
 

  Today, Jesus makes it 
clear his claim about 
resurrection and eternal life. 
Sadducees doubted, or even 
worse, they ridiculed the 
belief in eternal life after 
death, which was defended —
instead— by the Pharisees 
and we also defend it. 

  The question the Sadducees asked to Jesus «On the day of the resurrection, to which of them will the woman be 
wife? For the seven had her as wife?» (Lk 20:33) let us catch sight of a possessive sort of juridical mindset, demanding 
proprietary rights over a person. Furthermore, the trap set up for Jesus raises an equivocal still existing today: 
imagining eternal life as an extension, after death, 
of the earthen existence. Heaven would, thus, 
consist of the transposition of the beautiful things 
we now enjoy. 
  To believe in eternal life is one thing, but to 
imagine what it will be like is another thing 
altogether different. When a mystery is not 
surrounded by respect and discretion, it risks being 
trivialized by curiosity and, finally, ridiculed. 
  Jesus' answer has two parts. In the first one, 
He tries to make clear that the marriage 
institution has no reason to be in the other life: 
«those who are considered worthy of the world to 
come and of resurrection from the dead, there is 
no more marriage» (Lk 20:35). What does persists 
and reaches its maximum fullness is whatever we 
have sowed in this world as far as authentic love, 
friendship, fraternity, justice and truth... are 
concerned. 
  The second part of the answer leaves two 
certitudes with us: «For he is God of the living and 
not of the dead» (Lk 20:38). To trust in this God 
means to realize we are meant to be alive. And 
being alive consists of being with Him in a 
continuous manner, forever. Furthermore, «and 
for him all are alive» (Lk 20:38): God is the source 
of life. The believer, submerged in God through 
the Baptism, has been able to escape forever from 
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The Sadducees came to Our Lord with what they thought was a case against the resurrection ... That if there was an afterlife, 
how would a widow of seven husbands on earth choose between them. Our Lord teaches them that all of us will rise to an 
eternal life very different from that on earth as we become spiritual "like angels". Spouses exist to help one another, called to 
that vocation, get into Heaven. 

 



 
the clutches of death. «Love becomes an accomplished fact, if it is included in a love that truly provides eternity» 
(Benedict XVI). 
Next RCIA Meeting – (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) will be held on Friday 

22nd November in the Youth Club room (church hall). 

 



 

 
 

  The next Ascent Group Meeting will be on 

Monday the 25th of November in the Church Hall 

from 2-15pm. A reading will be given by the 

Dickens Fellowship from Charles Dickens famous 

novel ‘The Christmas Carol’. Pre-Christmas 

refreshments will be 

available with tea and 

coffee. All are welcome 
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XXXII SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

10-11-2019 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 

 
1.00PM 

+ Iris Melder RIP  
For Fr Marcin intention before 
his St Patron’s Day 
Mass in Polish: For Natalia  

2 Maccabees 7: 1-2, 9-14; 
Psalm – 16; 

2 Thessalonians 2: 16-3:5; 
Luke 20: 27-38; 

 
MONDAY 
11-11-2019 

9.00am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Catherine Doyle RIP 
The Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 

 

 
Wisdom 1: 1-7; 
Psalm – 138; 

Luke 17: 1 - 6; 

 
TUESDAY 
12-11-2019 

9.00am 
10.00am 
10.30am  
7.00pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Joseph Chuc RIP 
 

The Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 

For Bozenka & Colin in 
thanksgiving   

 
Wisdom 2: 23 – 3: 9; 

Psalm - 33; 
Luke 17: 7 - 10; 

WEDNESDAY 
13-11-2019 

9.00am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

+ Dominic Vinh RIP 
The Rosary for the Holy Souls 

32ND Week in Ordinary 
Time 

 

Wisdom 6: 1 - 11; 
Psalm - 81; 

Luke 17: 11-19; 

THURSDAY 
14-11-2019 

9.00am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ John Murphy RIP 
The Rosary for the Holy Souls 

32ND Week in Ordinary 
Time 

 

Wisdom 7: 22b – 8: 1; 
Psalm - 1118; 

Luke 17: 20 - 25; 

FRIDAY 
15-11-2019 

 

9.00am 
10.00am 

10.30am 
7.00pm  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Mooria N’Goan RIP  

