
 

 In his message for the third World Day of the Poor, celebrated on 17 November 2019, Pope 
Francis reminds us that “the poor are not numbers, but people”, to be assisted, accompanied, 
protected, defended and saved. He recalled that this is not possible without the humility of listening, 
the charism of the whole, the courage of renunciation. He reminded us that to “follow the way of 
charity, of humility and of listening means lending an ear to the little ones”, because God reveals 
himself through them. And he asked us not to look down on anyone from above. “You can only look 
down at a person from above,” he insisted, “in order to help them get up”. 

  During his audience with delegates of the Caritas Internationalis General Assembly on 27 May 
2019, the Pope called for serious action in this regard. He urged us to live our mission with a style of 
poverty, gratuitousness and humility. He insisted that we cannot live charity without having 
interpersonal relationships with the poor: living with and for the poor. He denounced any hypocritical 
and deceptive charity that merely gives alms, and acts as if to salve our worried conscience. For the 
Pope, charity is not to be equated with philanthropic effectiveness, planning efficiency or even an 
overstated and agitated organisation. He invited us to cultivate a personal encounter with Christ, in 
order to meet him in the poor (see Matt. 25). 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

In this week's Gospel we hear Christ's Apocalyptic 
Discourse with the too familiar image of Nation fighting 
against nation, kingdom against kingdom, great 
earthquakes and plagues and famines in various places. 
These events which we witness everyday should draw 
our minds to the afterlife and be a reminder to us that we 
should always be prepared spiritually for the end of 
days, whether the world's or just our own. 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/papa-francesco_20190613_messaggio-iii-giornatamondiale-poveri-2019.html


 

 I have asked some of the volunteers from our Parish, who are involved in our ministry among 
those in need, poor, the homeless, so we can see the amount of work which has been done, and is 
continued all the time – because of your merciful hearts, hands, legs… 
 Thank You so much in the name of all those, who – I’m sure would like to say THANK YOU to so 
many around us. 
 
Some report and news from Lisa & Andrew: 
 
Dear Friends 
  Since Open Church project January 2018, we have been able to continue a relationship with our friends, 
thanks to the great commitment of Diana, Denis, Jo, Andy & our Volunteers at Lunch @ 2. Which if anyone is not 
familiar with, provides a 2 course hot meal for our homeless & vulnerable. 
A few Updates 

  M, S, T & D are on the journey of recovery from Alcohol abuse 
  With the amazing support of Bozena, we will hopefully be able to place 4 guests into a permanent 
accommodation once applications for support have been processed. 
  Some work experience has been offered from our local Polish Baker, to assist with the transition. 
  Since our last contact with*P*,   he has stopped drinking and in full time employment. 

  2 of our Romanian friends A & K have transferred from the emergency shelter to Hope house, a longer term 
bed. With better access and no queuing. 
  Sadly, as you may know we lost a dear friend Przemek, which has hit our community hard and slowly we can 
see some signs of recovery for his dear friends. The Legacy Przemek has left in our hearts is to never give up trying! 

As Przemek never gave up hope of getting better! 
   So, Looking Forward:  Caritas our Catholic Charity have kindly agreed to take over the overall running of the 
Open Church Project in Portsmouth (as well as Gosport Open doors). 
  We will be running the Project from Monday 3rd February – 2nd March, it will be for a shorter period this year, 

as we give new churches an opportunity to gain experience. 
  Please look out in the next week for our Volunteer Information evening which will be held at St John’s 
Cathedral.  An introduction to Open Church Project & opportunity to sign up! 
  Finally, on a last note as the cold weather is 

now upon us, A plea for Warm clothes for our 
Lunch @ 2 guests:                        
 

     Hats, Gloves, scarfs 
                                Jumpers, hoodies 
                                Tracksuits, Jeans 
                                T-Shirts, Long sleeved tops 
                                Warm socks, Boxers, pants 
(mostly male guests’ max size Large) 

                                Outdoor Shoes, Trainers 
  Please no suits, shirts, office wear or XXL 
items.... Many thanks. Again look out for our Wish 
List at the back of the Church & On St Swithuns 
website, in which we hope to have a link to items 

you may wish to support our projects with e.g New 
Socks & Boxers(which we always need! 
  Thank You for reading! Thank You for any 
contribution you can make! 

