


Kingdom of 
Benin



AD 400

The Yoruba people start using 
iron tools which allows them 
to clear forest land effectively 
for the first time. Villages 
developed and chiefs 
emerged.



AD 600
The area becomes the Ife 
kingdom, one of the 
earliest kingdoms in the 
west African rainforest. 
Ife was a holy city and 
the ruler was called the 
Oni.



AD 900
A large network of walls 
and moats are built 
around the city of Benin 
between AD 900 and 
1897.



AD 1091

The Edo people were ruled by the 
Ogiso, which means king of the 
skies. They lived in Igodomigodo. 
The Ogiso Dynasty came to an end 
around AD 1091.



1440

• Around 1440, Ewuare became the 
new Oba of Benin. He built up an 
army and started winning land. He 
also rebuilt Benin City and the royal 
palace. Oba Ewuare was the first 
of five great warrior kings. His son 
Oba Ozolua was believed to have 
won 200 battles.



1486
It was only when the Portuguese made 
contact with Benin that the name 
'Benin' began to be used. This name is 
now widely used to describe the entire 
civilisation from AD900.

The Portuguese were the first 
Europeans to arrive in Benin. They 
came between 1470 and 1490.



1504

Esigie, an Oba of Benin begins 
his rule. His mother, Queen Idia, 
played a very significant role in 
the rise and reign of her son. 
Esigie expanded his kingdom 
eastwards to form an empire 
and won land from the Kingdom 
of Ife. He encouraged trade with 
the Portuguese and used 
his wealth from trade to build 
up a vast army.



1601

Oba Ehengbuda was the last of 
the warrior kings. But he spent 
most of his reign stopping 
rebellions led by local chiefs. 
After his death in 1601, 
Benin’s empire gradually 
shrank in size.



1897

In 1897 British forces captured 
Benin city and sent the king into 
exile. They made Benin part of the 
British Empire.



1914

The kingship was restored in 
1914 and since then kings 
have continued to maintain 
local power in this area which 
is now in Edo State in modern 
Nigeria.



Task
Create a timeline to 
show the history of 

the Kingdom of 
Benin.


