FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS,
MARY & JOSEPH
29TH December 2019

For the Holy Father and all Catholic Christians, each new calendar year begins with a
heartfelt plea for peace.
Pope Paul VI proposed that January 1, the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, be dedicated to the
cause of universal peace, and so this day of prayer was first observed on New Year’s Day, 1968.
Each year since, the pontiffs have issued important statements and messages for this day. Pope Francis has
continued this custom, also making his first prayer Intention of 2020, “That Christians, followers of
other religions and all people of goodwill may promote peace and justice in the world.”
He has given his intention to his prayer network, his own prayer group and the largest in the Church, so that
we might make it widely known in our parishes, communities and friendship circles.

The prophets called for peace. Jeremiah, penetrating behind outward appearances, as a prophet should,
saw how many people cry, “Peace! peace” while there is no peace” (Jer 8:11). Ezekiel and Micah could see this
too. We build and renew expensive weapons of war, which threaten total human annihilation, while claiming
that they keep the peace, but we refuse to commit resources to end evils such as homelessness, racism and the
climate emergency. We would rather hold onto thermonuclear weapons rather than seek peaceful ways to
resolve conflict. We put our trust in that which is evil, ignoring what is good.
Pope Francis constantly draws our attention to the need for dialogue and has exemplified it himself on so
many occasions. To adopt an attitude of preparedness to dialogue, especially with those who are in any way
different from us – in race, religion, social situation to name but three – is to counter the identity politics and
nastiness that have come to dominate so much.
We have remained in our own echo chambers, our own “silos”, hearing only views similar to our own.
And we might have heard but seldom listened. Opinions harden into attitudes and soon become prejudices.
But if we decide to commit ourselves to a readiness to dialogue, all that will crumble. We will have begun to be
peacemakers. Another Francis, the saint of Assisi, reputedly advised, “Start by doing what is necessary, then
what is possible, and suddenly you are doing the impossible.”
Here in Britain we have recently undergone a General Election. By normal standards, it was anything
but peaceful, while at least passing without physical violence. Robust debate is to be expected but we saw
little debate and heard lots of shouting.
Pope Francis, in his 2019 message on peace, spoke of the need for politics to be at the service of peace,
not fear. He wrote of peace as, “The fruit of a great political project grounded in the mutual responsibility and
interdependence of human beings.” Let these words remind us, a year later, that we’ve all got this
responsibility and that the peace we now need to work for, at this historical moment, is with ourselves, with
others and with all of creation.
PRAYER MOMENT: Look for an external place or interior space of silence, or at least rather less
noise. Become aware, as St Ignatius always suggested, of the gaze of the Trinity on you and in this world, and
on this new year of 2020. Prayer is God’s gift to us and, as St Paul noted, it’s God’s Holy Spirit who prays
within us, if we’re open to that gift. Let God look at you now and let God’s Spirit pray within you.
Prayer changes us makes us more ready to act – prayer mobilises us. A faith-filled life is the best answer
to that prayer the Spirit makes in us. Most of us, quite often, make the understandable mistake of thinking that
we say prayers to change a situation or to change another person.
But we must pray to be changed and then to work for change, for the sake of the Gospel and of humanity.
A morning offering prayer, such as the Apostleship of Prayer (now the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network) has
proposed for 175 years, can focus the rest of our day. Here is one possible morning prayer for January, from
our “Living Prayer 2020” booklet:
“Heavenly Father, I begin this new day in gratitude for all that you have given me. May I seek to live
with joy this day and to let that joy spread to all those I meet. I offer you my thoughts, words, deeds and all
that I am for the intention of Pope Francis this month. Our Father…”

st SWITHUN’S CHURCH (105 Waverley Road, Southsea)
DAY OF THE WEEK

FEAST OF THE HOLY
FAMILY OF JESUS,
MARY & JOSEPH
29-12-2019

MONDAY
30-12-2019
TUESDAY
31-12-2019
WEDNESDAY
01-01-2020

THURSDAY
02-01-2020

TIME

INTENTIONS
OF THE HOLY MASS
8.30AM James Joseph & Joan Irene
Brennan RIP
10.15AM + Bryan Boulter RIP
1.00PM Mass in Polish:
+ Jan Drabik RIP
9.00am Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament
10.00am + Jill Wright RIP
10.30am We pray the Rosary & Devotions
9.00am Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament
10.00am Rosemary and Louis intentions
10.30am We pray the Rosary & Devotions
7.00pm For all Parishioners in thanks...
9.00am Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament
10.00am For FMDM Sisters
10.30am We pray the Rosary & Devotions
10.00am
11.00am

