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CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND AND WALES 

Pastoral Letter for Pentecost 2021 

  Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

  The Solemnity of Pentecost reminds us that everything which exists, every person and the 

whole of creation, is a gift of “God the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.” God our 

loving Father creates and continues to give life to the world through His Word, Jesus Christ, in the 

power of His Holy Spirit. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Church, which we celebrate at 

Pentecost, is not something separate from Creation. God’s revelation of himself in Creation is 

inseparable from the revelation of his love for us in Christ and in his desire to live in us through his 

Holy Spirit. 

  ‘God’s Spirit is always and everywhere “the Lord, the Giver of Life”, and the voice of 

Pentecost is echoed in the voice of creation being transformed into the glorious liberty of God’s 

children.’ In this liberty, as God’s children, we call on the Spirit to ‘renew the face of the Earth’, 

and as his children, we are called, in turn, to use this liberty for the good of creation and for the 

good of all that brings life. Our world, God’s creation, is a precious gift to us. It is our common 

home entrusted to each generation. But how have we used that glorious liberty? How do we honour 

this precious gift? Are we really demonstrating love, care and respect for our common home? 

  As we celebrate Pentecost this year, we are acutely aware of the damage that continues to be 

inflicted on the Earth, and the repercussions for the well-being of our brothers and sisters, both here 

in our own countries and, more especially, in the poorest countries of our world. Pope Benedict 

XVI and Pope Francis have both taught us that everything is interconnected and interdependent. 

The way we live our everyday lives has an impact on everyone and on the earth. 

 

 



The urgency of the situation, and the enormity of the challenges we face, have spurred us to speak 

out together this Pentecost Sunday, as bishops of England, Wales and Scotland, about the role that 

the Catholic Church and our faith must play in our shared care for God’s gift to us. 

  For all too long we have either been ignorant of, or ignored, the systematic exploitation of our 

planet and the unsustainable consumption of its resources. While accepting the crucial need and 

demand for energy for the benefit of the poorest of our brothers and sisters, the provision of our 

energy must, nonetheless, be by means which radically reduce the use of carbon-based fuels. 

  In our political thinking, there must be a new global 

understanding of our world, where nations recognise our 

common responsibility for the dignity of all people and 

their rights to sustainable livelihoods, in authentic freedom. 

Pope Francis speaks of a global politics that looks beyond 

our own needs to the needs of all, most especially the poor 

and the marginalised. 

  But we cannot leave the healing of our common home 

and the wellbeing and care of our brothers and sisters 

merely to a response from industry and governments. Our 

own local concern and action is necessary and has far-

reaching consequences. We all have a part to play, each 

and every one of us, in the routines, choices and decisions 

of our everyday lives and our aspirations for the future. The 

actions of parishes, families, schools, and individuals will 

have a significant impact on our efforts to restore our common home. There are now many 

resources, freely available, to advise us on our choice of food, saving of water and electricity, 

suggestions about travel, waste, and re-use. These are measures that everyone can employ, in some 

degree, with minimal inconvenience and change. They are effective ways in which we can each 

reaffirm our personal vocation to be stewards of creation. 

  This Pentecost comes at a time of remarkable challenge and opportunity. We are gradually 

emerging from the tragedies and restrictions of the pandemic. We have the ability to make changes. 

Our countries are also hosting two most important meetings this year, the G7 in June and COP26 in 

November. These meetings will gather together men and women who have the power to make 

defining choices and policies which will help us build back better, provide for our brothers and 

sisters, and take care of our common home. 

  In all our human endeavours, we need the presence of the Holy Spirit, “the Lord, the Giver of 

Life”, whose gift to the Church and the world we celebrate again at Pentecost. Let us keep this 

Feast with that enduring hope that we can begin to repair the damage we have done and provide a 

healthy home for future generations. Our hope will be strengthened by our prayer. May our 

constant request be that the Holy Spirit guide us, strengthen our resolve and ‘renew the face of the 

earth’. 

 

ALL ARE VERY WELCOME to join us this week for ‘A GLASS OF WINE’: 
Through: https://www.facebook.com/Stswithuns.org.uk  

 

TUESDAY at 8.00pm – SUBJECT: ‘Come, Holy Spirit, Come - The number of the Gifts of 
the Holy Spirit and its cause. Classification of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit’; 
 

THURSDAY at 8.00pm – SUBJECT: ‘Follow the path of holiness - a man gifted with a 
body; 
 

(in Polish) Through: St Swithuns RC Kościół Southsea: 

‘MORNING COFFEE WITH MYSTICS’ brewed by Fr Marcin on: TUESDAY at 11.15am; 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Stswithuns.org.uk


ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 

DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTION OF  
THE  HOLY MASS 

Readings of  
a day 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 
SOLEMNITY 

 
 23-05-2021 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 

12.00noon 
 

3.00PM 

For Launce & Sandra Morgan's intentions 

For Barbara’s Mum (19/30) 
Mass in Polish: For Mariusz & Monika on 22nd 
Wedding Anniversary 
The Holy Mass with The Sacrament of 
Confirmation – For the Candidates of Confirmation 

Acts 1: 15-17, 20a, 
20c-26; 

Psalm -102; 
1 John 4:11-16; 

John 17: 11b-19; 

Monday - 24-05-2021 
of the 8th Week in Ordinary Time 
Memorial of The Blessed Virgin 

Mary, Mother of The Church 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention: For Barbara’s Mum (20/30)  followed by 

The Holy Rosary prayer & devotions. 

