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Aim
I can explain the spread of the Roman empire and recall key facts about the 
invasion of Britain.



What Do You Know?

What do you know about the 
Roman empire?

What happened during the Roman 
invasions?

What Would You Like to Find Out?



In 55 BC, the Romans already ruled the country that we know 
today as France. The Romans called it Gallia and were just across 
the English Channel.

Britain

English 
Channel

Romans

https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zs2mhyc
Watch the video link to find out about the invasions and then 

read the next pages to find out more detail about each invasion.

https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zs2mhyc


55 BC: The First Raid
The Roman General Julius Caesar 
came across the sea to Britain. He 
wanted to make Britain a part of 

the Roman empire. He brought with 
him two Roman legions.

The Celts were living in Britain. 
They fought back bravely and the 

Romans returned to France, despite 
winning several battles.

GLOSSARY
Roman legions – There were around 5000 soldiers in a Roman army legion.



54 BC: The Second Raid
One year later, Julius Caesar came 
back across the sea. This time he 
brought with him five legions and 

2000 cavalrymen.

The Roman army fought in south-
east England and this time got to 
the other side of the river Thames.

The British tribes agreed to pay 
tributes to Rome and were left in 

peace. Caesar did not think Britain 
was worth a long war and he had 
other problems in the empire to 
deal with. The Celts opened up 
trading links with the Romans.

GLOSSARY 
cavalrymen – Soldiers on horseback.



AD 43: The Third Attempt
Nearly one hundred years later, the 
Romans returned. Emperor Claudius 

was now in charge and he was 
determined to make Britain part of 
the Roman empire. He sent General 
Aulus Plautius and four legions of 

soldiers, plus about the same 
number of auxiliary soldiers. They 

were split into three divisions.

Many Celtic tribes realised how 
strong this Roman army was and 

made deals to keep the peace. They 
agreed to obey Roman laws and 
pay taxes. In return, they were 
allowed to keep their kingdoms.

GLOSSARY
Auxiliary soldiers – People recruited from non-Roman tribes to reinforce the 

army or provide a specific skill. The Latin word ‘auxilium’ means ‘help’.



Activity 1: Invasion Questions
Use information from this PDF PowerPoint and the information 
provided on your activity sheet to answer the invasion questions. 
It can be done orally or you can write the answers.

Choose *HARD, ** HARDER or *** HARDEST



Why did the Romans want to invade Britain?
Britain had lots of goods which the Romans wanted:

Corn - As the Roman Empire grew bigger, there were more and more people to feed;
More Romans started living in towns, leaving fewer people in the country to grow 
crops. Rome needed to import more food and Briton was a very fertile land.

Wool - Britain had a good supply of sheep and wool was needed for making Roman 
togas.

Tin and Pewter - Britain also had tin mines and tin and pewter were used for cups 
and plates;

Silver - The Romans made their money out of silver – more coins were needed as the 
Empire grew. Britain already had silver mines that the Romans knew about.

Gold -Gold was used for jewellery and was in great demand by the Romans. Gold 
was very important in trade as a means of exchange and for gold coins.

Lead -Lead was really useful and Britain had a good supply of it. It was used to 
make water pipes and plumbing systems. It  was also used to make coffins! 

Slaves - Romans planned to used captured Britons as slaves. Roman society ran on the 
basis of slave labour. Slaves were used to work in every type of industry, from nurse 
maids, to field hands, miners and as galley slaves to row Roman ships.



Why did the Romans want to invade Britain?
Power and Ambition!

• The Romans didn’t just want goods from 
Britain, they also wanted to invade to show 
how powerful they were.  

• By conquering more and more countries and 
making their Empire bigger, it made Rome 
more powerful.

• The Romans also believed it was their duty 
to do this and make the world “civilised” like 
them.

• Invading other countries and adding to the 
Empire was a way to become more powerful 
and popular;

• The first invasions took place because Julius 
Caesar was ambitious and wanted power and 
glory;

• Claudius had just become Emperor, in the 1st

Century BC, and wanted to prove himself as a 
good leader of Rome, when his invasion took 
place.



Why did the Romans want to invade Britain? 
Revenge!

The Britons had been helping the Gauls (French) fight against 
the Romans.
The Romans wanted to punish the Britons for this and make 
sure that they could no longer do this.



Spread of the Roman Empire
Look at the interactive map https://resourcesforhistory.com/map.htm#gsc.tab=0.

colour-
codedtimeline

key

? What has changed by 133 BC?

?

What do we notice in 237 BC?

? What can you say about who owned land in 800 BC?

What do you think is most significant about the map in 44 BC?

What can we say about the Celts in AD 79 and in AD 117??

?

https://resourcesforhistory.com/map.htm#gsc.tab=0


Spread of the Roman Empire – Activity 2

Show what you have learnt about the spread of the Roman 
Empire by completing the timeline task

Match the dates to the facts.
(You could draw lines or cut and
stick the dates to the correct facts.)

Use details from the maps on the
weblink to help you.

You may need to look at maps and
atlases to help you recognise the
countries.