 Most important of all! 
  Please continue to Pray for our wonderful 
Volunteers who without we could not continue and 
of course our guests! Many Blessings 

Lisa Butler 
St Swithun’s OCP Co-ordinator 

 

 



 

st SWITHUN’S CHURCH -  

(105 Waverley Road, 

Southsea) 

DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTIONS 
OF THE HOLY MASS 

FEASTS & 
MEMORIALS 

of the Holy Liturgy 

Readings  
of a day 

XXXIII SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

17-11-2019 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 
1.00PM 

+ Jayne McLuckie RIP 
No intention! 

Mass in Polish: For Wiktor in 
thanksgiving 

 

Malachi 3: 19-20a; 
Psalm – 97; 

2 Thessalonians 3: 7 - 12; 
Luke 21: 5-19; 

 
MONDAY 
18-11-2019 

 
9.00am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

 
 
Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

Holy Souls  (Gracias) 
The Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 

 

 
1 Maccabees 1: 10-15, 41-

43, 54-57, 62-63; 
Psalm – 118; 

Luke 18: 35-43; 

 
TUESDAY 
19-11-2019 

9.00am 
10.00am 

 
10.30am  
7.00pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Mary Blackburn & Celia 
Madden RIP 
 

The Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 

+ Ondak & Drevenak Families  

33RD Week in Ordinary 
Time 

 
Votive Mass  

For Fine Weather  

 
2 Maccabees 6: 18-31; 

Psalm - 16; 
Luke 19: 11-28; 

WEDNESDAY 
20-11-2019 

9.00am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

+ Winifred Alice Evans RIP 
The Rosary for the Holy Souls 

33RD Week in Ordinary 
Time 

 

2 Maccabees 7: 1, 20-31 
Psalm - 3; 

Luke 19: 41-44; 

 
THURSDAY 
21-11-2019 

 
9.00am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

 
 
 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Yvonne Tomkins RIP 
The Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 

 
1 Maccabees 2: 15-29; 

Psalm - 49; 
Luke 19: 1 – 10; 

 
FRIDAY 

22-11-2019 
 

9.00am 
10.00am 

10.30am 
7.00pm  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

Maureen Margaret Kennedy RIP 

The Rosary for the Holy Souls 
Holy Souls followed by Exposition of 

The Blessed Sacrament & Divine Mercy 
Chaplet 

 

 
1 Maccabees 4: 36-37, 52-

59; 
Psalm – 1 Ch 29; 
Luke 19: 45-48; 

 
SATURDAY 
23-11-2019 

 

9.00am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Margaret (Peggy) Pearce RIP 
The Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 

1 Maccabees 6: 1-13; 
Psalm - 9; 

Luke 20: 27-40 - 10 

SOLEMNITY of OUR 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

KING of THE UNIVERSE 
24-11-2019 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 
1.00PM 

 

  

+ Charles Monk McShane RIP 

For all Parishioners  
Mass in Polish: For Eryk on His 
6TH Birthday 

 

 
2 Samuel 5: 1-3; 

Psalm – 121; 
Colossians 1: 12-20; 

Luke 23: 35-43; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 

 OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection was £1395.76 (64% 

gift aid). As always, your generosity is much appreciated. Your offertory makes the life 
and work of the Parish possible. Thank all of You who make our church, our Parish so 
beautiful and alive!  

 
THURSDAY 
21-11-2019 

 
12.00noon 

 
No intention! 

