THE BAPTISM
OF THE LORD
12TH JANUARY 2020
Opening Prayer: Jesus, come
to my soul and teach me to do your
holy will.
Encountering Christ:
1. It is Right and Just: We
hear these words in the Holy Mass:
“It is right and just, always and
everywhere to give you thanks for
your great glory…” Praise to God is
the proper and just response to so
great a God. Yet, in this passage, Jesus is not inciting people to praise him. He approaches John to be
baptized. He puts himself in the place of the unrighteous who need repentance. Jesus’s response to John
reveals what it truly means to be righteous: “Allow it now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness.”
Jesus takes the place of sinners to fulfil God’s saving plan. That is the meaning of righteousness–obedience to
the Father’s will.
2. Revelation and Reward: The Father proclaims his joy at the obedience of his Son. Suddenly a voice
is heard: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” Jesus did not even hold onto his own
“reputation” as the righteous one. He accepted the role of a repentant sinner by asking to be baptized. His
obedience is rewarded by the appearance of the Holy Spirit, in the form of a dove, and the affirmation of his
Father. A Trinitarian revelation takes place. We get a glimpse into the dialogue of love that takes place in the
communion of persons in the Trinity.
3. Trinitarian Epiphany: The Dynamic of Self-Gift: Jesus’s abasement for the sake of his Father’s plan
of salvation reflects his eternal gift of self to the Father. The revelation of the Father’s audible affirmation of his
Son reflects the eternal love for his Son. And the Son receives that affirmation with joy and continual surrender
to the Father’s desire. The Holy Spirit’s presence reflects the eternal love that exists in the dialogue of self-gift
between the Father and the Son. We are invited to enter into this dynamic of self-gift. It began in our baptism.
Our everyday response to be obedient to the Father creates, in a mystical sense, this Epiphany of the Trinity in
our soul. Far from abstraction and mere idea, it is a profound yet unseen reality taking place within.
Conversing with Christ: Holy Trinity dwelling in me, grant me the grace to respond with the same
righteousness as Jesus. Help me to hear and be obedient to your will throughout my day and respond with an
intentional and loving self-gift.
Resolution: Lord, today by your grace, I will be attentive to the ways I may be living a false sense of
righteousness in my judgments towards others, and the ways I can live a true righteousness in my efforts to be
obedient to the Father, with charity in thought, word, and deed as the touchstone of my self-giving.

We all know that Christmas officially begins on Christmas Eve, but when does Christmas
officially end? The answer gets a bit complicated.
On January 6th, the Feast of the Epiphany, the Church celebrates the biblical event where the Magi,
also called the Three Wise Men or Three Kings, travelled from the East to pay homage to the newborn King, Jesus Christ. Many believe that this is the date when the Christmas season officially ends,
being the end of the traditional 12 days of Christmas.
However, according to the Roman Catholic liturgical calendar, Ordinary Time doesn't officially
begin until the Monday after the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which (usually) falls on the
Sunday after Epiphany (January 6th). This means that the Christmas season actually extends beyond
the popular "Twelve Days of Christmas."
CHRISTMASTIDE:
In the older tradition Christmas lasts until
Candlemas, or the Feast of the Purification of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and the Presentation of the Lord,
which isn't until February 2nd. This marked the end of a
long 40-day "Christmastide" that corresponded to the 40
days of Lent.
So, if the world starts to celebrate Christmas in
different forms sometimes even already in October, why
can’t we keep our long Catholic tradition of THE CHRISTMASTIDE?
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DAY OF THE WEEK

FEAST OF THE BAPTISM
OF THE LORD
12-01-2020

MONDAY
13-01-2020

TUESDAY
14-01-2020
WEDNESDAY
15-01-2020
THURSDAY
16-01-2020
FRIDAY
17-01-2020

SATURDAY
18-01-2020

SECOND SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
19-01-2020

TIME

INTENTIONS
OF THE HOLY MASS
8.30AM + Patricia Bunting RIP
10.15AM For the Holy Souls
1.00PM Mass in Polish: Timothy –
Birthday intention
9.00am
10.00am
10.30am