The Rosary for the Holy Souls 
Holy Souls followed by Exposition of 

The Blessed Sacrament & Divine Mercy 
Chaplet 

 

 
Wisdom 13: 1 - 9; 

Psalm - 18; 
Luke 17: 26- 37; 

 
SATURDAY 
16-11-2019 

 

 
9.00am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

 
 
 
 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Peter Webb RIP  
The Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 

 
Jeremiah 1: 4-9; 

Psalm - 95; 
2 Corinthians 3: 1 - 6; 

 John 21: 15 - 17; 

XXXIII SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

17-11-2019 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 
1.00PM 

 

  

+ Jayne McLuckie RIP 
No intention! 

Mass in Polish: For Wiktor in 
thanksgiving 

 

 
Malachi 3: 19-20a; 

Psalm – 97; 
2 Thessalonians 3: 7 - 12; 

Luke 21: 5-19; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 

 OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection was 

£1403.92 (64,36% gift aid). As always, your generosity is much 
appreciated. Your offertory makes the life and work of the Parish possible. 
Thank all of You who make our church, our Parish so beautiful and alive!  

THURSDAY 
14-11-2019 

12.00noon For Bp Philip intention on His 
Birthday 

32ND Week in Ordinary 
Time 

Wisdom 7: 22b – 8: 1; 
Psalm - 1118; 

Luke 17: 20 - 25; 

 
Saturday 16-11-2017 

VIGIL of SUNDAY MASS 

 
6.00 pm 

 
For all Parishioners 

 

Malachi 3: 19-20a; 
Psalm – 97; 

2 Thessalonians 3: 7 - 12; 
Luke 21: 5-19; 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Catholic Church takes the lead on 
UK foster home shortage 

It is estimated that England is in need of 
8,600 foster families. 

  In a response to the rising demand for foster homes 
in the UK, the Catholic Church in England and Wales 
has started a campaign to encourage able families to 
open their doors to children in need. Catholic News 
Agency reports the campaign will be a joint effort between Marriage and Family Life Coordinators and Home for 
Good, an adoption charity that works with faith-based groups in the UK. 
Scheduled to kick off November 13, the campaign, which has yet to be named, will highlight the needs of the 
thousands of children who enter the care system every year, and how they need proper homes.  
  In 2018, it was estimated that there are only 1,700 approved families for the 4,140 foster children in 
England. The campaign hopes to find home for the remaining 2,760 children. Figures from 2019, provided by 
The Fostering Network, suggest that England will need 8,600 more foster families to properly care for all their 
children. 
  According to an interview with Sue Armstrong Brown, chief executive of Adoption UK, these children have 
“often suffered serious neglect or abuse in their early lives.” The adoption official went on to note: 
 “… adoption can have a transformative effect on these children and the testimony of adoptive parents is proof 
that you can successfully parent children who are deemed harder to place, if the right support is in place.” 
  The campaign was announced at the Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales, which pulled 
upon remarks by Pope Francis, from May, in which the pontiff noted,  “There are so many children who need 
homes, and the Church should step up to help them.” 
  Organizers of the conference stated, “Adoption and fostering is part of our Catholic DNA, our Christian 
story and experience.” 

 

Father Damien of Molokai and the Holy Face 
  It is a little-known fact that Father Damien laboured to established perpetual adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament among his lepers. 

  There’s a beautiful little scene in the film about St. Damien of Molokai. The saint has volunteered to be 

the one priest to serve the lepers on the island colony of 

Molokai. Knowing that he is likely to contract the disease, 

Father Damien sails to the island and enters the village. He 

finds the lepers are abandoned, depressed, alcoholic and 

fighting among themselves. Then he goes into the tiny church 

only to find that it is a wreck.  

  The furniture is broken. The windows are shattered. The 

altar cloths are filthy, and the candlesticks and sacred vessels 

bent, tarnished and desecrated. The tabernacle is empty. Then, 

without a word, the first thing he does is put the chapel to 

rights. He fixes the furniture, sets up the altar, cleans the floor 

and gets the people of the colony to help him repair the church. 

  What a lesson for our times! The priest’s priority was not 

first the pastoral care of the lepers. He did not look first even to 

their physical welfare — feeding them and tending their wounds and building their community.  