 
Acts 1: 12-14; 

Psalm – Jdt 13; 
John 19: 25-27; 

Tuesday - 25-05-2021 
of the 8th Week in Ordinary Time 

Memorial of St Bede The Venerable, 
Religious 

 
 

Votive Mass of The Holy Spirit 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 
 
 
 

1.30pm 
 
 

 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention:  + Ron MacDonald RIP 
followed by The Holy Rosary prayer & devotions. 
FUNERAL SERVICE for + Iris Doreen 
Wescott RIP followed by Final 

Commendation at Milton Cemetery  
Intention:  + Kazimierz Gruszkiewicz RIP (16th) 

Ecclesiasticus 35: 1-
12; 

Psalm - 49; 
Mark 10: 28-31; 

Wednesday - 26-05-2021 
of the 8th Week in Ordinary Time 

Memorial of St Philip Neri, Priest, 
Founder 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention:  + Monica & Jack Mason RIP followed by 

The Holy Rosary prayer & devotions 

Ecclesiasticus 36: 1, 
4-5, 10-17; 

Psalm - 78; 
Mark 10: 32-45; 

Thursday - 27-05-2021  
of the 8th Week in Ordinary Time 
FEAST of OUR LORD JESUS 

CHRIST, the Eternal High Priest  

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention: + Rita Vella RIP followed by The Holy 

Rosary prayer & devotions. 

 
Jeremiah 31: 31-34; 

Psalm - 109; 
Mark 14: 22-25; 

Friday - 28-05-2021 
of the 8th Week in Ordinary Time 

Memorial of Blessed Margaret Pole, 
Martyr 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 
 
 

7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention: + Kathleen Cheeseman RIP followed by 

The Holy Rosary prayer & devotions. 
Intention:  For Piotr and Amelka Kwiatkowski on 
their Birthday 

Ecclesiasticus 44: 1, 
9-13; 

Psalm - 149; 
Mark 11: 11-26; 

Saturday - 29-05-2018 
of the 8th Week in Ordinary Time 

Memorial of St Paul VI, Pope 
 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 
 
 
 

6.00pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention:  + Francis & Vera O'Neill RIP followed by 

The Holy Rosary prayer & devotions. 
VIGIL MASS of SUNDAY:   Intention: + Margaret 
Gregg RIP 

Ecclesiasticus 51: 
12cd - 20; 

Psalm - 18; 
Mark 11: 27-33; 

SOLEMNITY  
OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 

 
 30-05-2021 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 

12.00noon 
 

3.00PM 

+ Albert & Rose Bullock RIP 

For Barbara’s Mum (26/30) 
Mass in Polish: + Józefa Cichostépska RIP  
 
HOLY HOUR OF ST JOSEPH  

Deuteronomy 4: 32-
34, 39-40; 
Psalm -32; 

Romans 8: 14-17; 
Matthew 28: 16-20; 

   OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. Electronic offertory: If you have not 

managed to set up your electronic giving yet, please can you do so as soon as possible. The Parish Bank 

Account details are: Account Name (Lloyd’s Bank’): PRCDTR Our Lady of Lourdes’ & St Swithun Church 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; parish Account no: 01730453. Financial assistance: If you are able to increase your 

usual weekly offering (during this time of uncertainty) it will be a huge help to the parish. THANK YOU! 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION  

FROM TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 9.30am to 9.55am at St Swithun’s  

Saturday: 5:30 pm to 5:55 at St Swithun’s  

Sunday: from 1.15pm at St Swithun’s 

and by request 

 

and by request 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Safeguarding Representative: Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

 Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Tuesday & Thursday from 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk  FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk  

 

 

mailto:mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
http://www.stswithuns.org.uk/


   

 
 

 
 
  I would like to thank all 
the LEADERS of The Novena 
before PENTECOST 
SUNDAY, for their 
inspirational sessions to praise 
God, call The Holy Spirit and 
share with us the knowledge 
about the symbols of The Holy 
Spirit.  
  You don’t even imagine 
how many powerful testimonies 
of the received graces I have 
received, and I’m sure there are 
and will be much, much more. 
 

Thank You: Mr DJ Buckland, 

Anke Bosse, Amanda Buadi,  
Brian & Linda McCreesh, 

Vincenzo & Ruth Tamma, Lisa 
Butler & Andrew Campbell, Lucy Sayer, Kathleen Jones & Sandra Morgan  

 
  Join the Divine Renovation 

Team on Wednesday 2nd 
June at 5pm British Summer 

Time for a Webinar on the Holy 
Spirit’s Role in Renewing the 

Church with Father Mike Schmitz 
 

  There is a lot of uncertainty 
swirling around what to expect of 

the post-pandemic Church. There is 
one certainty to give us hope and 

confidence and that is the role of 
the Holy Spirit in the renewal of the 

Church. From the moment Jesus 
breathed the Holy Spirit upon the apostles to this exact moment in time, the Spirit desires 

renewal, and that renewal starts in our own hearts first. Join Matt Regitz and the DR team 
as they host Father Mike Schmitz, host of The Bible In A Year, one of the most popular 
podcasts in the world, for this timely conversation. We'll take some time to pray for the 

Spirit to move in us so we can be inspired to go out again on mission to renewal. Register: 
https://www.tfaforms.com/4900815    
 

  Please, pray for our Candidates for The Sacrament of 
Confirmation, who will receive this Sacrament this Sunday 23rd 
May at 3.00pm, at St Swithun’s Church – all are very welcome 
to join us. 

 

 

 

https://www.tfaforms.com/4900815

