FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
1st December 2019

Preparation:

As we begin this time of quiet prayer, I invite you to find a comfortable place to sit with
your back straight and your legs planted on the ground. Allow yourself to notice your breathing as you breathe
normally. Breathe in. Breathe out.
Take a few moments and close your eyes, preparing yourself to listen to what God may be saying to you
during this prayer. As you sit with your eyes closed, use these or similar words: “Here I am, Lord. Here I am.”
When you are ready, open your eyes and pray.
The Mountain of the Lord’s House

Imagine you are climbing up the mountain of the Lord. As you start the path is wide with beautiful trees
and flowers along the way. You fill your lungs with the cool, clean air. As you continue you notice the path is
becoming narrow and steep. There seem to be more rocks sticking up from the ground. You find yourself a
little out of breath as the air becomes thinner the higher you climb. You decide to rest on a large rock to catch
your breath. You look up the path to see how much more you need to climb. You see someone in the distance.
He’s looking at you. It looks like his hand is waving for you to come. Though you are alone, you are not afraid.
In fact, you feel a pull, a desire to go this person. You are standing in front of him. He is dressed in long robes
that are moving gently in the mountain air. He smiles at you and asks, “What are you seeking on this path?”
What do you say to him? What are you seeking?
“I am the prophet Isaiah. This is the mountain of the Lord. It is rich with life and dreams. What dreams
do you bring to this place?” What are the dreams you bring to this mountain? What are your dreams that you
want to share with the Lord? Isaiah looks at you with eyes that know how to dream. “My dreams beat swords
into ploughshares. They are dreams of peace, of life, of hope.” What are the swords in your heart that need
to be changed? What are the swords that wound you and hold you back from dreaming and from climbing the
mountain of the Lord? Give those swords to Isaiah, the prophet, the dreamer. Ask him to help you change
them into something life-giving.
“I will change your swords into ploughshares so you can till the soil of your soul and know that God is
with you. Are you ready for this dream to be real?” You look into the eyes of this dreamer, Isaiah, and you
say, Yes. Yes, I am ready. Isaiah smiles at you and takes your hand in his. He looks at you with eyes filled deep
with hope and life. He understands you. “Come,” he says, “let us walk in the light of the Lord!”
Concluding Prayer

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever

shall be, world without end. Amen.

The month of December is dedicated to the Immaculate

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. "From all eternity God

chose with infinite wisdom the woman who would be the Mother
of His divine Son. To prepare for the Word Incarnate a spotless
and holy tabernacle, God created Mary in grace and endowed
her from the moment of her conception with all the perfections
suited to her exalted dignity. St. Thomas teaches that through
her intimacy with Christ, the principle of grace, she possessed
beyond all creatures a fullness of divine life." — Liturgical
Meditations, The Sisters of St. Dominic
This feast invites us to meditate on the virtue of purity. "Mary alone — 'our tainted nature's solitary
boast'— never saw her soul's purity darkened with the dust of any stain, nor did she see in any part of her
triumphal course toward heaven any sin or trace of worldliness. By a unique and singular privilege from God
she was preserved from original sin from the first moment of her Immaculate Conception; by another privilege
derived from the first, the Lord did not permit her ever to be stained even with those unavoidable failings of
human weakness." — Luis M. Martinez

Prayer to Mary: O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin didst make ready a fitting
habitation for Thy Son, we beseech Thee that Thou who didst keep her clean from all stain by the precious
death of the same Son, foreseen by Thee, may grant unto us in like manner to be made clean through her
intercession and so attain unto Thee. Through the

same Christ our Lord. Amen

st SWITHUN’S CHURCH (105 Waverley Road, Southsea)
DAY OF THE WEEK

01-12-2019

INTENTIONS
OF THE HOLY MASS
8.30AM + John Stevens Winter RIP
10.15AM + Bryan Boulter RIP
1.00PM Mass in Polish: +Ryszard Królak

