
  Today —in these days of «stormy weather»— we find the Gospel being held up to 
questioning. Humanity has gone through dramas which, like violent waves, have broken over 
individuals and entire peoples, particularly during the 20th century and the troubles  of the 
21st. Sometimes we can't help but ask «Master, don't you care if we sink?» (Mk 4,38); If You 
really do exist, if You are our Father, how can these things happen ? 
  Before the horror of the memory of the concentration camps of the Second World War 
Pope Benedict asks «Where was God when this was happening, Why did He stay silent? How 
could He tolerate such excessive destruction?». It was a question that the people of Israel asked 
in the Old Testament: «Why are you asleep? (…) Why do you hide your face  from us and forget 
about our plight?». (look next page…) 
 

 

 



  God will not answer those questions: of him we can ask everything except  why; we have 
no right to demand explanations. In fact, God is there and is talking; the problem is us, because 
we do not put ourselves in his presence and therefore cannot hear his voice. «We cannot 
decipher God's secret —says Pope Benedict XI—. We can only see fragments of it and are in 
the wrong if what we are trying is to become judges of God and History. As such we would not 
be defending humanity, but rather would be contributing to its destruction» . 
  Therefore, the problem is not whether God exists or is here with us or not. The problem 
is that we live as if He didn't exist. Here is God's answer: «Why are you so afraid? How can 
you not have faith?» (Mc 4,40). This Jesus said that to His disciples; He also said it to Saint 
Faustina Kowalska: «My daughter, do not be afraid, I am always with you even when it looks as 
though I am not».  Let us not ask him questions, but rather let us pray and accept H is will 
and... then there will be less dramas, and, amazed, we will say «Who is he whom even the wind 
and the sea obey him?» (Mc 4,41) —Jesus, I put all my trust in you! 

 

  Bishop John Sherrington, the Lead Bishop for Life Issues for the 

Church in England and Wales, has written to his brother bishops about 

this year’s Day for Life: 

  We celebrate Day for Life on Sunday 20 June 2021. This day, inaugurated 
by Saint John Paul II, presents an opportunity to pray for the gift of life from 
conception to natural death, to raise awareness of the precious gift of life, and 

to support the work of protecting life in its most vulnerable stages through the annual collection. This assists pro-
life organisations who raise awareness, engage in parliamentary work and pastoral outreach. 
  Global Pandemic - The fragility of life and the reality of death has been brought into sharp focus during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. In the UK alone, more than 126,000 people have died from Covid-19. Yet in the face of such 
suffering and death, we have also witnessed the extraordinary dedication of healthcare professionals and their 
loving care for the sick and dying. We too have each made sacrifices for the greater good during this pandemic. 
These acts of heroic love are a powerful testimony to the fundamental dignity of the human person and to the 
respect owed to each life, particularly through proper care and love in the last moments of life. 
  Assisted Dying - Against this backdrop of loving care, we are now faced with the very real threat of the 
legalisation of ‘assisted suicide’ in our country. It is not a question of ‘if’ this challenge will come, it is now a 
question of ‘when?’ There is now a Private Members Bill in the House of Lords on so-called ‘Assisted Dying’ and it 
is only a matter of time before the issue is back in the House of Commons. 
  This year’s theme for Day for Life focuses on assisted suicide and the respect owed to life. The online 
resources are produced to inform Catholics about this threat to life and to share with people our response to such a 
threat: a true compassion as the just response to the immense value of the human person. 
  Donate - Day for Life adds an authenticity to our witness to the dignity of life and this is enabled by the 
generosity of people in the pews supporting our work. In 2020, we were unable to hold our annual ‘Day for Life’ 
collection due to the pandemic, our funds are very much depleted and the threats to life have never been greater. 
Day for Life is a simple, practical response which pushes back against ‘the use and throwaway logic’ often at the heart 
of a culture which seeks to abandon its elderly, sick and dying when ‘they no longer serve our interests.’ 
  If you feel you can offer financial support no matter how small, please visit our Donate page: 
http://www.dayforlife.org/article/donate/  -  
  Here are some websites and online resources that we hope you’ll find useful. 

