
India overplays hand...
It was further pointed out that it was more important

for India to signal how big it is on the world stage rather
than fix the broken economy. 

Still others on twitter dwelt on the incongruity of  it all –
the fact that Russia's per capita GDP is 10,743 US$ while In-
dia's is only 1,939 US$! One sceptic pointed out that the
favour to the Russian federation was to square up for buy-
ing its silence on the Kashmir issue.  There was also a sen-
timent that had India extended a similar facility to
Bangladesh, Nepal or Bhutan, it would not have raised
eyebrows.  

The sarcasm was more than apparent when a detractor
remarked in zest: Oh! So this is where the collections from
traffic challan will be spent. Waah Modiji Waah!

PM Modi, however, sees the line of  credit as a "launch
pad" in the region which is blessed with oil, gas and other
minerals and where India is "very active".

Modi also said the friendship between India and Russia
was not restricted to governmental interactions, but was
about people and close business relations.

Only time will tell.

Man held with rare king ...
Following the information, the team along with

Tiger Strike Force guard Rohit cordoned off  the
area and managed to arrest the accused from his
residence. 

During subsequent questioning, the accused alleged-
ly confessed to leopard's hide. The STF team informed
forest department and started collecting information
about the hide. The team came to know that the hide
belonged to a rare kind of  leopard, possibly found in
forest between Sendhwa and Maharashtra. The big cat
was killed by a group of  people.A year ago, forest de-
partment had arrested few persons with nails and oth-
er body parts of  the leopard. Since then accused Gaffar
was on the run with the hide. The team that arrested
the accused would be rewarded by senior officials. The
accused has been handed over to forest department for
further action. 
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10 NATION Kolkata to get 100 electric buses soon
KOLKATA: Kolkata will get 100 electric buses from the Central government soon as part of
efforts to promote such vehicles under the FAME 2 scheme in order to cut carbon emission
and reduce the country’s petroleum import bill, a Union minister said here on Thursday.
“Kolkata has placed a demand for 100 electric buses. If the West Bengal government demands
more, we are game. The delivery of buses will start soon,” minister for heavy industries and
public enterprises Arjun Ram Meghwal told a media conference. 
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AGENCIES
New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Thursday ordered that ail-
ing CPI(M) leader Mohd
Yusuf  Tarigami be shifted
from Srinagar, where he is
under detention at his
home, to AIIMS in Delhi
without any delay for bet-
ter treatment. 

A bench comprising
Chief  Justice Ranjan
Gogoi and Justices S A
Bobde and S A Nazeer said
the shifting will be done
following consultations be-
tween doctors at Srina-
gar’s Sher-i-Kashmir Insti-
tute of  Medical Sciences
(SKIMS) and the All India
Institute of  Medical Sci-
ences. 

The bench also issued no-
tice to the Centre and the
Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration on CPI(M)
general secretary Sitaram
Yechury’s plea that there
was no order for Tariga-

mi’s detention. 
The bench sought a reply

within one week and post-
ed the matter for further
hearing on September 16.
“Having perused the re-
port submitted by the peti-
tioner (Yechury) pursuant
to the order of  this court,
dated August 28, we are of
the view that immediate
steps should be taken to
shift Mohammad Yousuf
Tarigami to the AIIMS,
New Delhi. 

“The time and mode of
travel of  Tarigami will be
decided by the State Gov-
ernment in consultation
with the doctors and spe-
cialists of  SKIMS, Srina-
gar,” the bench said in its
order. It added, “We hardly
need to emphasise that the
movement of  Tarigami to
the AIIMS, New Delhi
shall be done forthwith by
the concerned authorities.
He will be allowed to be ac-
companied by one family
member of  his choice.” 

Shift CPM leader Tarigami
to AIIMS: Orders SC

Says need to 
prevent accidents

AGENCIES
New Delhi

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari on
Thursday defended hefty fines under
new Motor Vehicle Act, saying the
government’s intention was not to
impose heavy penalties on people but
to bring road discipline for prevent-
ing loss of  lives through accidents. 

After the Motor Vehicle Act (2019)
came into effect from Sunday, re-
ports have said a two-wheeler rider
was fined Rs 23,000 in Gurugram for
various norms violations, while a
truck driver was given challan for
Rs 59,000. 

