Open and honest
communication

Appropriate and
effective teaching and
learning

A Partnership
approach

Welcome to the Special Educational
Needs area and our SEN Offer. My name
is Beth Bridge and I am the SENCO for
Coppice School. I work with children,
teachers, parents and outside agencies
to ensure our pupil’s needs are met.

How to speak to the SENCO if you have a concern.
•We always encourage you to talk to your child’s class teacher in the
first instance.
•Speak to a member of the office team to find out when the SENCO
may be available.

•Make an appointment to see her or ask if she can telephone you.
•You can also email her on enquiry@coppice.bham.sch.uk

We hold regular review meetings with parents during the school day
so that you can find out how your child is doing in school.

We will make all the information we need to share with you clear
and easy to understand.
To read our SEN Policy click here. This policy explains how we identify and
assess children who we think might have special educational needs. If you
prefer information on paper, please ask for a copy.
Our governing body has a governor who is responsible for special educational
needs. Her name is Yvette Brook.

What happens if there is a concern about your child?

Parent/
teacher
concerns
raised

Needs
identified

Provision may
be put in
place

Progress
monitored
and reviewed

Our school endeavors to support all the SEN needs pupils, in the
following areas of need:
•Communication and Interaction
•Cognition and Learning
•Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties
•Sensory and/or Physical Needs

We work with a range of agencies to help identify specific needs.
These include:
•Pupil and School Support – Ali Ayres
•Educational Psychologist – Sofia Hussain
•Communication and Autism Team – Mark Hill
•Speech and Language Therapy- various therapists.
Our school may refer your child to other agencies as appropriate. We will
always consult you and request permission before a referral is made.

The SENCO will make sure that all appropriate school staff are
aware of your child’s additional needs.
If your child has been identified as having additional needs relevant
targets will be put in place. These will always be shared with you, your child
and appropriate staff.
You will be invited into school each term to discuss progress with the class
teacher and you will be able to give your views. Your child’s views will also
be listened to.
We operate an open door policy and you can make an appointment to speak
to your child’s teacher or the SENCO at any point during the year.

Identification and assessment of Special Educational Needs
(SEN)
There are a range of methods used to identify Special Educational Needs
which may include the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Parental concern
Pupil concern
Staff concern
In school data
External agency advice

Our method of assessment will be dependent on the needs of the child.
Some children may need an Education, Health Care Plan (EHC). This may be
issued by the Local Authority following a detailed assessment.

All school staff will receive appropriate training so
they have the knowledge and confidence to support
children’s needs.
Regular staff meetings are used to ensure staff have upto-date knowledge to teach children of all abilities.
Sometimes training is run by specialists e.g. Epipen
training or training by a member of the Communication
and Autism Team.
The SENCO is available to support and assist all staff in
school with regard to SEN.

Teaching and support staff assess the level children are working at
and differentiate the curriculum accordingly.
We use a range of criteria and evidence to help us identify the level children
are working at. This helps teachers to plan work for all children to make
progress. The work and support will be different for different groups of
children.

The school will provide good teaching for your child and extra
support where needed.
We use a range of strategies to monitor the progress of children to ensure
that good teaching is in place for all pupils. We do this through:
•Tracking your child’s progress through termly pupil progress meetings
•Regular book scrutiny for all classes and constructive feedback to teachers
•Classroom observations and learning walks, including monitoring the learning
environment

We offer support through a variety of interventions that are
matched to your child’s needs.
For example:

•Whole class differentiation
•Small group support
•1:1 intervention
•Adapted tasks and resources
The effectiveness of these interventions are continuously evaluated and
reviewed.

