
 

“Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, what 
God has ready for those who love Him. Spirit 
of love, come give us the mind of Jesus. 
Teach us the wisdom of God.” 
  
This is the refrain from the song, Eye Has 
Not Seen by Marty Haugan. We sing it in 
Church but have we ever really thought 
about the words? What is the wisdom of 
God? What does God have for us if we love 
and obey Him? 
  
Looking to Jesus, we can begin to find some 
of the answers. Jesus lived in a Jewish 
culture with many rules, but, instead of 
following all of those laws, He followed 
God’s law. He did things like heal someone 
on a Sabbath day. The rule at the time was 
to rest and not to work on the Sabbath but 
Jesus saw someone who needed help so He 
helped him. Even when God asked Jesus to 
suffer and die, He obeyed. The gospels tell 
us He didn’t really want to but God had a 
plan so Jesus did what was asked of Him. 
Now, He has been raised and is forever with 
God.  
 
God has given us a path for our lives. By 
following God’s instructions, we follow that 
path and are led to a life of love and 
happiness. We have a choice though. God 
does not force us to do anything. We can 
choose how we want to live and act. God’s 
wisdom will help us choose the way of love 
and ultimate happiness if we listen to God. 
 
Have a very good half-term break and see 
you on the Lord's Day, Sunday, for Holy 
Mass. 
 
Fr Marcin 
 
Aspirations Week  
 
Aspirations Week has been great. The 
children have really enjoyed listening to and 
asking questions of the huge range of 
people who have visited this week. The aim 
has been to inspire the children and broaden 
their horizons when thinking about their 
futures. Really helpful in that, have been our 
two IT technicians and our world-renowned 
scientist – all are women, challenging the 

gender assumptions that many children still 
have; The Deputy Lord Mayor helped that 
too as he is an entrepreneurial young man! 
 

We have enjoyed 
visits from an 
Olympian, Fr Marcin, 
a doctor, a nurse, a 
scientist, a journalist, 
a marketing expert, 
two policemen, two 
IT technicians, the 
Deputy Lord Mayor, 

a photographer, a chef, a group of lifeguards 
rounded off on Friday afternoon by our local 
MP, Stephen Morgan.  
 
 
All the speakers 
commented on the 
children’s 
engagement and 
interest and the 
thoughtful questions 
they asked.  
 
And the best quote of 
all from a Year 1 child, 
‘I want to be a teacher 
because you get to 
drink lots of tea!’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We want our children to believe that they 
can be whatever they want. We hope that 
the week has inspired and motivated them to 
work hard and aim high! My thanks to 
everyone who has given up their time to 
come and talk with the children. They have 
loved it!! 
 
The week finished with an Aspirations dress 
up day.  Here are just a few of the children 
showing off their costumes and some of the 
wonderful statements they have made about 
their inspirational visitors. 
 
“I enjoyed learning about the spray the 

police use on baddies.  It makes snot come 
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out of their nose and then their eyes close so 

the police can catch them”,  (Felix, 

Bumblebees). 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I enjoyed Sgt Bacon’s visit because he 

played music for the Royal family and I liked 

the instruments he played.  Also he got to 

show us what he wore” (Holly, Gorillas). 

 

“My favourite part of the week was when DS 

Eamer came in and we solved a crime 

where Iron Man fought Captain America” 

(Selma, Gorillas). 

 

“This week has change my whole future 

plan; there are so many jobs”. 

 

Mission Heroes 

 

Each fortnight we have a St Swithun’s Star 

which is linked to our school mission 

statement or Gospel reading.  We work 

towards the St Swithun’s Star in our classes.  

Each Friday two classes choose a Mission 

Hero who reflects our St Swithun’s Star and 

we celebrate the Mission Heroes in 

assembly.   

 

Leopards and Panthers classes looked at 

the St Swithun’s Star  ‘Learn from our 

mistakes’.   

