
 

18th April 2021 
  Today, the Gospel still refers us to the Resurrection of the Lord, when the 
two disciples of Emmaus are going to Jerusalem and, once there, while 
explaining how the Lord made himself known to them, the  Resurrected appears 
in their midst. But his presence is disconcerting. On the one hand, it provokes a 
great fright on them, to the point «they thought they were seeing a gho st» (Lk 
24:37) but, on the other, his body pierced by the nails and the spear, is an 
eloquent testimony that he was the very Jesus, the Crucified one: «Look at my 
hands and feet and see that it is I myself. Touch me and see for yourselves that a 
ghost has no flesh and bones as I have» (Lk 24:39). 
  «Lord, show us the light of your face!», sings the psalm of today's liturgy. 
Yes, for Jesus «then opened their minds to understand the Scriptures» (Lk 
24:45). It is quite urgent. It is absolutely necessary the di sciples have a clear 
and profound understanding of the Scriptures, for as St. Jerome tells us, 
«Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ». 
  But understanding the word of God is not something we can manage 
privately, or within a gathering of friends or acquaintances. The Lord revealed 
the meaning of the Scriptures to the Church gathered in that Paschal community 
presided over by Peter and the other Apostles, who had been appointed by the 
Master so that «repentance and forgiveness in his name would  be proclaimed to 
all the nations» (Lk 24:47). 
  Therefore, to be witnesses to the real Christ it is urgent that —in the first 
place— the disciples learn how to recognize his Passion scarred Body. An 
ancient author makes the following recommendation to us:  «He, who 
understands that our Pasch has been sacrificed for him, has also to underst and 
that his life starts when Christ died to redeem us». Furthermore, the apostle has 

 



to intelligently understand the Scriptures, read under the light of the Spirit of 
truth spilled over into the Church. 

ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 
DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTION OF  

THE  HOLY MASS 
Readings of  

a day 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 18-04-2018 
8.30AM 
10.15AM 

12.00noon 

+ Lawrence George Lennon RIP    
For David Steward – health and wellbeing 
Mass in Polish: + Beatrice Mary Gravil RIP 

Acts 3: 13-15, 17-19; 
Psalm - 4; 

1 John 2: 1-5a; 
Luke 24: 35-48; 

Monday of the 3rd Week of Easter  
19-04-2018 

No 
Liturgies 

 

NO LITURGIES & DEVOTIONS 
Acts 6:8-15;  
Psalm 118;  

John 6, 22-29; 

Tuesday of the 3rd Week of Easter  
20-04-2018 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

The Holy Rosary prayer  

LITURGY of The WORD 

Acts 7:51–8,1;  
Psalm - 30;  

John 6: 30-35; 

Wednesday of the 3rd Week of Easter  
EASTER 21-04-2018 

No 
Liturgies 

NO LITURGIES & DEVOTIONS Acts 8:1-8;  
Psalm 65;  

John 6: 35-40; 

Thursday of the 3rd Week of Easter  
22-04-2018 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

The Holy Rosary prayer  

LITURGY of The WORD 

Acts 8:26-40;  
Psalm - 65;  

John 6: 51-52; 

Friday of the 3rd Week of Easter  
23-04-2018 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

The Holy Rosary prayer  

LITURGY of The WORD 

Acts 9:1-20; 
 Psalm - 116;  
John 6: 52-59; 

Saturday of the 3rd Week of Easter  
24-04-2018 

6.00pm VIGIL MASS of SUNDAY:   Intention: For all 
Parishioners – living & dead 

Acts 9:31-42; 
 Psalm - 115;  
John 6: 63.68; 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
 25-04-2018  

8.30AM 
10.15AM 

12.00noon 

For Darius    
For CWL deceased members  
Mass in Polish: + Bertha Williams RIP 

Acts 4: 8-12;  
Psalm - 117; 

 1 John 3: 1-2; 
 John 10: 11-18; 

FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS 

April, this year, is Resurrection Month. 
Everywhere, all the brothers and sisters 
of the human family, whether explicitly 
or not, are longing for new life, 
desperate for the deadly pandemic to 
end, for the fullness of life to free us 
from the terror of illness and death that 
has hung over us for over a year. We’ve 
seen so much selfless fraternity but 
we’ve also seen discord, violence and 
the spread of a harsh politics of 
hostility, even hate. It’s timely, then, 
that Pope Francis asks us, this month, to 
pray with him “for those who risk 
their lives while fighting for 
fundamental rights under 
dictatorship, authoritarian regimes 
and even in democracies in crisis”. 

 HUMAN PERSON, HUMAN DIGNITY 

Praying with the Pope this month is associating ourselves with his frequent assertion that human rights 
cannot be ignored, because of the basic dignity of each human person. This month is not the first time he 
has raised this. When, in 2018, the world marked the seventieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, Francis recognised that, with this landmark document, “the family of Nations wanted to 
recognise the equal dignity of every human person”. Human rights, which he described as “universal, 
indivisible, interdependent and interconnected”, derive from the nature of the human person, an 
“inseparable unity of body and soul”. We need to be particularly vigilant about the poor and dispossessed 

 



because, when they are denied these rights, they “see their dignity ignored, despised or trampled on and 
their most basic rights ignored or violated.” That dignity is, of course, God-given. 