 

 

1 Maccabees 2: 15-29; 
Psalm - 49; 

Luke 19: 1 – 10; 

 
Saturday 16-11-2017 

VIGIL of SUNDAY MASS 

 
6.00 pm 

Rohan De Silva and 
birthday anniversary: Iris 

Melder) 
 

2 Samuel 5: 1-3; 
Psalm – 121; 

Colossians 1: 12-20; 
Luke 23: 35-43; 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

 Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk  FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk  
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS - THIRD WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 

The hope of the poor shall not perish for ever 

   1. “The hope of the poor will not perish for ever” (Ps 9:19). These words of the Psalm remain timely. They 
express a profound truth that faith impresses above all on the hearts of the poor, restoring lost hope in the face 
of injustice, sufferings and the uncertainties of life. 
  The Psalmist describes the condition of the poor and the arrogance of those who oppress them (cf. 10, 1-
10). He invokes God’s judgment to restore justice and overcome evil (cf. 10, 14-15). In his words, we hear an echo 
of age-old questions. How can God tolerate this disparity? How can he let the poor be humiliated without 
coming to their aid? Why does he allow 
oppressors to prosper instead of 
condemning their conduct, especially in 
the light of the sufferings of the poor? 
  The Psalm was composed at a 
time of great economic development 
that, as often happens, also led to 
serious social imbalances. The 
inequitable distribution of wealth 
created a significant number of poor 
people, whose condition appeared all 
the more dramatic in comparison with 
the wealth attained by a privileged few. 
The Psalmist, observing the situation, 
paints a picture as realistic as it is true. 
  It was a time when arrogant and ungodly people hounded the poor, seeking to take possession even of 
what little they had, and to reduce them to bondage. The situation is not much different today. The economic 
crisis has not prevented large groups of people from accumulating fortunes that often appear all the more 
incongruous when, in the streets of our cities, we daily encounter great numbers of the poor who lack the bare 
necessities of life and are at times harassed and exploited. The words of Book of Revelation come to mind: “You 
say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing. You do not realize that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, 
blind and naked” (Rev 3:17). The centuries pass, but the condition of rich and poor remains constant, as if history 
has taught us nothing. The words of the Psalm, then, are not about the past, but about our present, as it stands 
before God’s judgement. 
  2. Today too, we must acknowledge many new forms of bondage that enslave millions of men, women, 
young people and children. 
  Daily we encounter families forced to leave their homeland to seek a living elsewhere; orphans who have 
lost their parents or were violently torn from them by brutal means of exploitation; young people seeking 
professional fulfilment but prevented from employment by short-sighted economic policies; victims of different 
kinds of violence, ranging from prostitution to the narcotics trade, and profoundly demeaned. How can we 
overlook, too, the millions of immigrants who fall victim to any number of concealed interests, often exploited 
for political advantage, and are refused solidarity and equality? And all the homeless and ostracized persons who 
roam the streets of our cities? 
  How many times do we see poor people rummaging through garbage bins to retrieve what others have 
discarded as superfluous, in the hope of finding something to live on or to wear! They themselves become part of 
a human garbage bin; they are treated as refuse, without the slightest sense of guilt on the part of those who are 
complicit in this scandal. Frequently judged parasites on society, the poor are not even forgiven their poverty. 
Judgment is always around the corner. They are not allowed to be timid or discouraged; they are seen as a threat 
or simply useless, simply because they are poor. 
  To make matters worse, they can see no end to the tunnel of extreme poverty. We have come to the point 
of devising a hostile architecture aimed at ridding the streets of their presence, the last places left to them. They 
roam from one end of the city to the other in the hope of getting a job, a home, a sign of affection… The least 
offer becomes a ray of light; yet even where justice might be expected to prevail, they meet with violence and 
abuse. Forced to work endless hours under a burning sun to gather seasonal fruits, they receive ridiculously low 
pay. They labour in unsafe and inhuman conditions that prevent them from feeling on a par with others. They 
lack unemployment compensation, benefits, or even provision for sickness. 
  The Psalmist describes with brutal realism the attitude of the rich who rob the poor: “They lie in wait that 
they may seize the poor… and drag them off in their net” (cf. Ps 10:9). As in a hunt, the poor are trapped, 
captured and enslaved. As a result, many of them become disheartened, hardened and anxious only to drop out 