Here are some comments made by children who have participated
in our interventions.
On the computer I
used a programme
called Units of Sound.
It helped me with
spelling and reading.
I love it because it
helps me and it’s fun.
Year 4 pupil.
I’ve really changed my
reading because I was slow,
now I go very quickly!
Year 2 pupil

At school I have a box
of activities so when I
struggle in lessons I use
it. The reason I use it is
it helps me concentrate.
Year 4 pupil

I know how I can make my sentences
clear and not wrong. I am proud that
I can do capital letters and full stops
and use ‘and’ in my writing.
Year 2 pupil

A range of resources and approaches are used across
school to support learning for children operating at
different levels.
• All classrooms have different types of practical and visual apparatus to
support learning and progress.
• Our reading books are book banded so that they are at the right level
for your child to make progress.
• We have a range of ICT equipment is used to support children recording
their work in different ways across the school environment.
• Classroom management and organisation accommodate children with
physical, hearing or sight impairment.
• Our working walls have examples of teacher models to support
independent learning.

Where specialist resources are required these will be secured.

The school provide support for those children with
social, emotional and mental health difficulties.
We work with Outside Agencies to provide appropriate support for those
pupils identified.

We sometimes run social skills groups as appropriate across the school to
support children who can find social situations difficult.
We have a Teaching Assistant who works individually with pupils to support
their emotional health and well being.

The school will try to make sure that children with
additional needs and their families are able to take part
fully in school life.
This may include:
• School trips
• Social events
• Before and after school clubs
• School performances and assemblies
School work closely with parents to ensure that specific needs are met
so that children have a wide and varied range of experiences that are
fully accessible and enjoyable.

How we work with you to identify your child’s needs.

• We involve you in all decisions and listen to your views
• We involve your child in decisions about their learning
• We ask for your permission to involve other
professionals to work with your child. The content of
their involvement is confidential and is only shared with
you and relevant staff
• We can support you in contacting organisations who can
give advice and support

The school will involve you in all decisions and listen to your views.
Parents/carers
or teachers
raise a concern
about the
progress of a
child.
Discussion
with
parents/carers,
teacher, SENCo
takes place.

Assessments are
carried out to find
out the specific
need(s) of the child
and ways to support
at home discussed

Outcomes are
assessed and
reviewed with
parents/carers
and pupil.
Teaching supports
targets with
appropriate
interventions. Progress
is monitored.

Targets addressing
the needs are shared
with parents/carers
and pupils.
Resources and
teaching approaches
are identified.
Possible involvement
of outside agency.

The school will try to involve your child in decisions about their
learning.
Here are some of the things we do to make sure your child is listened to and
are involved in decision making:

Person Centered
Reviews

Our
voice!

Pupil Profiles

Children can speak to any
member of staff as well as
their class teacher.

Children are involved
in reviewing their
progress.

Pupil Conferencing

Children are involved
in target setting.

How we support you and your child with transition whilst they are
in our care.
If your child has additional needs and is in a pre-school setting, we
liaise with the relevant staff to find out as much information as
possible about your child’s needs. This may include any targets and
paperwork or agencies which might have been involved in supporting
your child. We may arrange for additional meetings and visits.
During your child’s education at our school their annual transition will
be supported by all staff/parents and carers/outside agencies
involved with your child.
When your child moves to a new school, we ensure that all information
regarding your pupil’s special educational needs are passed on to the
new SENCO. Extra visits to the school may be arranged and
sometimes the new SENCO will come to review meetings held at our
school.

Responsibilities of our Governing Body with regards to SEN
Our Governing Body has a duty to ensure that the school adheres to the new
Code of Practice under the Children and Families Act 2014 and also has a
responsibility to ensure that appropriate safeguarding procedures are in place
for all pupils, including those who have SEN.
A governor is specifically responsible for SEN to ensure that the school and the
SENCo carry out their duties. If you have a concern about the provision
provided for your child please follow our complaints procedure.
Our governor for SEN is Yvette Brook
One of the key responsibilities of our Governing Body is to make sure that the
school’s policy for children with disability and Special Educational Needs (SEN)
is published on the school website. The information on the school website must
be reviewed annually by the Governing Body.

Contact details for organisations who can give advice and support
for you and your child.
Birmingham City’s SEND local offer:
Local Offer

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50034/birminghams_local_offer_send
Social Services
Tel: 0121 303 1888

SENAR
Tel: 0121 303 0829
Forward Thinking:
0121 250 1560

Barnardos
Tel: 0121 303 1888

School Health Advisory Service
Tel: 0121 303 1888