The Art of Dying Well - artofdyingwell.org - The Centre for the Art of Dying Well offers practical and 
spiritual support to those faced with the prospect of death and dying. It is a site for everyone. Particularly useful is 
its Deathbed Etiquette resource. 

Living and Dying Well - livinganddyingwell.org.uk - Providing clear thinking on the End of Life debate. Living 
and Dying Well researches and analyses the evidence surrounding the ‘assisted dying’ debate. Its aim is to present 
visitors with reliable information on which to form their own views. 

  Right to Life - righttolife.org.uk/assisted-suicide 

Right to Life protects and defends the right to life of every human being from conception to natural death. It does 
this through its work across education, politics, the media and through a large network of people in constituencies 
across England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. Right to Life is committed to an evidence-based approach 
to life issues, uniting people from different political ideologies and philosophical beliefs – including those who are 
non-religious, religious, or agnostic. 

 

http://www.dayforlife.org/article/donate/
http://www.dayforlife.org/article/donate/
https://www.artofdyingwell.org/
https://www.artofdyingwell.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Deathbed-Etiquette.pdf
https://livinganddyingwell.org.uk/
https://righttolife.org.uk/assisted-suicide


  On Wednesday 23rd June, the Vigil of St John the Baptist, please pray and fast for the end of abortion and 

euthanasia in this Country. On this month's Day of Prayer and Fasting for Life, we are especially asking you 

to fast and pray for the end of DIY abortions at home. Please join in and invite others to join as well. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/121521016724148 

  Pompey Reset” is the name of a small group of parishioners from the St. John’s Cathedral 
who came together to resettle a refugee family in Portsmouth. From meeting the family at the 
airport, finding schools for the children, arranging benefits, finding English teachers and 
translators, this exciting “Faith in Action” project will be restoring life to a destitute family 

presently living in a hopeless situation in a middle eastern refugee camp. 
  As we need to find a property for the family, we are wondering if there are any parishioners out there 
with second properties or who know of anyone who would consider letting a property to this family when they 
arrive. Full rental payment will be paid for a minimum of 2 years to the property owner, paid for by the Local 
Authority. If you are able to help please get in touch with Sylvie Somorjay at smsomorjay@gmail.com for more 
details. 

FOR CHILDREN our ONLINE 
‘ZOOM’ CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
will be back FOR ALL (in 
English) this Monday 21st June 
& on Monday 5th July – both 
meetings at 5.30pm – if You are 
interested – PLEASE, send Fr 
Marcin email message: 
mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.or
g.uk  
These will be our last ONLINE 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL sessions 
before Summer Holidays. 
 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION  

FROM TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 9.00am to 9.25am at St Swithun’s  

Tuesday & Friday: from 6.30pm to 6.55pm 

Saturday: 5:30 pm to 5:55 at St Swithun’s  

Sunday: at 1.15pm at St Swithun’s 

and by request 

 

and by request 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Safeguarding Representative: Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

 Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Tuesday & Thursday from 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk  FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk  

 

 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2021: Formation Meeting for The First Communion Children & 
their Parents this Tuesday 22nd June at 5.30pm through ‘ZOOM’ – (next one will be held on 

Tuesday 6th July at 5.30pm through ‘ZOOM’ as well). Please, remember and attend. 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2022: The Applications to register for the 
preparation for The First Sacrament of Confession & Holy Communion are available 

in the sacristy after Sunday Masses  
The 2021-22 programme is open only to children born on or before 31.8.2014) 
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  ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 
DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTION OF  

THE HOLY MASS 
Readings  
of a day 

TWELFTH SUNDAY  
OF ORDINARY TIME 

 
 20-06-2021 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 

12.00noon 

+ Deceased Members of the Haestier Family RIP 
+ Clement Cojo-Buadi RIP 
Mass in Polish: + Ania (from Monika & 
Karolina 

Job 38: 1, 8-11; 
Psalm - 106; 

2 Corinthians 5: 14-17 
Mark 4: 35-41; 

Monday - 21-06-2021 
of the 12th Week in Ordinary Time 
Memorial of St Aloysius Gonzaga, 

Religious 
 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention: For Katarzyna – God’ blessing and 
maternal care of Our Lady for her (5/10) followed 

by The Holy Rosary prayer & devotions. 