MONDAY
02-12-2019

9.00am
10.00am

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament

10.30am
9.00am
10.00am
10.30am
7.00pm
9.00am
10.00am
10.30am

We pray the Rosary & Devotions

FIRST SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

TUESDAY
03-12-2019
WEDNESDAY
04-12-2019
THURSDAY
05-12-2019
FRIDAY
06-12-2019

FIRST FRIDAY
OF THE MONTH

TIME

FEASTS & MEMORIALS
of the Holy Liturgy

Isaiah 2: 1-5;
Psalm – 121;
Romans 13: 11-14;
Matthew 24: 37-44;

RIP & +Janina Nikleniewicz RIP

9.00am
10.00am
10.30am
9.00am
10.00am
10.30am
7.00pm

Intention of Hannah VaunSpruce

Readings
of a day

of the 1ST Week of Advent

Isaiah 4: 2-6;
Psalm – 121;
Matthew 8: 5-11;

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament

Isaiah 11: 1-10;
Psalm – 71;
Luke 10: 21-24;

+Aida &Antonio Tugbo Castillo
We pray the Rosary & Devotions

+ John Moore RIP
Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament

Isaiah 25: 6-10a;
Psalm – 22;
Matthew 15: 29-37;

+ Arlene Lodrick RIP (1st Anniv
We pray the Rosary & Devotions

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament

+ Sally Ranger RIP

We pray the Rosary & Devotions

of the 1ST Week of Advent

Isaiah 26: 1-6;
Psalm – 117;
Matthew 7: 21, 24-27;

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament

Kath & Kevin’s Intentions

We pray the Rosary & Devotions

+ John Butler RIP

followed by Exposition of The Blessed
Sacrament & Sacred Heart Devotion

Isaiah 29: 17-24;
Psalm – 26;
Matthew 9: 27-31;

SATURDAY
07-12-2019

9.00am
10.00am
10.30am

FIRST SATURDAY
OF THE MONTH

SECOND SUNDAY
OF ADVENT
08-12-2019

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament

Isaiah 30: 19-21, 23-26;
Psalm – 146;
Matthew 9: 35 – 10: 1,
5a, 6-8;

+ Elizabeth Bettle RIP

We pray the Rosary & Devotions

8.30AM For Stanislaw – healing grace
10.15AM + Bernard Gabriel RIP & Fam
1.00PM Mass in Polish: For 3 deceased
Mothers: Małgorzata, Grażyna &
Teresa RIP

Isaiah 11: 1-10;
Psalm – 71;
Romans 15: 4-9;
Matthew 3: 1-12;

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY)
THURSDAY
05-12-2019

12.00noon

+ Anne Kehoe RIP

Saturday 07-12-2019

6.00 pm

+ Mary Clapshoe RIP

VIGIL of SUNDAY MASS

of the 1ST Week of Advent

Isaiah 26: 1-6;
Psalm – 117;
Matthew 7: 21, 24-27;
Isaiah 11: 1-10;
Psalm – 71;
Romans 15: 4-9;
Matthew 3: 1-12;

OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection was £1447, 46 (61, 5%
gift aid). As always, your generosity is much appreciated. Your offertory makes the life
and work of the Parish possible. Thank all of You who make our church, our Parish so
beautiful and alive!
THIS WEEKEND we start ADVENT, so please support us in the SECOND
COLLECTIONS through whole Advent to manage to be a part of Open Church
Project for the homeless.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;
Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586
Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk

DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTH
S48 VALIDATION REPORT
PART 1
St Swithun’s Catholic Primary School, Southsea
Taswell Road, Southsea, Hants PO5 2RG

Date of previous validation
3rd December 2014
Date of this validation
22nd November 2019
Previous s48 validation:
Requires Improvement
Overall effectiveness
This s48 validation:
Good
The school community:
The wider community:
Spiritual development:
Moral development:

This is a good school.