  The first thing he did was repair Christ’s church and celebrate Mass. There are two commandments: the 

first is to love God. The second is to love your neighbour as yourself. Both are indispensable, but there is a 

priority. We put the worship of Almighty God first. We do so because that then empowers our love of the 

neighbour. Without loving God first, love of neighbour is no more than human kindness and good works. By 

loving God first, we immediately understand all the other priorities in life. By loving God first and drawing 
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others to love God first we also establish blessed unity.  

  When we are all looking in the same direction we are all united. When we are all gazing at him, we are 

not gazing at one another and most of all we are not gazing at ourselves.  

  Earlier this month we remembered Thérèse of Lisieux, and it is worth remembering that her name was not 

only “Thérèse of the Child Jesus.” It was “Thérèse of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face.” It is a little-known 

fact that Father Damien laboured to established perpetual adoration of the Eucharist among his lepers. In 

perpetual adoration we gaze on the face of the Redeemer under the appearance of bread. If we have eyes to see, 

we gaze on the Holy Face. St. Thérèse of Lisieux, in her final illness, kept an image of the Holy Face pinned to 

her bed curtains. The face of the crucified was ever before her.  

  There is something astonishingly beautiful in the thought that St. Damien — so far away in the Hawaiian 

Islands — was united with St. Thérèse in the perpetual adoration of the Holy Face. He died the year after she 

entered the Carmelite convent. With such a passion for the missions, if Thérèse had known Father Damien, he 

would certainly have been one of her “missionary priests.” 

  It is all the more moving to realize that Father Damien called the lepers — whose faces were so disfigured 

by disease — to adore the beautiful face of the suffering Christ in the Eucharistic host. Damien’s own face 

would eventually crumble under the curse of the terrible infection, and he joined his outcasts adoring day and 

night the Suffering Servant who himself was disfigured in his 

Passion. They gazed on the one who became, “as one from 

whom men screen their faces” (Isaiah 53:3). The one on whose 

face they spat and struck with their fists (Matthew 26:67) He 

was “Lord of Glory” (1 Corinthians 2:8) whose face reveals “all 

the beauty of holy souls” (Litany of the Holy Face). 

 

Why do we call it Mass? 

   “The dismissal of Mass marks the beginning of our 
mission.” 
  Have you ever wondered why we call what we do on 
Sunday “Mass”? We aren’t referring to a large amount of 
something nor to a scientific measure. It doesn’t matter how 
massive the crowd is, either. 
  We get the word “Mass” from the very end of the 
liturgy, when the priest of deacon dismisses us.  He 
concludes after the blessing by telling us to go: “Go forth, the 
Mass is ended,” “Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your 
life,” or simply “Go in peace.” 
  For centuries, the Mass concluded with the Latin 
command: Ite, missa est. The word missa is where we get the 
word Mass. (This is one reason it is proper to refer to the 
worship of our Eastern Catholic brothers and sisters as 
“Divine Liturgy” rather than the Western term “Mass.” Latin has never been the language of their liturgy.) 
  In his apostolic exhortation Sacramentum caritatis, Pope Benedict XVI pointed out that missa simply 
meant dismissal in antiquity. Essentially, the priest would just be saying, “Go, it’s the dismissal.”  But over 
the centuries, the meaning here has become richer. Some suggest understanding it with the notion of 
sending: “Go, you have been sent.” Pope Benedict agrees with this when he says, “The word “dismissal” 
has come to imply a ‘mission.’ These few words succinctly express the missionary nature of the Church” 
(Benedict XVI, Sacramentum Caritatis, 51). 
  The dismissal of Mass marks the beginning of our mission. It’s not that the liturgy is over. It is that 
our work has begun. We must take the fruits of that liturgy, what we have received, and take it out in to 
the streets, into our families, our homes, our workplaces, and our communities.  
  It can be tempting to be a community that remains inside. Perhaps some days you feel like you can 
barely get yourself together, much less bring others to Christ. We feel safe in our own communities, 
content and comfortable. But while we’re called to remain in that peace and that community, we’re also 
called to go out. When Christ called his twelve apostles, the Gospel of Mark tells us, “He appointed twelve, 
to be with him and to be sent out to preach” (Mk 3:14). They probably would have preferred to just be 
with him! But they weren’t given the grace to be with him simply for themselves; they were given the 

 



