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Nottingham Preschool Partnership  

Environmental sustainability policy 

 

Within our setting, we wish to support children to learn about sustainable 

practices and foster respect and care for the living and non-living environment. 

We take into consideration a selection of the 17 United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). Although our setting focuses on education, we 

demonstrate working towards other goals further down in this policy.  

Children can develop positive attitudes and values about sustainable practices by 

exploring solutions to environmental issues, learning about the world around 

them and how to protect it and watching adult’s role model sustainable 

practices.  

We promote a holistic, open ended curriculum which explores ideas and 

practices for environmental sustainability and helps children understand the 

interdependence between people and the environment by:  

• Helping children to explore nature through art and play  

• Supporting children to experience the natural environment through 

natural materials like wood, stone, sand and recycled materials 

• Support the environment by learning how to grow and nurture plants in 

the nursery garden and discovering all about the food cycle by growing, 

harvesting, and cooking food for our nursery menu 

• Help children to learn about water conservation, energy efficiency and 

waste reduction through play-based activities and adult interactions  

• Going on nature walks and learning about plants they see in the local area 

• Encouraging parents and children to walk to nursery once a week / month 

to raise the awareness of caring for the planet  

• Developing a recycling area and encouraging children to share recycling 

ethos into the home environment. 

We will embed sustainability into all aspects of the operations including:  

• Recycling materials for art and creative activities and encouraging parents 

to bring in their recycling materials for the same use 

• When children take home models from recycled materials ensuring 

parents recycle these materials if they do not keep them  

• Considering our carbon footprint when purchasing materials 

• Turning off equipment and lights when not in use  

• using energy saving light bulbs 

• not leaving any equipment on standby 

• unplugging all equipment at the end of its use/the day 

• using energy saving wash cycles on the washing machine.  
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• composting food waste 

• incorporating water-wise strategies such as ensuring taps are turned off 

and leaks fixed 

• Using rain water butts for outdoor water play  

• Recycling water from the water play to water plants outside 

• Using food that we have grown in nursery meals.  

• Using wipeable aprons during intimate care and offering the staff 

members a choice whether to use gloves or not.  

Working together with all our parents and partners will help our environment to 

be more sustainable and make it a better place for our future generations to 

grow up in. We assess our nursery’s impact on the environment on a regular 

basis and put procedures in place to counteract this impact.  

In order to encourage children not to waste food or to play with food at 

mealtimes, we discourage the use of food as a play material. On the occasion 

that we use food, it will be for the sensory experience. In which case we will 

colour the food to differentiate between the food we eat.  We encourage 

activities which involve preparing and tasting different types of food. This may 

include the use of fruit and vegetables in the home corner.  

Wastage of equipment and resources 

We try to produce a minimal amount of waste in our setting. This involves 

resources and play materials. We consider the eight ‘R’s before throwing items 

away. We first Rethink about the purpose behind using selected resources. If we 

can find an eco-friendly alternative, we will use this instead. For example, we 

have replaced letters to parents by now using emails and text messages.  

We Refuse some items if we do not find them necessary in the setting. We 

refused individual milk cartons for children and instead have our milk delivered 

in the 4-pint bottles. This also encourages children to only take the amount they 

want. We also question delivery companies about whether it is necessary to use 

excess packaging for their products.  

We Reuse items wherever possible. We like to use packaging from the kitchen in 

the box modelling area of the setting. We also find alternative uses for products 

such as using yoghurt pots as paint holders or planters. 

 Our setting discourages the use of plastic equipment and wherever possible we 

purchase wooden play resources. One important reason for this is that wood is 

much easier to Repair. 

 The setting on a whole reduces the amount of resources and equipment we 

purchase by ensuring the staff and children are respecting our resources and 

correctly looking after items. We also plan meal times to suit children and any 

leftover portions are frozen or followed on to the following day if the food is 

suitable. This reduces the amount of food waste.  
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We encourage staff and children to only use water bottles which they can refill in 

the setting. We also buy resources in larger containers/bottles and use these to 

refill smaller ones.  

We do not regularly use battery operated equipment but when we do, we only 

buy Rechargeable batteries and devices.  

Finally, our setting promotes Recycling. We have separate bins in the setting to 

encourage staff and children to recycle. We work closely with the charity 

AID2GAMBIA. We encourage staff and parents to bring in any old clothes to send 

across to Gambia for further use.  
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