


The Kingdom of Benin was 
located in what is now modern-
day Nigeria.

What hemisphere is it located 
in?

What do you think the climate is 
like?



The Kingdom of Benin was 
located in West Africa in the 
southern forests.

It was a thickly forested area 
and would have been very hot 
and humid.

The city of Benin was 
surrounded by walls and 
moats as well as the river 
Niger.

Why do you think moats and 
walls were built?



Many people in Benin lived in villages in 
the rainforest. They cleared away the 
trees to grow vegetables and they built 
their houses from mud, wood and palm 
leaves.

Benin was famous for its craft workers. 
Specialists in a craft (like 
ivory carvers) formed groups called 
guilds. All the members of a guild 
lived and worked together.



There were more than 40 guilds in 
Benin City and each guild had 
to perform a special duty for the Oba. 
Not all the guilds were for 
craft workers. Doctors, drummers, 
acrobats and dancers had their 
own guilds too.

Men from all over the kingdom 
served the Oba as soldiers. 
Warriors went into battle armed with 
swords, spears and crossbows, and 
by the 1600s they had guns as well. 
Some brave boys trained as 
hunters. They started their training 
very young and the bravest of all 
became elephant hunters.



Trade
The Kingdom of Benin carried out trade in 
ivory, palm oil, and pepper with Portuguese 
and Dutch traders as well as other African 
Kingdoms.

They would also trade with others guilds in 
the kingdom for supplies. .

Instead of using money they exchanged 
goods.

To find out the important materials that were 
traded in the Kingdom of Benin: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpvck
qt/articles/z3s2xnb

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpvckqt/articles/z3s2xnb


Task

Create a survival guide for living in the 
Kingdom of Benin.

You should 
include information about:

Climate

Jobs available

Trade

Key geographical features

General life.