 



 
of sight. In a word, we see before us a multitude of poor people often maligned and barely tolerated. They 
become for all effects invisible and their voice is no longer heard or heeded in society. Men and women who are 
increasingly strangers amid our houses and outcasts in our neighbourhoods.  
  3. The setting of the Psalm is tinged with sadness at the injustice, the suffering and the disappointment 
endured by the poor. At the same time, it offers a touching definition of the poor: they are those who “put their 
trust in the Lord” (cf. v. 10), in the certainty that they will never be forsaken. In the Scriptures, the poor are those 
who trust! The Psalmist also gives the reason for this trust: they “know” the Lord (cf. ibid.). In the language of 
the Bible, such “knowledge” involves a personal relationship of affection and love. 
  Impressive and completely unexpected as this description is, it simply expresses the grandeur of God, as 
shown in the way he relates to the poor. His creative power surpasses all human expectations and is shown in his 
being “mindful” of each individual (cf. v. 13). It is precisely this confidence in the Lord, this certainty of not being 
forsaken, that inculcates hope. The poor know that God cannot abandon them; hence, they live always in the 
presence of the God who is mindful of them. God’s help extends beyond their present state of suffering in order 
to point out a path of liberation that profoundly strengthens and transforms the heart. 
  4. Scripture constantly speaks of God acting on behalf of the poor. He is the one who “hears” their cry” and 
“comes to their aid”; he “protects” and “defends” them; he “rescues” and “saves” them… Indeed, the poor will 
never find God indifferent or silent in the face of their plea. God is the one who renders justice and does not 
forget (cf. Ps 40:18; 70:6); he is their refuge and he never fails to come to their assistance (cf. Ps 10:14). 
  We can build any number of walls and close our doors in the vain effort to feel secure in our wealth, at the 
expense of those left outside. It will not be that way for ever. The “day of the Lord”, as described by the prophets 
(cf. Am 5:18; Is 2-5; Jl 1-3), will destroy the barriers created between nations and replace the arrogance of the few 

with the solidarity of many. The marginalization 
painfully experienced by millions of persons cannot 
go on for long. Their cry is growing louder and 
embraces the entire earth. In the words of Father 
Primo Mazzolari: “the poor are a constant protest 
against our injustices; the poor are a powder keg. If 
it is set on fire, the world will explode”. 
  5. We can never elude the urgent appeal that 
Scripture makes on behalf of the poor. Wherever we 
look, the word of God points to the poor, those who 
lack the necessities of life because they depend on 
others. They are the oppressed, the lowly and the 
downcast. Yet, faced with countless throngs of the 
poor, Jesus was not afraid to identify with each of 
them: “Whatever you did to one of the least of these 
my brethren, you did to me” (Mt 25:40). If we refuse 

to make this identification, we falsify the Gospel and water down God’s revelation. The God that Jesus came to 
reveal is a Father who is generous, merciful, unfailing in his goodness and grace. He gives hope especially to 
those who are disillusioned and lacking in hope for the future. 
  How can we fail to note that the Beatitudes with which Jesus began his preaching of the kingdom of God 
open with the words: “Blessed are you who are poor” (Lk 6:20)? The meaning of this paradoxical message is that 
the kingdom of God belongs to the poor because they are in a position to receive it. How many poor people do 
we encounter each day! It seems that the passage of time and the advances of civilization increase their numbers 
rather than diminishing them. Centuries go by and the Beatitude appears even more paradoxical: the poor are 
always poorer, and today they are poorer than ever. Yet Jesus who inaugurated his kingdom by placing the poor 
at the centre, wanted to tell us precisely this: he inaugurated the kingdom, but he has entrusted to us, his 
disciples, the task of carrying it forward with responsibility for giving hope to the poor. Especially at times like 
our own, there is a need to revive hope and to restore confidence. This responsibility is not something that the 
Christian community may underestimate. The credibility of our proclamation and the witness of Christians 
depends on it. 
  6. In closeness to the poor, the Church comes to realize that she is one people, spread throughout many 
nations and called to ensure that no one feels a stranger or outcast, for she includes everyone in a shared journey 
of salvation. The situation of the poor obliges us not to keep our distance from the body of the Lord, who suffers 
in them. Instead, we are called to touch his flesh and to be personally committed in offering a service that is an 
authentic form of evangelization. Commitment to the promotion of the poor, including their social promotion, 
is not foreign to the proclamation of the Gospel. On the contrary, it manifests the realism of Christian faith and 
its historical validity. The love that gives life to faith in Jesus makes it impossible for his disciples to remain 
enclosed in a stifling individualism or withdrawn into small circles of spiritual intimacy, with no influence on 