FEASTS & MEMORIALS
of the Holy Liturgy

Ecclesiasticus 3: 2-6, 1214;
Psalm – 127;
Colossians 3: 12-21;
Matthew 2: 13-15, 19-23;

Liturgy of the Day
Sixth Day within Octave
of Christmas
Liturgy of the Day
Seventh Day within
Octave of Christmas

GROOM RIP

SATURDAY
04-01-2020
FIRST SATURDAY
OF THE MONTH

9.00am
10.00am

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament

10.30am

We pray the Rosary & Devotions

SOLEMNITY
OF THE EPIPHANY
OF THE LORD

8.30AM

FRIDAY
03-01-2020
FIRST FRIDAY
OF THE MONTH

05-01-2020

1 John 2: 18-21;
Psalm – 95;
John 1: 1-18;

1 John 2: 22-28;
Psalm – 97;
John 1: 19-28;

Requiem Mass & Funeral
of + PATRICIA MARY
We pray the Rosary & Devotions

1 John 2: 12-17;
Psalm – 95;
Luke 2: 36-40;

Numbers 6: 22-27;
Psalm – 66;
Galatians 4: 4-7;
Luke 2: 16-21;

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament

12.00am
9.00am
10.00am
10.30am
7.00pm

Readings
of a day

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament

1 John 2: 29 – 3: 6;
Psalm – 97;
John 1: 29-34;

Michael and Murray Clarke

We pray the Rosary & Devotions

Margaret & Richard Moran

followed by Exposition of The Blessed
Sacrament & Sacred Heart Devotion

Denis (Thanksgiving for many
kindnesses)

Liturgy of the Day
Saturday of Christmastide
before Epiphany

1 John 3: 7-10;
Psalm – 97;
John 1: 35-42;
Isaiah 60: 1-6;
Psalm – 71;
Ephesians 3: 2-3a, 5-6;
Matthew 2: 1-12;

+ Marie de Glamorgan RIP
10.15AM Sr. Sandra Curran (Golden
Jubilee
1.00PM Mass in Polish: Hania
Bukowska – for healing

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY)
THURSDAY
02-01-2020

Saturday 04-01-2020

VIGIL of SUNDAY MASS

12.00noon

NO MASS !!!

6.00 pm

For All Parishioners –
living and dead

NO MASS !!!

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION THIS WEEK:
MONDAY to WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY to SATURDAY 9.00am to 9.55am at St Swithun’s
THURSDAY - 10.00am to 10.45am at St Swithun’s
Tuesday & Friday: 6:30 pm to 6:55 at St Swithun’s
Sunday: 8.00am to 8.25am; 12:30pm to 12:55pm at St Swithun’s;
Saturday at Our Lady of Lourdes’ church: 5.30pm to 5.55pm
and by request…

NO MASS !!!
Isaiah 60: 1-6;
Psalm – 71;
Ephesians 3: 2-3a, 5-6;
Matthew 2: 1-12;

"URBI ET ORBI" MESSAGE
OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
CHRISTMAS 2019

Central Loggia of the Vatican Basilica
Wednesday, 25 December 2019
“The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light” (Is 9:1)

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Merry
Christmas!
From the womb of Mother
Church, the incarnate Son of God is
born anew this night. His name is
Jesus, which means: “God saves”.
The Father, eternal and infinite Love,
has sent him into the world not to
condemn the world but to save it
(cf. Jn 3:17). The Father has given him to us with great mercy. He has given him to everyone. He has given
him forever. The Son is born, like a small light flickering in the cold and darkness of the night.
That Child, born of the Virgin Mary, is the Word of God made flesh. The Word who guided Abraham’s
heart and steps towards the promised land, and who continues to draw to himself all those who trust in God’s
promises. The Word who led the Hebrews on the journey from slavery to freedom and who continues to call
the enslaved in every age, including our own, to come forth from their prisons. He is the Word brighter than
the sun, made incarnate in a tiny son of man: Jesus the light of the world.
This is why the prophet cries out: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light” (Is 9:1).
There is darkness in human hearts, yet the light of Christ is greater still. There is darkness in personal, family
and social relationships, but the light of Christ is greater. There is darkness in economic, geopolitical and
ecological conflicts, yet greater still is the light of Christ.
May Christ bring his light to the many children suffering from war and conflicts in the Middle East and in
various countries of the world. May he bring comfort to the beloved Syrian people who still see no end to the
hostilities that have rent their country over the last decade. Today may he stir the consciences of men and
women of good will. May he inspire governments and the international community to find solutions to allow
the peoples of that region to live together in peace and security, and put an end to their unspeakable
sufferings. May he sustain the Lebanese people and enable them to overcome the current crisis and rediscover
their vocation to be a message of freedom and harmonious coexistence for all.
May the Lord Jesus bring light to the Holy Land, where he was born as the Saviour of mankind, and
where so many people – struggling but not discouraged – still await a time of peace, security and prosperity.
May he bring consolation to Iraq amid its present social tensions, and to Yemen, suffering from a grave
humanitarian crisis.
May the tiny Babe of Bethlehem bring hope to the whole American continent, where a number of
nations are experiencing a time of social and political upheaval. May he encourage the beloved Venezuelan
people, long tried by their political and social tensions, and ensure that they receive the aid they need. May he
bless the efforts of those who spare no effort to promote justice and reconciliation and to overcome the
various crises and the many forms of poverty that offend the dignity of each person.
May the Redeemer of the world bring light to beloved Ukraine, which yearns for concrete solutions for
an enduring peace.