 

graces so that they could go out. The gift of faith that we have been given does not remain uniquely ours – 
it propels us outward, to share what we have received. 
  This is why in this country it’s so vital that we have the freedom of religion, not just the freedom of 
worship. Our faith doesn’t belong only inside a church building, but it belongs in the streets, in our 
workplaces, in our families. It doesn’t mean that worship isn’t important; in fact, what happens inside 
that church building is the most important thing on this earth. But we believe the Eucharist is the “source 
and summit” of our faith. It’s not only where all our actions lead, it’s also where we get the strength to do 
what needs to be done in the world.  
  Our mission as Catholics begins and ends at the altar. The Eucharist is where we come to receive 
strength, and the Eucharist must be the end goal of all our activity. But in between that beginning and 
end is our mission of bringing others to the table. We receive our power from the Eucharist: to go out in 
the world on mission, to bring others to Christ and life in Him. 
  Our faith does not remain inside the doors of the church; our faith does not remain something we 
do on Sunday. It sends us forth, to serve our brothers and sisters, to bring them home to the house of 

God. The next time you say “I’m going to Mass,” remember 
that you are really saying “I’m going ….to be sent out.”  It’s 
not a ticket we punch once a week. It is a way of life. A 
mission. 

  At St Swithun’s Primary School, we offer a broad 

curriculum, giving all the children the opportunity to shine and 

use the talents God has given them. 

  Recently, our year 3 children, our school orchestra and 

our guitarists joined in Ceilidh Week at the Irish Club. It is 

great to help keep these cultural traditions alive, for the 

musicians to have a real audience to play to and for the dancers 

then really enjoy themselves with other children from schools across the city.  It was great fun and the children 

learn that you don’t have to be brilliant at everything to enjoy yourself! It’s about the taking part and 

appreciating each other. 

  We went to the Portsmouth Irish club in Southsea and it was fun to 
chat to other children from other schools.  After we warmed up we did 
lots of dances that we had learnt in PE lessons.  We were a little bit 
worried about remembering the dances, but it was OK because they 
gave us instructions about where to go and told us what to do.  
   The best bit was when we did the big circle dance with a little circle 
in the middle.  It was really fun because we could see everyone from all 
the schools holding hands.  We were really impressed with the 
orchestra from St Swithun’s who played the Ceilidh music and it sounded 
really good and it was really happy music. By Bethany and Alexei 

 

Christmas Fair at St. Swithun’s Church, 105 
Waverley Road. 30th November 2019 2-5pm 
please read the leaflet inserted. Six tables 

have been reserved already!  This week we 
are asking for any games and prizes for the 

 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION THIS WEEK:  

MONDAY to SATURDAY 9.00am to 9.55am at St Swithun’s  

Tuesday & Friday: 6:30 pm to 6:55 at St Swithun’s  

Sunday: 8.00am to 8.25am; 12:30pm to 12:55pm at St Swithun’s; 

Saturday at Our Lady of Lourdes’ church: 5.30pm to 5.55pm 

 and by request… 

 



 

main raffle please.   

Monday 11th November: 

- Meeting of the Society of St Vincent de 

Paul from 5.30pm to 6.45pm in the Youth 

Club room; 

- Formation Meeting of the Extra-Ordinary 

Ministers of The Holy Communion (old 

and new ones) from 7.00pm to 8.15pm in 

the church hall; 

Tuesday 12th November: 

- from 4.00pm to 6.00pm - Catholic Youth Club & Confirmation Programme Meeting (in the 

Youth Room, in the hall) 

- from 7.40pm to 9.00pm HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - SCRIPTURE MEETING - ALL are very 
welcome in the Presbytery (105 Waverley Road); 

- from 9.00pm to 10.30pm – First Session of the Polish Marriage Preparation Course in the 
Presbytery (105 Waverley Road); 

 

Friday 15th November: 

- from 8.00pm to 9.30pm – FAMILIES CIRCLE 

GROUP in the church hall (meeting closed to 8 

chosen families); 

 
Saturday 16th November: 

- from 11.20am to 1.00pm – Classes of Polish 

Gramma, History & Catechism for Polish children 

(age from 5 to 10) - in the Youth Room, in the 

hall; 

- from 7.40pm to 10.00pm – FORMATION 
MEETING FOR POLISH ADULTS ALL are very 
welcome in the Presbytery (105 Waverley Road); 