 



 
social life (cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 183). 
  Recently, we were saddened by the death of a great apostle of the poor, Jean Vanier, whose dedication 
opened up new ways of showing solidarity with the marginalized and working for their advancement. God gave 
Jean Vanier the gift of devoting his entire life to our brothers and sisters with grave disabilities, people whom 
society often tends to exclude. He was one of those saints “next door”; thanks to his enthusiasm, he gathered 
around himself great numbers of young people, men and women, who worked daily to give love and restore a 
smile to many vulnerable persons, offering them a true “ark” of salvation from marginalization and solitude. His 
witness changed the life of countless persons and helped the world to look differently at those less fortunate 
than ourselves. The cry of the poor was heard and produced an unwavering hope, creating visible and tangible 
signs of a concrete love that even today we can touch with our hands. 
  7. “The option for those who are least, those whom society discards” (Evangelii Gaudium, 195) is a priority 
that Christ’s followers are called to pursue, so as not to impugn the Church’s credibility but to give real hope to 
many of our vulnerable brothers and sisters. Christian charity finds concrete expression in them, for by their 
compassion and their willingness to share the love of Christ with those in need, they are themselves 
strengthened and confirm the preaching of the Gospel. 
   The involvement of Christians in this World Day of the Poor and especially in the events of everyday life, 
goes beyond initiatives of assistance. Praiseworthy and necessary as the latter may be, they should have the goal 
of encouraging in everyone a greater concern for individuals in any kind of distress. “Loving attentiveness is the 
beginning of true concern” (Evangelii Gaudium, 199) for the poor and the promotion of their genuine welfare. It 
is not easy to be witnesses of Christian hope in the context of a consumerist culture, a culture of waste 
concerned only for the spread of a shallow and ephemeral wellbeing. A change of mentality is needed, in order 
to rediscover what is essential and to give substance and verve to the preaching of the kingdom of God. 
  Hope is also communicated by the sense of fulfilment born of accompanying the poor not for a brief 
moment of enthusiasm, but through a constant commitment over time. The poor acquire genuine hope, not 
from seeing us gratified by giving them a few moments of our time, but from recognizing in our sacrifice an act 
of gratuitous love that seeks no reward. 
  8. I ask the many volunteers, who merit recognition for being the first to see the importance of such 
concern for the poor, to persevere in their dedicated service. Dear brothers and sisters, I encourage you to seek, 
in every poor person whom you encounter, his or her true needs, not to stop at their most obvious material 
needs, but to discover their inner goodness, paying heed to their background and their way of expressing 
themselves, and in this way to initiate a true fraternal dialogue. Let us set aside the divisions born of ideological 
and political positions, and instead fix our gaze on what is essential, on 
what does not call for a flood of words, but a gaze of love and an 
outstretched hand. Never forget that “the worst discrimination which 
the poor suffer is the lack of spiritual care” (Evangelii Gaudium, 200). 
  Before all else, the poor need God and his love, made visible by 
“the saints next door”, people who by the simplicity of their lives 
express clearly the power of Christian love. God uses any number of 
ways and countless means to reach people’s hearts. Certainly, the poor 
come to us also because we give them food, but what they really need is 
more than our offer of a warm meal or a sandwich. The poor need our 
hands, to be lifted up; our hearts, to feel anew the warmth of affection; 
our presence, to overcome loneliness. In a word, they need love. 
  9. At times, very little is needed to restore hope. It is enough to 
stop for a moment, smile and listen. For once, let us set statistics aside: 
the poor are not statistics to cite when boasting of our works and 
projects. The poor are persons to be encountered; they are lonely, young and old, to be invited to our homes to 
share a meal; men women and children who look for a friendly word. The poor save us because they enable us to 
encounter the face of Jesus Christ. 
  In the eyes of the world, it seems illogical to think that poverty and need can possess saving power. Yet 
that is the teaching of the Apostle, who tells us: “Not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are 
not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God” (1 Cor 1:26-29). 
Looking at things from a human standpoint, we fail to see this saving power, but with the eyes of faith, we see it 
at work and experience it personally. In the heart of the pilgrim People of God there beats that saving power 
which excludes no one and involves everyone in a real journey pilgrimage of conversion, to recognize the poor 
and to love them. 
  10. The Lord does not abandon those who seek him and call upon his name: “He does not forget the cry of 
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the poor” (Ps 9:12), for his ears are attentive to their voice. The hope of the poor defies deadly situations, for the 
poor know that they are especially loved by God, and this is stronger than any suffering or exclusion. Poverty 
does not deprive them of their God-given dignity; they live in the certainty that it will be fully restored to them 
by God himself, who is not indifferent to the lot of his lowliest sons and daughters. On the contrary, he sees their 
struggles and sorrows, he takes them by the hand, and he gives them strength and courage (cf. Ps 10:14). The 
hope of the poor is confirmed in the certainty that their voice is heard by the Lord, that in him they will find true 
justice, that their hearts will be strengthened and continue to love (cf. Ps 10:17). 
  If the disciples of the Lord Jesus wish to be genuine evangelizers, they must sow tangible seeds of hope. I 
ask all Christian communities, and all those who feel impelled to offer hope and consolation to the poor, to help 
ensure that this World Day of the Poor will encourage more and more people to cooperate effectively so that no 
one will feel deprived of closeness and solidarity. May you always treasure the words of the prophet who 
proclaims a different future: “For you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its 
wings” (Mal 3:20 [4:2]). 
  From the Vatican, 13 June 2019 - Memorial of Saint Anthony of Padua 
       Francis 