 
“In 1920 Walt Disney worked for a 
newspaper.  He was fired from his job for not 
being creative enough. Walt didn’t give up!  
He continued designing cartoons and taking 
them to newspapers to see if they would 
print them. Many people turned him away 
and said things like Mickey Mouse looked 
too scary or big.  Instead of giving up, he 
listened to their advice and made changes 
until he finally struck gold!” 
 
 
 
 
 
Leopards Class 
 

“Doubting Thomas was a 
man who doubted that 
Jesus rose from the 
dead. Thomas said that 
unless he saw the 
wounds on Jesus’ body 
he would not believe it 

was actually him. Jesus came to him a week 
later and showed him his wounds and told 
him to believe. Thomas asked for 
forgiveness and then dedicated his life to 
travelling and spreading the Gospel. From 
this we have learned that we should never 
doubt God no matter what happens. We 
think Thomas is like Bonnie the bounceback 
bear as he learned from his mistake and 
didn’t do it again.” 

Panthers Class  

Last week Seahorses and Dolphins Class 
chose Mission Heroes for our new St 
Swithun’s Star ‘Little things can make a 
big difference’.   

 



 

Mr Hadley is like ‘Molly 

the Make a Difference 

Monkey’ because he 

does lots of little jobs 

that make a huge 

difference to us.  Some 

of the jobs Mr Hadley 

does for us are: 

• Removing our laminate faces out of our 

radiator for us 

• He puts salt on the ground so that we 

don’t fall over 

• He fixes things when they’re broken 

• He helps to keep the school clean and 

tidy 

• He gets rid of fox poo 

Thank you Mr Hadley, you make a huge 

difference to our school.” 

 

Seahorses Class 

 

“The Royal Voluntary Service volunteer in 

hospitals and do not get paid to help!  Did 

you know they: 

1) Give company to people, especially the 
elderly or those who don’t have family 
2) Give food and water to people, this helps 
the nurses to do their job 
3) They help patients who do not have 
transport to get home 
We believe the ‘The Royal Voluntary 
Service’ do ‘Little things which can make a 
big difference’ just like Mollie the Make a 
Difference Monkey. “  
 
Dolphins Class 
 
Eco bricks  
 
I hope you have all received a letter from the 
School Council introducing Eco-bricks. It’s 
an exciting project that addresses the 
problem of one of the planet’s main 
pollutants – plastic. Eco-bricks can be used 
to construct a huge range of items – but only 
if we have the raw materials! So please do 
collect 2L or 1.5L bottles and the non-
recyclable plastic, such as sweet wrappers, 
crisp packets, etc we need to pack them.  
 

You can find out more about Eco-bricks  
https://www.ecobricks.org/ 

Literature Quiz 

Eight Year 5 and 6 pupils went to the 
Pyramids Centre to take part in a Literature 
Quiz.  We had to read four books: 

 The Legend of Podkin One Ear 

 Sky Hawk 

 Drone Racer 

 Lightning Chase Me Home 

Some of the rounds in the quiz were based 
on these books and others involved reading 
passages that were projected on the screen 
and writing down what we thought the 
passage was about.  We also had to 
research the authors and answer questions 
about them. 

We enjoyed the quiz and were lucky enough 
to get the authors’ signatures on our books! 

 

The Year 5’s came joint 7th with two other 
schools with 49 points and the Year 6’s 
came 16th.  We would like to thank Mrs 
Fiford, Mrs Fincham and Mrs Meli for taking 
us to the Quiz.  It was really good fun. 

By Marie (Leopards) and Tayla (Panthers). 

Pedestrian Gate from St Simon’s Road  

Anyone coming into school from St Simon’s 
Road will be aware pedestrians have to 
share the gate with vehicles. The side that 
could accommodate a separate gate houses 
a sewage pump managed by the local water 
company and we have finally been able to 
negotiate some funding and an agreement to 
level the area to include a gate for 
pedestrians. The work is expected take 
place over the Easter holiday.  

https://www.ecobricks.org/


 

English Chamber Opera with Sailing the 
Centuries – 22nd February 2020 
 
The New Theatre Royal is offering free 
tickets to this event which is a musical 
celebration ranging from the 18th to the 21st 
century. 
 