 
Genesis 12, 1-9; 
Psalm – Ps 32; 
Matthew 7: 1-5; 

Tuesday - 22-06-2021 
of the 12th Week in Ordinary Time 
FEAST of Ss John Fisher, Bishop  

& Thomas More, Martyrs 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 
 
 
 

 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention:  Thanksgiving intention for Darius - 
God’ blessing and maternal care of Our Lady for 
him followed by The Holy Rosary prayer & devotions. 
Intention:  For Katarzyna – God’ blessing and 
maternal care of Our Lady for her (6/10) 

 
Maccabees 6: 18, 21, 

24-31; 
Psalm – Ps 104; 

Matthew 7: 15-20; 

Wednesday - 23-06-2021 
of the 12th Week in Ordinary Time 
Memorial of St Etheldreda, Abbess 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention:  Birthday of Elynne Furtado followed by 

The Holy Rosary prayer & devotions 

Genesis 15, 1-12, 17-
18; 

Psalm – Ps 32; 
Matthew 7: 1-5; 

Thursday - 24-06-2021  
of the 12th Week in Ordinary Time 

SOLEMNITY of The Nativity  
of St John The Baptist 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 
 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention:  For 21ST Gregorian Mass for 
+Genowefa Targowska RIP followed by The Holy 

Rosary prayer & devotions. 

Isaiah 49: 1-6; 
Psalm – Ps 138; 
Acts 13: 22-26; 

Luke 1: 57-66, 80; 

Friday - 25-06-2021 
of the 12th Week in Ordinary Time 

 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 
 
 
 

7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention: Birthday of Rosemary followed by The Holy 

Rosary prayer & devotions.  
Intention:  For Katarzyna – God’ blessing and 
maternal care of Our Lady for her (7/10) 

Genesis 17: 1, 9-10, 
15-22; 

Psalm – Ps 127; 
Matthew 8: 1-4; 

Saturday - 26-06-2021 
of the 12th Week in Ordinary Time 

Our Lady on Saturday 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 
 
 
 

6.00pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention:  For John Mason’s intentions  followed by 

The Holy Rosary prayer & devotions. 

VIGIL MASS of SUNDAY:   Intention: + Eldrin 
Furtado RIP 

 
Genesis 18: 1-15; 

Psalm – Lk 1; 
Matthew 8: 5-17; 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY  
OF ORDINARY TIME 

 
 27-06-2021 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 

12.00noon 
 

3.00pm 

+ Deceased Members of the Haestier Family RIP 
+ Clement Cojo-Buadi RIP 

Mass in Polish: + Ania (from Monika & Karolina) 
 
ST JOSEPH’s HOLY HOUR  

Wisdom 1: 13-15; 2: 
23-24; 

Psalm - 29; 
2 Corinthians 8: 7, 9, 

13-15; 
Mark 5: 21-43; 

OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. 

Electronic offertory: If you have not managed to set up your 

electronic giving yet, please can you do so as soon as possible.  

The Parish Bank Account details are: Account Name (Lloyd’s Bank’): 
PRCDTR Our Lady of Lourdes’ & St Swithun Church Sort Code: 

30-93-04; parish Account no: 01730453. Financial assistance: If you 

are able to increase your usual weekly offering (during this time  

of uncertainty) it will be a huge help to the parish. THANK YOU! 

 

 