Outstanding
Outstanding
Good
Outstanding

Attainment and progress in RE:
Quality of teaching in RE:
Leadership and management of RE:
Leadership and management:

Good
Good
Outstanding
Good

• St Swithun’s School is an outstanding example of a Catholic school community, where the mission
statement and Christian ethos have a very positive impact. Excellent relationships between adults and
pupils lead to a loving and trusting environment, where all are encouraged to live out their mission
statement of ‘Love one another as I have loved you’.
• The personal faith, leadership and dedication of the headteacher provides the vision that continues to take
the school forward.
• St. Swithun’s is a school that knows itself well. The leadership team and governing body have an open and
trusting relationship of challenge and support.
• The regular support of the parish priest is of great benefit to the school.
• The vast majority of parents, who responded to the survey, were very positive about all aspects of school
life, one stated, “All staff live out the mission and you see it wherever you go in the school”.
• Since the last validation, leaders in the school, including governors, have shown a strong commitment to
improving standards in RE. Their efforts have been successful; standards are now good and there is
potential for these to improve still further. Recent improvements have been very well led by the RE leader
who provides very good support for staff and knows her subject well.
• Good quality teaching in RE inspires and challenges pupils, leading to good attainment and progress in this
core subject. Relationships within and beyond the classroom enhance learning.
• Moral development is outstanding. Pupils are wonderful ambassadors for the school and speak about their
school with pride. Their outstanding behaviour and attitudes are underpinned by their knowledge and living
out of the school’s mission statement. Children said, “We need to talk about the message the Gospel gives
us and put it into our own lives.”
• Through a wide range of worship opportunities, the children are opened to God’s presence in their lives and
in the lives of others.
What does the school need to do to improve further?
In order to continue to move forward, the school should:
• Ensure the improvements in teaching and learning in RE are embedded across the school.
• Develop opportunities for pupils to study and apply the principles of Catholic social teaching throughout
the curriculum and life of the school.
• Embed in upper Key Stage 2 and then extend to all year groups the recent move to pupils planning and
leading aspects of their own worship, ensuring expectations are appropriate for the age of the children
involved.

Full Report
The school as a Catholic community
The school community:
The wider community:
•

•
•
•
•

Outstanding
Outstanding

The school’s mission and Christian ethos permeates all aspects of school life, where every member is
nurtured, valued and encouraged to recognise their responsibility to others , as one pupil stated, “One
person can make the difference, as we learn from the Good Samaritan Parable - and we then can make all
the difference to others”.
The school has highly positive relationships with the different groups that make up its community. Visitors
acknowledge the warmth of the welcome that they receive.
The parish priest is very supportive of the school through celebrating Mass, weekly visits delivering
lessons, input into the newsletter, monthly assemblies, liturgies and supporting the Mini-Vinnies.
The school effectively communicates with parents. There is a positive and trusting relationship between
home and the school. One parent stated, “The parents feel that they belong to the school. It is a supportive
family - they live out their mission every day”.
Pupils live out the mission in school life through a range of roles including prefects, Mini-Vinnies, school
councillors, Language Ambassadors and School Monitors. The pupils value the opportunity that these roles
afford.

•
•

The school celebrates its cultural diversity - as highlighted by the 27 languages represented within the
school - with Language Ambassadors leading such events as the recent Polish Independence Day
celebrations, along with supporting new arrivals who have little English.
All members of the school community demonstrate their commitment to the principles of stewardship
through support of many local, national and international initiatives that mean a lot to the school, including
Great Ormond Street, Wear a Hat Day and CAFOD. Pupils recognised charity fund-raising is linked to the
school’s mission statement.