May the newborn Lord bring light to the people of Africa, where persistent social and political situations
often force individuals to migrate, depriving them of a home and family. May he bring peace to those living in
the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, torn by continuing conflicts. May he bring
consolation to all who suffer because of violence, natural disasters or outbreaks of disease. And may he bring
comfort to those who are persecuted for their religious faith, especially missionaries and members of the
faithful who have been kidnapped, and to the victims of attacks by extremist groups, particularly in Burkina
Faso, Mali, Niger and Nigeria.
May the Son of God, come down to earth from heaven, protect and sustain all those who, due to these
and other injustices, are forced to emigrate in the hope of a secure life. It is injustice that makes them cross
deserts and seas that become cemeteries. It is injustice that forces them to endure unspeakable forms of
abuse, enslavement of every kind and torture in inhumane detention camps. It is injustice that turns them
away from places where they might have hope for a dignified life, but instead find themselves before walls of
indifference.
May Emmanuel bring light to all the suffering members of our human family. May he soften our often
stony and self-centred hearts, and make them channels of his love. May he bring his smile, through our poor
faces, to all the children of the world: to those who are abandoned and those who suffer violence. Through
our frail hands, may he clothe those who have nothing to wear, give bread to the hungry and heal the sick.
Through our friendship, such as it is, may he draw close to the elderly and the lonely, to migrants and the
marginalized. On this joyful Christmas Day, may he bring his tenderness to all and brighten the darkness of
this world.

Christmas Good Wishes after the Message Urbi et Orbi
Dear brothers and sisters,
I renew my best wishes for a happy Christmas to all of you who have come from every part of the world to
this Square, and to all who in different countries joined us through the radio, television and the other means
of communication. I thank you for your presence on this joyful day.
All of us are called to give hope to our world by proclaiming with words, and above all by the testimony of our
lives, that Jesus, our peace, is born.
Please do not forget to pray for me. Have a good Christmas dinner and… arrivederci!

Day of Prayer for those in Safeguarding Ministry

Sunday 29th December is the Feast of the Holy Family, and also
our annual diocesan Day of Prayer for those in the ministry of
Safeguarding. It is a day when we pray for children and
vulnerable adults, for the victims of abuse and for all who work in
the ministry of safeguarding. Just as Mary and Joseph created a
safe home-environment for Jesus, so too on this day, let us offer
the Rosary and pray that the Church in all her contexts will be a
safe haven for our children and for the vulnerable. Let us thank
God too for the work of our diocesan Safeguarding Team and the
members of the Safeguarding Commission, and above be all for those across the Diocese who
serve
so
generously
in
our
parishes
as
safeguarding
ministers.

We thank our Parish Safeguarding Officers:
Mrs Mo
Griffiths (here
with her
beloved
husband David
wishing us a
Happy New
Year 2019) And
Mrs Anne
Worden

Abandoned dog finds comfort with Baby Jesus … photos go viral
In the creche of a public Nativity scene, a puppy finds comfort and rest … and a new family.
A touching episode that took place in Criciúma, Brazil, in 2008 has gone viral again! An unusual “living
statue” joined a Nativity scene set up in one of the southern Brazilian city’s squares: in the manger at the feet
of the Baby Jesus, a German shepherd puppy, abandoned by its owners, found warmth and shelter in the
hay.

The imperturbable calm of the puppy sleeping
at the side of the Baby Jesus, despite being watched by the eyes of hundreds of visitors, charmed the town’s
citizens who visited the Nativity scene that day.
When the pup eventually awoke to see the cameras of curious passers-by, he was startled at first, but
the story has a happy ending worthy of Christmas: just as someone had abandoned him, someone else
decided to adopt him and welcome him into their home.

On the 1st January, on the Solemnity of Mary, The
Holy Mother of God our Sisters who have ministered in
Portsmouth for 15 years already and their community is based in
this Parish of St Swithun’s. Some of the sisters we can see
frequently at Mass and around the parishes of Portsmouth: Sr.
Marie Elise - our own parish sister; Sr. Mary Athanasius ministers at Corpus Christi and St Joseph’s parish; Sr. Yvonne ministers in spiritual direction and retreat work, Sr. Maura ministers at the Cathedral parish.

The Franciscan Missionaries of the Divine
Motherhood (FMDM) are an International Religious
Congregation of Catholic women who proclaim with their
lives the joy and freedom of the Gospel in the spirit of
Francis and Clare of Assisi, sharing the life of their
brothers and sisters wherever they go.
Their charism: Franciscan
Francis and Clare were both passionately committed
to a radical Gospel life which attracted many followers in their time and continues to attract many today.
Francis is characterised by a life of radical simplicity and gospel joy; witnessing to God’s love for all
people and all creation by loving and reverencing each and every person he met from lepers to Sultans and
Popes to the ordinary townspeople. He showed similar reverence for all of creation calling them ‘sister’ and
‘brother’… “All praise to You, My God for Sister Water and Brother Fire” (Canticle of Creation).
St Clare – the first Franciscan Woman calls us by her contemplative stance and strong sense of servant

leadership invites us today to live in that same spirit, attentive to the Spirit of God within each one.
Missionaries: In faith and through our vow of obedience we are ready to go wherever we are sent
throughout the world. We recognise that in sharing whatever gifts we may have we receive, in return, so
much more from the people to whom we are missioned. We are one in our mission though our ministries are
diverse. ‘Divine Motherhood’ Ladywell Convent Chapel of the Divine Motherhood
Their charism encourages them to seek to imitate Mary in her unique role as Mother of God – to
conceive, give birth to, and nurture the life of Christ – which is a life
of love – in their hearts, their communities and in the world today.

Please, let us remember that this Thursday 2nd January 2020, at
11.00AM in St Swithun’s Church we say – “SEE YOU AGAIN…” to
our Dear Parishioner – Pat Groom. She will be greatly missed by so
many of us. We’ll offer the Requiem Mass in thanksgiving for the gift of
Her life among us and we’ll p[ray, that She will be welcomed by Jesus

Christ, our Saviour in Heaven. ALL ARE VERY WELCOME!
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ. I just would like to say a huge
thank YOU for all your prayers, kind words, Christmas Cards, gifts,
donations for me this Christmas. I assure You that each – even the
smallest sign of your support is very much appreciated.
As always – I would like to let You know what am I going to use
your kind Christmas offerings, which as You know in England are
dedicated to a priest as thanksgiving for his pastoral work.
So, it will used to: - Our annual Summer trip with the young people;
- Buy wine and communicants for the Holy Mass;
- Buy the candles for the altars;
- Buy the materials for the children (Sunday School
and Polish School on Saturdays)
- and finally: I will spend this to make my dream
come true to attend 'An Experience With Mel Gibson' on 5 th December
2020 in London, to meet him face to face, to ask the questions and to
celebrate of 25 years of 'Braveheart'.
Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Julie Duffy, Brian Girling, Shelia
Langford; Catherine Morgan, Piam Brown Ward, for all the children suffering and their poor families
with them Aidan Molloy, David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, Kathleen Jones,
Heidi Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Patricia Ward, Pat Groom, Stan
Whitnell, Patrick McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan
Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Fred Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary
Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Anne Sullivan, Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler. Please, pray for
all whose anniversaries of death occur at this time: 29tH December: Patricia Mary Groom, Barbara Margaret Sprott, Lindford,
Mary Jane Jones (Maura), Malcolm Brian Geraghty, Raymond Anthony Herrity, Rose Eckersley, Mary Agnes Newton, Carmela
Mantle, Anthony Andrews, Stephen Dormer, Terence James McKenna, Laurence Fraser Somers, John Graham, Ann Louise
McGuire, Edward Peter Dominic Sugars, Elizabeth Mary Hassall, Jessie Kennett, Margaret Lyne, Patrick John Nicholson, Felix
Edward Gower, Thi Bay Mai, Marjorie Evelyn Williams, Sarah Haines, John Patrick Bambrough, Johannah Miller, Violet
Beatrice Kneller, Horace Edward Randall, Michael Geary Frederick Marrin, Margaret Dudman, Christopher Alexander
MacDonald, Margaret Rose Lynch (Rose), Michael Kane, Florence Read, Muriel Ryan, Alfred Kenneth Elliot, Norman Cyril
Pickard, Jack Barter, Tadeusz Mikulski, Lucy Osmonde, Gerald James Murphy, Evelyn Blanche Bushnell, Peter Jeffery & Louise
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Margaret Baxter.
Amen

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.