Quote SAIL2020 via the box office or online 
to receive 100% discount, x 2 tickets at a 
time. 
 
https://www.newtheatreroyal.com/performan
ces/english-chamber-orchestra-sailing-the-
centuries/ 
 
Shrove Tuesday Dessert 
 
On Shrove Tuesday the catering team are 
offering pancakes as a dessert with a choice 
of toppings including ice cream, honey, 
mixed berries and chocolate drizzle.  There 
is no need to pre-order 
 
Class Assembly 
 
These are held in the School Hall every 
Wednesday afternoon. Please join us for 
your child’s class assembly, which begins at 
3.10 pm for which you may arrive at the 
School Office from 3 pm.  
 

Wednesday Date Class 

4th March 2020 Bumblebees 

11th March 2020 Leopards 

18th March 2020 Zebras 

25th March 2020 Dolphins 

Postponed - tbc Wolves 

 
These dates are provisional subject to 
change/addition.  Please check the calendar 
on the school website for the latest 
information.   
www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Liturgy 
 
These will be held in class. Please join us at 
9.15 am for your child’s class liturgy.  
 

Wednesday Date Class 

11th March 2020 Ladybirds 

18th March 2020 Dolphins 

25th March 2020 Seahorses 

 
These dates are provisional subject to 
change/addition.  Please check the calendar 
on the school for the latest information.   
www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk 

 
Office News… 
 

Letters sent home this fortnight: 
All letters are sent by email so 
please ensure we have your up to 
date contact details.   
 

 Extended Day pricing for next 
academic year. 

 Sports Hall Athletics (selected pupils) 

 Consultation on Residential Trip 
Provision 

 Girls’ Brigade (Y1-2 Girls) 

 Half Term activities – Musical 
Theatre (Y2–6) 

 Half Term activities – Music 
Workshops (Y2-6) 

 Chelsea Football Club (Y5-6) 

 Cookery Club (Y1-2) 

 Art Club (Y5-6) 

 Stubbington Residential (Y4) 

 School Council Letter (Ecobricks) 

 FOSSS Quiz 
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https://www.newtheatreroyal.com/performances/english-chamber-orchestra-sailing-the-centuries/
https://www.newtheatreroyal.com/performances/english-chamber-orchestra-sailing-the-centuries/
http://www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/
http://www.stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/


 

 

FOSSS Facebook Page 

If you are on Facebook, please join the 

Friends of St Swithun’s School Parents’ 

Page (Southsea).  FOSSS use this page to 

publicise all their upcoming events.   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/50173942

6581565/?fref=nf 

 
 
By following this page you won’t miss out on 
any FOSSS events.  
  

Film Night 
 
5th March – KS2 
 
 

 
 

Friday 13th March 2020 

Bert and Ernie Quiz Night  

£6.00 per team member 

including supper! 

Enter your team details and food choices by 

2nd March. 

 
 
Thursday 2nd April 2020 
 
Egg Hunt after school 
Further details to follow 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
INSET Days 
 
Please note that the dates on the 
Portsmouth City Council website DO NOT 
include our INSET days.  These can be 
found here in our newsletters and on our 
website. 
 

 24th February 2020 (Bookings 
closed) 

 29th June 2020 
 
 
If you need childcare for these days, you can 
now book online via SCOPAY.COM, and 
select INSET DAY CARE.   
 

School Holidays 
Childcare  
 
 
 

Care is available for these dates: 

 17th Feb – 21st February 2020 
(bookings closed) 

 6th April – 17th April 2020 

 (Not available Friday 10th or Monday 
13th April 2020)  

 26th – 29th May 2020 

 No holiday care available for the 
summer holidays 

 
Please email your requirements to 
sunbeams@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/501739426581565/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/501739426581565/?fref=nf
mailto:sunbeams@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk