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament

9.00am
10.00am
10.30am
7.00pm

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament

9.00am
10.00am
10.30am
9.00am
10.00am

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament

9.00am
10.00am
10.40am
11.30AM

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament

7.00pm

Thanks to DJ intentions

9.00am
10.00am
10.30am

FEASTS & MEMORIALS
of the Holy Liturgy

Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7;
Psalm – 28;
Acts 10: 34-38;
Matthew 3: 13-17;

1 Samuel 1: 1-8;
Psalm – 115;
Mark 1: 14-20;

Kevin & Kathleen intentions
We pray the Rosary & Devotions

+ Phyllis Campbell RIP

We pray the Rosary & Devotions

In some intention known to
God
Sr Yvonne and all at Emmaus
We pray the Rosary & Devotions

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament

Liturgy of the Word followed
by The Rosary & Devotions

1ST Week in Ordinary
Time
Votive Mass of
the Holy Spirit
1ST Week in Ordinary
Time
1ST Week in Ordinary
Time

We pray the Rosary & Devotions

Requiem Mass of + Peter
Mendonca de Souza RIP

+ O'Connor Family RIP

1 Samuel 1: 9-20;
Psalm – 1 S 2;
Mark 1: 21-28;
1 Samuel 3: 1-10, 19-20;
Psalm – 39;
Mark 1: 29-39;
1 Samuel 4: 1-11;
Psalm – 43;
Mark 1: 40-45;
1 Samuel 8: 4-7, 10-22a;
Psalm – 88;
Mark 2: 1-12;

+ Norah Hester Warren RIP

followed by Exposition of The Blessed
Sacrament & Divine Mercy Chaplet sung
Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament

Readings
of a day

Our Lady on Saturday

We pray the Rosary & Devotions

8.30AM + William Flynn RIP
10.15AM In John Mason’s intention
1.00PM Mass in Polish: + Michal &
Bronislawa Szymalik RIP

1 Samuel 9: 1-4, 17-19; 10:
1a;
Psalm – 20;
Mark 2: 13-17;
Isaiah 49: 3, 5-6;
Psalm – 39;
1 Corinthians 1: 1-38;
John 1: 29-34;

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY)
THURSDAY
16-01-2020

Saturday 18-01-2020

VIGIL of SUNDAY MASS

12.00noon

+ Barbara Sprott RIP

6.00 pm

For All Parishioners –
living and dead

1ST Week in Ordinary
Time

1 Samuel 4: 1-11;
Psalm – 43;
Mark 1: 40-45;
Isaiah 49: 3, 5-6;
Psalm – 39;
1 Corinthians 1: 1-38;
John 1: 29-34;

OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The total amount was: £1367.67 (56,4 %
Gift Aid). As always, your generosity is much appreciated. Your offertory
makes the life and work of the Parish possible. Thank all of You who make
our church, our Parish so beautiful and alive!
Crib Offerings: This year, with the encouragement of Bishop Philip,
our parish will be donating crib offerings to the Friends of the Holy Land.
Every penny will help the poorest Christian families, especially in and
around Bethlehem, the West Bank, Gaza and Israel, with education,
employment, health and housing costs and initiatives. FHL is non-political and ecumenical.

Why the Queen’s Christmas tree will stay up for another month

The reason is heart-warming
Now that Epiphany has passed, many families have taken down their Christmas trees. However,
Queen Elizabeth’s tree will stay up until February 6 — for a very poignant reason.
The Queen is currently staying at her private Sandringham house in Norfolk, on the east
coast of England. It’s her little hideaway from life at Buckingham palace — although, when we say
little, it’s still enormous by most people’s standards, standing on a 22,000-acre estate. It also
happens to be one of the few properties actually owned by the Queen herself and not the state.
The Queen’s father, George VI, was particularly fond of the house, writing to his mother
Queen Mary, “I have always been so happy here and I love the place.” So, it is perhaps fitting
that Sandringham is where the King died of lung cancer in 1952.
For the Queen, who was particularly close to her father, it must be bittersweet as it’s full of
cherished memories and marks some momentous occasions in her life — both happy and sad.
After all, it is at Sandringham where her grandfather also died, she took accession to the throne,
and where she normally delivers her annual Christmas address to the British people.
It is also a place where she takes the time each year to mourn her beloved father’s passing.
She stays at the estate over the Christmas period until after the anniversary of his death, and after
her accession day on February 6. And while the sovereign is there, the Christmas decorations stay
up.
While there are no exact explanations to the practice, the Christmas tree is possibly symbolic
of a time when it was common for Christian countries to mark the Christmas season all the way to
the feast of the Presentation of the Lord — Candlemas as it is also called. It also no doubt
represents the happy times she spent there with her family, with her father by her side. Whatever
the reasons, the tree is a beautiful tradition that represents faith and family.

Baptism facts: Do you know yours?
Your baptismal anniversary is an important event to celebrate year after year. Here’s how to
prepare.
As the Church celebrates the feast of the Baptism of Our Lord, it gives believers an opportunity to
pause and remember their own baptisms.
The majority of Catholics have no memories of their baptism, and that’s because they were
baptized as infants. For some though, the memory is strong, as they were baptized as an adult after
going through the RCIA process. Regardless of age, what do you know about your baptism?
Let’s pause and remember the facts of our own baptism: the where, when, and who of our
baptism.
WHERE WERE YOU BAPTIZED?
The church of your baptism is important. In the Catholic Church, when you get ordained or
married, you need to contact the parish of baptism and have them issue a new baptismal certificate

with notations. The parish keeps a baptismal register and updates it with notifications when an
individual receives significant sacraments and, where applicable, an annulment.
The church of your baptism probably had some significance in your family’s life. It could be the
church where one of your parents grew up in or the local parish in the community you were raised.
In the lives of the saints, the churches where they were baptized often become stops on a religious
pilgrimage. When’s the last time you visited the church where you were baptized? Does it still exist?
Maybe it’s time to make a visit and remember the sacramental grace bestowed on you that day.
WHEN WERE YOU BAPTIZED?
The date of one’s baptism is also significant. Some religious communities of monks and nuns don’t
even celebrate a person’s birthday, and instead celebrate their anniversary of baptism. It’s such an
important date because it was on that day we became adopted children of God, claimed for Christ
Jesus, and washed clean of original sin.
Do you know the date of your baptism? Have you ever celebrated it? If not, find out, and plan to
do something special on that day, like a religious pilgrimage, going to Mass, or celebrating the
sacrament of Reconciliation.
WHO BAPTIZED YOU?
Were you baptized by a deacon, priest, bishop, or, by some rare chance, the pope? You may have
been baptized by a lay person, too, in an emergency situation, if it was in the hospital.
I fostered a special bond with the priest who baptized me. I didn’t meet him until I was in my 20s,
and he appeared to be my Professor the Sacrum Arts in the Seminary, which came really by a huge
surprise. When I would drive by the town, I would stop and pay him a visit. He was always proud that
someone he baptized decided to choose a vocation in the Church.
Find out who baptized you. Pray for them. Write them a note thanking them, or if you are brave
enough, go and visit them.
WHO ARE YOUR GODPARENTS?
Hopefully you can readily answer that question because they have played an active role in your
life. If not, that can encourage you, if you are a godparent, to be a better godparent to your godchild
than they were to you. Godparents should be a part of the child’s life, especially in their spiritual life.
I was moved by a gift one godparent gave at a party I was at. The godparent said she would pay
for all the religious education fees for her godchild. She took seriously that responsibility of assisting
those parents in their duty as Christian parents. Pray for your godparents, and if it has been a while
since you contacted them, send them a message letting them know you are thinking of them.
HOW WILL YOU
REMEMBER YOUR
BAPTISM?
Each time you go into a
church and bless yourself
with holy water, you have an
opportunity to remember
your baptism.
• The very fact we call
ourselves Christians is a
reminder to us of who we are
as baptized children of God.
• Besides remembering the
facts of your baptism,
consider renewing your
baptismal promises to reject
Satan and his empty
promises on a weekly basis.
This spiritual practice could be something you undertake as a family prayer at the beginning of each
week.
Bless yourself with holy water before retiring for the night.
•

•

These are simple ways for us to always remember our baptism. And perhaps the best thing we can do, is
to strive to live up to the words that the Father says of Jesus: This is my beloved son with whom I am
well pleased. Live a life pleasing to God each day as His beloved son or daughter.

Monday 13th January:
- 5.30PM to 7.00PM – First
Communion session for the
Children and their Parents “SACRAMENT of
CONFESSION”

Tuesday 14th
January:
- from 7.40pm to 9.00pm HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - SCRIPTURE MEETING - ALL are very
welcome in the Presbytery (105 Waverley Road) This time we will continue to focus on the Mark 5, 1-6,

and I will make You familiar with the proper Rite of Exorcism and the Official prayers of Deliverance;

Thursday 16th January:
- at 10.00am city

vision focus

group Imagine Portsmouth is a new project
that will bring together people and communities in
creating a new vision for the future of the city.

Friday 17th January:
- from 8.15pm to 10.15pm – WATCHING ‘LORENZO’S

OIL’ MOVIE - “Life has
meaning only in the struggle,
triumph or defeat is in the hands
of the Gods… so let us celebrate
the struggle!” (after a short

introduction we are very welcome to
enjoy another very meaningful film with
the message which we will try to find,
keep and live – ALL ARE VERY
WELCOME in the Youth Club Room);
Saturday 18th January:
- from 11.20am to 1.00pm – Classes of
Polish Grammar, History & Catechism
for Polish children (age from 5 to 10) - in
the Youth Room, in the hall;
- from 7.40pm to 10.00pm – FORMATION MEETING FOR POLISH ADULTS ALL are very
welcome in the Youth Room, in the hall;

Sunday 12th January:
- from 11.40am to 12.15pm – SUNDAY SCHOOL in the Youth Room, in the hall;
- from 2.40pm to 10.00pm – Pastoral Visits

Fridays of Lent – 28th FEBRUARY – 3RD April 2020
7.30PM to 9.00PM
ST Swithun’s Parish Hall
£20/person for the whole course, due at the first session (for the materials and refreshment)
FORGIVEN: The Transforming Power of Confession has been carefully designed to help Catholics more deeply
encounter the great gift of God's mercy in the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation and to help this sacrament
become a regular part of their spiritual journey. This series will explore the profound effects and healing grace of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.
In this series, participants will discover the merciful way that God seeks us out when we have sinned and calls us
back to himself. They will examine the sacrament from the perspective of both he priest and the penitent, and will
explore the scriptural foundation of the sacrament. This study will help them recognize the beauty of the Rite of
Penance and the transformative power of the grace God offers us in this sacrament.

PLEASE, REGISTER YOURSELF THROUGH THE PARISH OFFICE OR IN THE SACRISTY
Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Robert Steward, Louise Muscat, Tony Duffy, Brian Girling, Shelia
Langford; Catherine Morgan, Piam Brown Ward, for all the children suffering and their poor families with them Aidan Molloy,
David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, Kathleen & Kevin Jones, Heidi Badnell, Rosemary Devonald,
Dominic, Carol Langsford, Patricia Ward, Stan Whitnell, Patrick McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby,
Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Fred Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis,
Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Anne Sullivan, Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler. Please, pray for all
whose anniversaries of death occur at this time: 12 January: Peter Mendonca de Sousa, Emma Edmundson, Patricia Mary
Groom, Barbara Margaret Sprott, Michael Lawrence Egan, Etheldreda Knight , Angela Elizabeth Mallon, Kenneth Horace Tall,
Anthony Kinght, Josephine Smalley, Harry Murray, Thomas Walsh, Margaret Wickenden, Gerry Tout, Margaret Maria England,
Anna Rainer, Margaret Davis, William Gast, James Michaelin, Ivy Lillian Koerner, Eileen Nora Howard, Michael Valentine,
Michael Garvey, Patrick McErlane, Kathleen Mary Aldridge, Ellen Kiely, Margery Diana Woods (Maddy), Mary Millgate, Mary
Robinson, Marie Stanway, Mary Patricia Ann Morley, Grace Margaret Cross, Hilda Eliza Mary Vella, Elena Glacin, Mary
Bulbeck, Charles Oliver, Minnie Elliot, Winifred Bennett, Mary Hyatt, Gertrude Green, Arthur (Mick) Tressidder, Katherine
Dogherty, Darrel Hugh Lochrie, Ernest Gant, Teresa Malbon, Peter Morley, Keith Lane, Lily Lawrence, Dorothy Bradley,
Geoffrey Browning, Margaret Ellen Brayfield, Sister Mechtilde Fox, Vernon Alfred Richard Read, Mildred Durr and Margaret
Mabel Annie Griffin.
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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