  The next Ascent Group Meeting will be on Monday the 25th of November in the Church Hall from 2-

15pm. A reading will be given by the Dickens Fellowship from Charles Dickens famous novel ‘The Christmas 

Carol’. Pre-Christmas refreshments will be available with tea and coffee. All are welcome   

 
Christmas Fair at St. Swithun’s Church, 105 Waverley Road. 30th November 2019 2-5pm 

please read the leaflet inserted. Six tables have been reserved already!  This week we are 
asking for any prizes, which can be really THE VERY FIRST CLASS PRIZES for the main raffle 

please.   

Monday 18th November: 

- Meeting of the First Communion Children and 

their Parents from 5.30pm to 7.00pm 
“SACRAMENTS, SACRAMENTALIA & 

DEVOTIONS” & The Miraculous Medals of 

Our Lady; 

- PRAISE & WORSHIP Evening in St 

Swithun’s Hall, from 7.30pm to 9.00pm; 

Tuesday 19th November: 

- from 4.00pm to 6.00pm - Catholic Youth Club & 

Confirmation Programme Meeting (in the Youth 

Room, in the hall) 

- from 7.40pm to 9.00pm HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - 
SCRIPTURE MEETING - ALL are very welcome in 
the Presbytery (105 Waverley Road); 

Friday 22ND November: 