Curriculum religious education
Attainment and progress:
Good
Quality of teaching:
Good
Leadership and management of RE:
Outstanding
• The evidence in the pupils’ books, the high quality teaching seen on the day and discussions with pupils all
combine to show that attainment and progress in RE are good and improving.
• Pupils in the school value RE and recognise that it can help them in their daily lives. In the lessons
observed as part of the validation, pupils were able to draw on knowledge of scripture and relate the
messages to everyday life.
• Learning is supported by well organised environments, well-chosen resources and targeted support from
teaching support staff. Effective use is made of working walls with key vocabulary, questions and
children’s responses evident.
• The children demonstrate a positive attitude to learning and show very good learning behaviours.
• At the time of the last validation RE was judged to require improvement. Strong leadership from the
headteacher, governors, leadership team and RE subject leader have led to rapid improvement in standards.
• The hard work of the school RE leader has been a key factor in the improvement of RE. Key actions have
included supporting teacher subject knowledge and refining planning.
TO BE CONTINUED…
DRIVERS needed for the Christmas Day Party for the elderly and alone held at St John’s Cathedral. If
you are able to help please contact, Mrs Bobbie Cozens 07713160471 or Cozensbe@googlemail.com

The Ascent Group pre-Christmas lunch is on Sunday December the 8th at the Royal Beach Hotel
Southsea. For those members who have booked for this event please assemble in the main bar of the Royal
Beach Hotel at 12-30pm for lunch at 1pm on the
day. Note that £10-50 per person is required to
be paid on the day for the balance cost of the
meal.
Monday 2nd December:

- Meeting of our Conference of the Society
of St Vincent de Paul from 6.00pm to
7.00pm;
- Rehearsal of the New Extra-Ordinary
Ministers of the Holy Communion;

Road);

- PRAISE & WORSHIP Evening in St
Swithun’s Hall, from 7.30pm to
9.00pm in the Presbytery (105 Waverley

Tuesday 3rd December:
- from 4.00pm to 6.00pm - Catholic Youth Club & Confirmation Programme Meeting (in the
Youth Room, in the hall)

- from 7.40pm to 9.00pm HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - SCRIPTURE MEETING - ALL are very
welcome in the Presbytery (105 Waverley Road);
- from 9.10pm to 10.30pm – Preparation for Marriage for the Polish and mix-couples in the
Presbytery (105 Waverley Road);

Friday 6th December:
- from 5.00pm to 8.00pm – ALTAR
SERVER’s FORMATION MEETING;

- from 8.15pm
to 10.15pm – WATCHING ‘MY

LIFE’ MOVIE (for those, who

participated in the preparation for the film, and have done the homework You are very welcome in the Presbytery (105 Waverley Road);

Saturday 7th December:
- from 11.20am to 1.00pm – Classes of Polish Grammar, History &
Catechism for Polish children (age from 5 to 10) - in the Youth Room,
in the hall;
- from 7.40pm to 10.00pm – FORMATION MEETING FOR POLISH
ADULTS ALL are very welcome in the Youth Room, in the hall;

Sunday 8th December:
- at 10.15am Mass our First Communion Children will
receive the Miraculous Medals of The Immaculate Mary.
- from 11.40am to 12.15pm – SUNDAY SCHOOL in the Youth Room, in the hall;
SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION THIS WEEK:
MONDAY to SATURDAY 9.00am to 9.55am at St Swithun’s
Tuesday & Thursday: 6:00 pm to 6:55 at St Swithun’s
Sunday: 8.00am to 8.25am; 12:30pm to 12:55pm at St Swithun’s;
Saturday at Our Lady of Lourdes’ church: 5.30pm to 5.55pm
and by request…

A VERY GOOD WAY FOR
THE ADVENT’s RETREAT
Full English audio version of the
film has been released in 800 cinemas
across the US on the 28th of October.
Finished on the 2nd place on American
box office. On the 18th November
was shown on 131 screens across the
UK and Ireland hitting 5th place in
box office chart leaving many
cinemas without empty seats.

