
Starter What is a non-fiction text?

Can you remember what they are and the 
features of them?



Non-fiction texts 
•Tells the reader information.
•Contents page.
•Glossary
•Index
•Diagrams and labels
•Interesting facts

Features
• Title
• Introduction
• Sub-headings
• Present tense
• Bullet points
• Third person
• Diagrams/photographs

Types of non-fiction texts
• Letters
• Recounts 
• Diaries
• Reports
• Information texts



Can you label the 
features?



Title

Photograph
Sub-heading

Bullet 
points

illustration
boxes

question

introduction



Can you remember what summarising is?

A summary is a verbal or written description about what you have read. You will need to pick out the 
key points that are important and be able to give a short explanation of the text’s main ideas.
Imagine that you have read a book and want to text a friend about the plot – which key points would 
you tell them and which parts would you leave out?



Summarising non-fiction texts

Titles or headings and sub-headings help to summarise non-fiction texts.



Read the following text.
What should the sub-heading be?

Roald Dahl was born on September 13, 1916 in Llandaff, Wales. He had a 
difficult childhood as his father and older sister died when he was three. His 
mother raised him as well as three sisters and two step-sisters. He liked to read 
adventure stories as a kid. His mom would tell him all sorts of fantasy stories, 
which he loved.

Roald didn't like school much, so when he turned 18 he decided not to go to 
university. Then World War II started when he was 23 and he joined the Royal 
Air Force.



Roald Dahl was born on September 13, 1916 in Llandaff, Wales. He had a 
difficult childhood as his father and older sister died when he was three. His 
mother raised him as well as three sisters and two step-sisters. He liked to read 
adventure stories as a kid. His mom would tell him all sorts of fantasy stories, 
which he loved.

Roald didn't like school much, so when he turned 18 he decided not to go to 
university. Then World War II started when he was 23 and he joined the Royal 
Air Force.

Roald Dahl’s childhood

Jobs



What heading 
should we give 
this page?



Pandas



Read the Pet care text. 

Choose your text:
Hard – Titles reading group
Harder - Publishers and Indexes groups
Editors choose Harder or Hardest
Hardest - Authors and Blurbs

Pre-read task – If there are words 
you do not understand, look for 
clues in the text to help you and if 
this does not work, use a 
dictionary.



Activity
Look at the sub-headings and decide where they should go in your text.



1) Answer the comprehension questions about the text. (can be done verbally or written)

2) Look at the following clip about fiction and non-fiction texts.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4j8rj6/articles/zty8xfr

Other activities

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4j8rj6/articles/zty8xfr