- from 8.10pm to 9.30pm – RCIA Meeting – 

(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) in 

the Youth Club room (church hall); 

 
Saturday 23RD November: 

- from 11.20am to 1.00pm – Classes of Polish 

Gramma, History & Catechism for Polish children 

 

 

 
 

 



 

(age from 5 to 10) - in the Youth Room, in the hall; 

- from 7.40pm to 10.00pm – FORMATION MEETING FOR POLISH ADULTS ALL are very 

welcome in the Youth Room, in the hall; 

Sunday 17th November: 

- from 11.40am to 12.15pm – SUNDAY SCHOOL in the Youth Room, in the hall; 

  Ever wondered how you would survive if you could not work through injury or trauma, were 
homeless, had no money, and no benefits?   Whether disabling physical injury, family breakdown 
or human trafficking has led you to this state – how would you live? 

  This is the situation of some of the Homeless that our Parish is trying to help.   Additionally, 
some have come to the UK to find work and a better life some 10 plus years ago – have worked over 
many of the past years – but now are turned down for Universal Credit benefits just when they need 
it and left on the street. 
  The Homeless shelter provides a place to sleep – you have to register for each night and arrive 
at 9pm – but have to be out by 8am the next morning.   The Homeless Day Services centre is 
available until 4pm – but what do you do from 4pm to 9pm  when it is pouring with rain, howling 
wind, and the leaves fallen from the trees create such a slippery surface that you fall on your face, 
hit your head on a tree and pass out – whilst someone steals your wallet and your IDs ? 

  We have been helping 3 of the 
Homeless guys go through the maze 
of the Universal Credit process – 
coming across some really helpful 
people at the Job Centre. The 2 
negative decisions from the 
Universal Credit Service centres 
mean that these guys will be out in 
the street over the cold and wet 
winter period, when so many of us 
will be celebrating Christmas by a 
warm cosy fire. 
  The quiet resilience of one of 
them, who continues to apply for 
jobs whilst having to use the address 
of the Homeless Day Centre on his 

CV amazes.  The steadfast calmness 
of the other, in face of a continued 
uphill struggle makes me ask myself 
how I would have reacted in such a 
situation. How would you? 

  Bozena & Colin 
PS. The next 2 reports will be published next weekend 
 
    Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Brian Girling, Shelia Langford; Catherine Morgan, Piam Brown Ward, 

for all the children suffering and their poor families with them Aidan Molloy, David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley 

Parker, Kathleen Jones, Heidi Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Patricia Ward, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, 

Patrick McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, 

Fred Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Anne 

Sullivan, Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler. And all whose anniversaries occur at this time: 17TH November: Yvonne Tompkin , 

Douglas Simpson, Erwin Furtado, Winifred Alice Evans, Antonio de Carlo, Cormac O'Connell, Elizabeth (Bet) Jane Hilda Wood, 

Paul Ray, Maria Mifsud, Evelyn Paulyn Tearle, Mary Bridget Moth, Mary Edwards, Ellen Challacombe, Mr Gracias, Theresa 

Dorothy Anwin, Mabel Alice Fairall, James Michael William Moriarty, William Daniel Scott,  Ian Curtis, Florence Zait, Eva Mabel 

Feeney, Maureen Margaret Kennedy, Marie Connie Evans, James Bailey, John Kelly, James Albert Elwood, Tom McAniney, Harry 

William Glover, Patricia Eileen Holmes, Margaret 'Peggy' Pearce, Mary Gertrude Chapman, Caroline Marcks, Thomas Joseph 

McAniney, Catherine Jones, Lucy Campbell, Amy Johnson, Leonard Albermarle Betsworth, Carole Ann Howlett, Violet Annie Mabel 

 

 



 
Moss, Annie Eleanor Cox, Anthony Toni-Flanagan, Elizabeth McAuliffe, Patrick James O'Doherty, Sally Ranger, Kevin Joseph 

Cotter, Marie Jeanne Sheppard   

    May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 