Returning to cinemas by popular demand - on the December 10 in the UK
Original locations + 50 new cinemas

"Love and Mercy: Faustina”, a docudrama on Divine Mercy and the mission of Sr. Faustina Kowalska, reveals previously unknown facts and recently
disclosed documents that shed new light on the truth of the Divine Mercy message. As many know, the Divine Mercy is a devotion to Jesus Christ associated with
the apparitions of Jesus to Sr. Faustina in Poland in the 1930s. Jesus urged Sr. Faustina to paint an image according to the pattern that she had seen, and
requested to have the image venerated, first in the sisters' chapel, and then throughout the world.
The venerated image under this Christological title refers to what Sr. Faustina’s diary describes as “God’s loving mercy” towards all people, especially
for sinners. Scientific analysis included in the film indicates that Sr. Faustina indeed saw the Lord Jesus. Cooperating with the Kondrat-Media team, a group of
experts found letters of Fr. Michal Sopocko (Sr. Faustina’s confessor), and, while browsing forgotten archives, they found additional previously unknown
documents. Aided by scientific analysis, the film reveals how the Divine Mercy image and the Shroud of Turin were compared to one another to stunning
conclusions.
Dramatically recreated scenes between Saint Faustina and her confessor Father Michał Sopoćko traces the story of the origins of the image and how the
devotion to Divine Mercy was born and spread throughout the world. Shot in the U.S., Poland and Lithuania, the film is a compelling hybrid of dramatization and
documentary-style storytelling that will leave viewers in awe of this spectacular account of divine friendship.
Our Lord reminds us of the need to always be
prepared for His coming, whether it is our own
personal exit from this life or the worlds. And just
like a master of the house who does not know the
hour when the thief will come ... we too are
unaware of the hour and so should always be
spiritually ready as if it will be today.

The Requiem Mass & Funeral of
Mr Roscislaw Rudziak (Known As: Rudi) will be held

on Monday 9TH December, at 10am
Mass in St Swithun’s church
Arthur Tobin - 12/10/1923 - 25/01/2018 (he
left us £10.000 legacy)
Arthur Tobin was a Southsea lad heart
and soul. He attended St Swithun’s Primary
School, the beginning of a long association with St Swithun’s
church.
His early education, both at school and at home, emphasized

service before self, and, when war broke out, he joined up as a young pilot just as soon as he could.
His belief that community spirit was nurtured by love of adventure and the outdoors. He continued to fly,
sail his beloved boat ‘Alert’ and ride his motorbike throughout his life.
Arthur was a pillar of the commercial community, he took over Cynthia’s, the
lingerie shop his mother opened on Elm Grove, and ran it almost single-handedly
until he was in his 70s. He was an avid collector, and most of his collections can be
seen in the Portsmouth Museum.
Arthur was always interested in the activities of St Swithun’s, how delighted he
would have been to know that his donation would mean that local young people
have somewhere to gather together.

And the young
Polish, very
dedicated people,
who sacrificed their
time and talents to
do it for free

Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Brian Girling, Shelia Langford; Catherine Morgan, Piam Brown Ward, for all
the children suffering and their poor families with them Aidan Molloy, David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker,
Kathleen Jones, Heidi Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Patricia Ward, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Patrick
McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Fred
Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Anne Sullivan, Jo
Wheeler and Josephine Butler. And all whose anniversaries occur at this time: 1ST December: Rocislaw 'Rudi' Rudziak, Maurice
Anderson, Mary Claffey, Isabella Butler, James Harrison, Eileen McEntee, Michael McMahon, Elizabeth Lindsay, J Michael Kane,
Florence Read, Muriel Ryan, Alfred Kenneth Elliot, Norman Cyril Pickard, Jack Barter, Tadeusz Mikulski, Janet Mary Loud,
Margaret Malloy, Nicole Sharkey aka Nee Brett, Lucy Osmonde, Gerald James Murphy, Evelyn Blanche Bushnell, Sean Gerard Lynn,
Andrew O'Brien, Florence Alice Brennan, Edith Horn, Reuben Atkins, Norah Bailey, Maria Mallia, Rosemary Orme, Violet Faith
Wardlaw, Sarah Stanford, Kathleen Dorothy Thomas, Anna Walsh, Ellen (Nellie) Elizabeth Budd, James George Cornelius
Coughlin, Peter Jeffery, Louise Margaret Baxter, Humphrey Bremsking, Pamela Grace Gorsuch, Maria Valcic, Walter David Henry
Clabburn, Gerald Kearney, Betty Sarah Tongh, Doris Edna Maisie Pooleyd
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen

