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MASS DATES, TIMES AND INTENTIONS 
Sat 4th Dec     vigil     5:00pm Stephen Loftus (Ann) 
Sun 5th Dec   10:00am People of the Parish 
Mon 6th Dec   10:00am Ida Boron (Birthday Thanksgiving) 
Tue 7th Dec   10:00am Eileen Morgan & Family (SI) 
Thu 9th Dec   10:00am Victor Grassini (RIP) 
Sat 11th Dec     vigil     5:00pm Stanley Edmond (RIP) 
Sun 12th Dec   10:00am People of the Parish 

 

TWO REASONS TO HOPE 
When God first agreed to be our ancestors’ God, by signing 
the covenant, he said it would be based on two things: 
“hesed and emeth”. These two Hebrew words mean 
“steadfast love and faithfulness”.  Even a fool can see that 
our ancestors didn’t take long to break their side of the 
agreement. They soon forgot that their “special relationship” with God depended on 
how they behaved, how they responded to God’s favour by the way they treated him 
and other people.  So you might think that God would have torn up the covenant and 
declared it null and void. But God remembered his part of the bargain, those two 
things: steadfast love and faithfulness. God never stopped being loving and faithful, 
whatever his people got up to. No matter how far people strayed, God remained 
steadfast and faithful.  This dual characteristic of God, steadfastness and faithfulness, 
is the reason why Christians trust God. It is the basis of Christian hope.  Our Advent 
liturgy today invites us to deepen this sense of hope. Don’t be miserable, says the 
prophet Baruch, don’t go around sad and distressed because your God is coming to 
set things right. Advent looks forward to the fulfilment of the promises that God has 
made to us. And God is steadfast and faithful.  But Christian hope is not merely 
about the future. It’s not like the vague hope that one day we might win the lottery. It 
affects how we live our lives today, because the seeds of the future are based on my 
relationships here and now. Hope shines a new light on this reality. It’s a dynamic 
gift that stops us from closing in on ourselves and instead spurs us on to new 
beginnings, to new challenges and to new life. We live by faith; we continue through 
charity; we flourish in hope.  The hope we entertain is not simply an optimism that 
Jesus will return at the end of time, but is a conviction that here and now he can 
come into our lives as Messiah and can set us free from whatever weighs us down. 
And come he will if we invite him. For he is steadfast and faithful. 
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PARISH NEWS 
WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today, we bid you welcome.  If this is 
the first time you have been to Mass for a while, welcome back!  We hope our time 
together unites us in God’s love. 
 
RIP: Your prayers are asked for the repose of the soul of  Margaret B. Robbin, 
whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated in St Mark’s church on Tuesday Dec 14th 
at 1.30pm followed by committal in Mortonhall Crematorium - Pentland Chapel 
(family members only at Crem due to limited space). Reception in Parish hall after 
funeral with family to join after mortonhall committal service. May her soul and the 
souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 
MONTHLY ANNIVERSARIES  are now posted on the Parish notice board. 
 
RESTORATION OF SUNDAY OBLIGATION:The Bishops of Scotland have 
decided that the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy days of Obligation 
will be reinstated from Sunday 2 January 2022, henceforth online participation 
does not fulfil this obligation. Their pastoral letter can be read at bcos.org.uk or you 
can pick up a printed copy at the back of the church beside the Christmas cards. 
 
40 HOURS EUCHARISTIC DEVOTION   So far we have 61 of our 78 time 
slots covered (78%) with just one week to go. As we will begin next Sunday this is 
the last opportunity to sign up, so, anyone interested in participating Please sign their 
name to the last remaining day & time slot/s on the schedule provided on the notice 
board at the back of the church.  
 
ADVENT CANDLES are available at the back of the church on the right hand side. 
 
CHRISTMAS PARTIES: Please remember to see Ann Allan outside the church 
after Mass today to collect your tickets for either the Adult’s Party (£10) and the 
Children’s party (£5), Or if you have any donations for the Raffle. Any queries to 
Ann Allan @ 07879 408801. 
 
Willing Helpers The Church cleaning date has been moved back one week due to 
the 40 Hour Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. The cleaning will now be on 21st 
December after the 10.00 Mass 
 
CHILDRENS LITURGY:  All children are welcome to come through for our short 
Children’s Liturgy each Sunday. However under school age children must be 
accompanied by an adult. We need more helpers who are prepared to complete 
the  advanced PVG (with the help of our Parish safeguarding representative). 
 
COLLECTIONS  Last weekend's collections amounted to £495.34.Thank you for 
your continued support of our parish,  without your contributions the work of God’s 
church would not be possible. 
 

 
  

https://bcos.org.uk/


LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading: A reading from the prophet Baruch [5:1-9] 
God means to show your splendour to every nation. 
Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and distress, put on the beauty of the 
glory of God for ever, wrap the cloak of the integrity of God around you, put 
the diadem of the glory of the Eternal on your head: since God means to show 
your splendour to every nation under heaven, since the name God gives you 
for ever will be, ‘Peace through integrity, and honour through devotedness’.  
Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights and turn your eyes to the east: see your 
sons reassembled from west and east at the command of the Holy One, 
jubilant that God has remembered them.  Though they left you on foot, with 
enemies for an escort, now God brings them back to you like royal princes 
carried back in glory.  For God has decreed the flattening of each high 
mountain, of the everlasting hills, the filling of the valleys to make the ground 
level so that Israel can walk in safety under the glory of God.  And the forests 
and every fragrant tree will provide shade for Israel at the command of God; 
for God will guide Israel in joy by the light of his glory with his mercy and 
integrity for escort. 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm [Ps 125] 
Response: What marvels the Lord worked for us!  Indeed we were glad. 
 
When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, 
it seemed like a dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
on our lips there were songs. 
 
The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels 
the Lord worked for them!’ 
What marvels the Lord worked for us! 
Indeed we were glad. 
 
Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage 
as streams in dry land. 
Those who are sowing in tears 
will sing when they reap. 
 
They go out, they go out, full of tears 
carrying seed for the sowing: 
They come back, they come back, full of song, 
carrying their sheaves. 

Second Reading: A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Philippians [1:3-6. 8-11] Be pure and blameless for the day of Christ. 
Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with joy, remembering how you have 
helped to spread the Good News from the day you first heard it right up to the 
present.  I am quite certain that the One who began this good work in you will 
see that it is finished when the Day of Christ Jesus comes. God knows how 
much I miss you all, loving you as Christ Jesus loves you.  My prayer is that 
your love for each other may increase more and more and never stop 
improving your knowledge and deepening your perception so that you can 
always recognise what is best. This will help you to become pure and 
blameless, and prepare you for the Day of Christ, when you will reach the 
perfect goodness which Jesus Christ produces in us for the glory and praise of 
God. 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission 
 
 
 
Alleluia, alleluia 
Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight, 
And all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia 

 
 
 
Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke [3:1-6]  
All mankind shall see the salvation of God. 
In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judaea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of 
the lands of Ituraea and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the 
pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah, in the wilderness.  He went through the whole Jordan district 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 
written in the book of the sayings of the prophet Isaiah: A voice cries in the 
wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley 
will be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low, winding ways will be 
straightened and rough roads made smooth.  And all mankind shall see the 
salvation of God. 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 
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