“The government does not wish to
fine people. The thing is that a time
should come that nobody has to pay
such fines,” Gadkari, who is the
highways and road transport minis-
ter said here on the sidelines on
SIAM annual conclave. He was re-

sponding to query on how such
hefty penalties were justified. Re-
ferring to an instance of  a drunken
auto rickshaw driver, Gadkari
asked, “If there is an accident then
who would be responsible for that?” 

On some states such as West Ben-
gal and Madhya Pradesh refusing to
implement the new Act, he said the
subject is in the concurrent list and
when this Act was formed after a
committee of  state transport minis-
ters, coming from seven political
parties, had recommended it. 

“It even went to a standing com-
mittee in Parliament, which gave its
suggestions and then it was ap-
proved,” the minister added. 

Stressing on the need to have
strict penalties for traffic norms vi-
olations, Gadkari said, “In the coun-
try, there are 5 lakh accidents hap-
pening each year, around 1.5 lakh
people die. Should we not save these
lives? If  there is no respect for the
law of  the land and there is no fear
as well, then it is not a good thing”. 

The government has notified 63

provisions of  the Motor Vehicles
Amendment Act 2019, including the
ones dealing with enhanced penal-
ties for various traffic offences,
from September 1.

The 63 clauses deal with penalties,
licences, registration and National
Transport Policy, among others.
The new law enhances penalty for
unauthorised use of  vehicles with-
out licence to Rs 5,000 from up to Rs
1,000. 

Besides, the penalty for driving
without license will be increased
from up to Rs 500 to Rs 5,000. The
new rules also enhance penalty for
drunken driving to imprisonment
up to 6 months and/or fine up to Rs
10,000 for first offence and impris-
onment up to 2 years and/or fine of
Rs 15,000 for second offence. 

Besides, the new rules enable state
governments to designate any per-
son /agency as the enforcement
agency to detect and impose penalty
on overloaded vehicles. The Motor
Vehicles (Amendment) Bill 2019 was
passed by Parliament in July. 

Gadkari defends heavy
fines for traffic violations

AGENCIES
New Delhi

More than 100 wetlands,
essential for combating
land degradation, have
been identified in India
and will be restored in the
next five years, the Min-
istry of  Environment said
on Thursday. 

Speaking at the 14th ses-
sion of  the Conference of
Parties to United Nations

Convention to Combat De-
sertification (UNCCD)
(COP 14), Manju Pandey,
Joint Secretary, Environ-
ment Ministry, said the
role of  wetlands is very
important in achieving
the sustainable
development goals (SDG).  

“Wetlands are finally be-
ing given due importance.
Their role has now been
realised. Under the gov-
ernment’s scheme of  ‘har

ghar main jal’ (water in
every house), we need to
focus not only on bringing
water to households but
also get to the source and
conserve it.  

“We have identified 100
wetlands across the coun-
try which are under pollu-
tion stress, tourism pres-
sure. We have increased
this number to 130 after
the last meeting and will
keep updating the number.

We are monitoring closely
as we plan to restore them
in next five years in a
timely manner,” Pandey
said.

A wetland is a land area
that is saturated with wa-
ter, either permanently or
seasonally and it takes on
the characteristics of  a
distinct ecosystem. 

Govt to restore over 100 identified wetlands in next 5 yrs

AGENCIES
Guwahati

Two FIRs have been lodged
against Assam Coordinator
of  National Register of  Citi-
zens (NRC), Prateek Hajela,
for “discrepancies” in the fi-
nal updated list, police said
on Thursday. 

A third complaint was filed

by an NGO against three
Bangladesh nationals de-
clared as foreigners, who fig-
ure in the final NRC, and
against the NRC authorities
of  Morigaon district, who
were allegedly responsible
for including their names. 

A lawyer and indigenous
Muslim students organisa-
tion — All Assam Goriya-

Moriya Yuva Chatra
Parishad (AAGMYCP) —
filed separate FIRs against
Hajela in Dibrugarh and
Guwahati, police said. Chan-
dan Mazumdar, whose name
does not figure in the final
NRC list, filed the complaint
against Hajela at Dibrugarh
police station on Wednesday,
police said. Mazumdar al-

leged that he had submitted
all documents, but his name
was not included in the up-
dated NRC due to “ineffi-
ciency and criminal conspir-
acy of  employees”. 

The FIR held Hajela re-
sponsible for “discrepan-
cies”, as he was tasked with
supervising the NRC upda-
tion exercise in Assam. 

FIRs lodged against NRC coordinator Prateek Hajela