Sunday 17th November: 

- from 11.30am to 12.15pm – SUNDAY SCHOOL 

in the Youth Room, in the hall; 
 

 
  On 14th November (Thursday) our Bishop Philip 
celebrates his Birthday. We wish Him a lot of spiritual & 
physical strength and many graces form The Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, to Whom He dedicated His ministry among us. 
May Our Lady protect him with Her blessings on the way 
of Christ’s salvation. Blessed Birthday Dear Bp Philip. 
 If you wish to send Him any cards, here is His 
address: His Excellence Bishop Philip Egan, Bishop's 
House, Bishop Crispian Way, Portsmouth, Hants PO1 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

3HG.  
  E-mail address: 
bishop@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

  With a huge joy, I would like 
to announce that an incredible 
movie, based on the facts, will be 
shown at ODEON Cinema in 
Southampton 
 

On 18th November at 8.45PM 
 
  Please, if it is only possible – 
use this opportunity. 
  "Love and Mercy: Faustina”, a 
docudrama on Divine Mercy and the 
mission of Sr. Faustina Kowalska, 
reveals previously unknown facts and 
recently disclosed documents that shed 
new light on the truth of the Divine 
Mercy message.  
  As many know, the Divine Mercy 
is a devotion to Jesus Christ associated 
with the apparitions of Jesus to Sr. 
Faustina in Poland in the 1930s. Jesus 
urged Sr. Faustina to paint an image 
according to the pattern that she had 
seen, and requested to have the image 
venerated, first in the sisters' chapel, 

and then throughout the world.  
  The venerated image under this Christological title refers to what Sr. Faustina’s diary describes as “God’s loving 
mercy” towards all people, especially for sinners. Scientific analysis included in the film indicates that Sr. Faustina 
indeed saw the Lord Jesus. Cooperating with the Kondrat-Media team, a group of experts found letters of Fr. Michal 
Sopocko (Sr. Faustina’s confessor), and, while browsing forgotten archives, they found additional previously unknown 
documents.  
  To a large extent, “Love and Mercy: Faustina” can contribute to fulfilling Jesus’ promise that “the spark that will 
prepare the world for My final coming” will come from Poland (Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska, 1732). 
 

  Next Sunday 17th November 
we’ll celebrate World Day of the 
Poor.  
  ‘The hope of the poor 
shall not perish for ever'.  
  On World Day of the Poor 
we are called to ensure that we 
are both hearing and responding 
to the voice of the poor.  
 

 
  Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Brian Girling, Shelia Langford; Catherine Morgan, Piam Brown Ward, for all 

the children suffering and their poor families with them Aidan Molloy, David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, 

Kathleen Jones, Heidi Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Patricia Ward, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Patrick 

McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Fred 

Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Anne Sullivan, Jo 

Wheeler and Josephine Butler. And all whose anniversaries occur at this time: 10TH November: Yvonne Tompkin , Douglas 

Simpson, Erwin Furtado, John Murphy, Barbara Aitchison, Annie Waller, William Gill, Lucie Julienne Benjamine McFarlane, Joseph 

Walsh, Suzanne Florin Gabriel Baines, Mary Ellen Ford, Alice Hudson, Mary Chadwick, Marguerita Rowden, Frederick Ball, Hilda 

Ross-Cameron, Elizabeth Jeffrey, Anna Gajlewicz, Frederick Peter Pappa, Francis Vella, James Gilbert Manning, Albert Davis, 

Peter Gordon-Smith, Ronald Edward Erridge, John Cronin, Edna Francis Treagus, Joseph Edmund McFaul, Edith Croucher, Claire 
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Ellen Burbidge, Lucy Eleanor Stringer, Thomas Joseph Blake, Helen Margaret Wilson, Margaret Giles, Jayne McLuckie, Lena 

Sheppard, Frederick William Sedgwick, Nora Preston, Kaz Longford, Doris Porter, Bronislaw Szabunio, Stanley John Mason, 

Thomas Frederick Farrelly, Thomas Michael Muldowney, MihcaWilliam John McLoughlin, Michilina Tluszcz, Michael Kelly, 

Edward Mallin, Monica Lillian Amos, Michael Hogan, Michael Andrew Unwin, Kitty Whiting,   

    May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 


