
9WORLDPARIS: The iconic Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, which was badly damaged
in a fire in April 2019, will be rebuilt on schedule, French President Emmanuel
Macron said on Thursday. "The commitment for 2024 will be kept," dpa news

agency quoted the President as saying to the Le Parisien - Aujourd'hui en
France newspaper. Exactly two years ago, on April 15, 2019, the world-
famous landmark in the heart of Paris went up in flames. 
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UKRAINE SEEKS MORE SUPPORT
AGENCIES

KYIV

Ukraine's top diplomat asked Thursday
for stronger Western backing, saying
"words of  support aren't enough" amid
escalating tensions in the country's east
and a Russian troop buildup across the
border.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba, speaking after talks with his
counterparts from Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania, asked the Baltic nations to
reach out to other European Union and
NATO members about offering "practi-
cal assistance" to Kyiv.

More than 14,000 people have died in
seven years of  fighting between Ukrain-
ian forces and Russia-backed sepa-
ratists in eastern Ukraine that erupted
after Russia's 2014 annexation of
Ukraine's Crimean Peninsula. Efforts to
reach a political settlement have stalled
and violations of  a shaky truce  have be-
come increasingly frequent in recent
weeks.

Ukraine and the West also have sound-
ed alarms about the concentration of
troops along Russia's western border, a
buildup that the US and NATO have de-
scribed as the largest since 2014.

Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyyy is heading Friday to Paris to dis-
cuss the tensions with French President
Emmanuel Macron. Russia has argued
that it's free to deploy its forces wherev-
er it deems necessary on its territory. 

The Russian defense minister charged
earlier this week that the buildup was a
response to security threats posed by
NATO forces near Russia's borders.

Russia's Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova on Thursday
dismissed Western concerns about the
Russian troop buildup as a "propaganda

campaign" and urged the West to en-
courage Kyiv to de-escalate tensions in
the east. Kremlin officials have warned
Ukraine against trying to use force to re-
claim control of  the rebel east, saying
that Russia may intervene to protect
Russian civilians in the region.

Amid the recent tensions, the United
States informed Turkey that two US
warships would sail to the Black Sea on
April 14 and April 15 and stay there un-
til for about three weeks.  But Turkish
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu
said Thursday that the US Embassy had
notified Ankara that the two warships
wouldn't be making the crossing.

The US Navy ships have made regular

visits to the Black Sea in past years, vex-
ing Moscow. Earlier this week, a senior
Russian diplomat described the planned
US ships' deployment to the Black Sea as
"openly provocative." The three Baltic
nations said Thursday's visit by their
top diplomats to Kyiv was intended to
show support for Ukraine and send a
warning message to Russia.

"This visit is intended to show that we
stand in solidarity with Ukraine (and)
strongly support this country and its
right to self-defense," said Lithuanian
Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsber-
gis, adding that it was also to "demon-
strate to Russia that further provocative
actions can have consequences."

Pak protests continue over
'blasphemous caricatures',

4 cops killed
AGENCIES

Lahore/Karachi

At least four policemen were
killed during the clashes as
violence erupted across Pak-
istan over demand of  the ex-
pulsion of a French envoy
over the publication of  al-
leged blasphemous carica-
tures of  the Prophet Mo-
hammad, according to me-
dia reports.
The police also used baton-
charge on the demonstra-
tors. Violence erupted
across Pakistan after securi-
ty forces fired bullets and
tear gas shells on protesters
as the country has been fac-
ing civil unrest. The situa-
tion turned volatile after the
arrest of  Tehreek-e-Labbaik
Pakistan (TLP) Chief  Saad
Hussain Rizvi on April 12 in
Lahore. Reports indicate
that over two dozen TLP ac-
tivists have been killed in po-
lice firing during the clash-
es.Interior Minister of  Pak-
istan, Sheikh Rashid on
Wednesday announced that
the government has decided
to ban the Tehreek-i-Lab-
baik Pakistan, whose sup-
porters and workers have
been carrying out violent
protests across the country
for three days after the ar-

rest of  their chief. TLP is a
hardline religious group
with a massive following
across Pakistan.
According to Geo News, the
police on Wednesday arrest-
ed 120 people, belonging to a
religious organisation, for
staging a protest, creating
chaos in the city, and resort-
ing to violence.
According to a police
spokesperson, 30 people
were taken into custody
from the city's South Zone,
60 from the East Zone, while
47 demonstrators were ar-
rested from Karachi's West
Zone.
According to the Pakistani

media, the French
Embassy in Pak-
istan on Thursday
advised all French
nationals and com-
panies to temporar-
ily leave the coun-
try, after violent
anti-France protests
paralysed large
parts of  the country
this week.
TLP has been de-
manding expulsion
of  the French am-
bassador from Pak-
istan over the publi-
cation of  'blasphe-
mous caricatures'

in the Charlie Hebdo maga-
zine and remarks about Is-
lam and terrorism by
French President Em-
manuel Macron.
According to media reports,
the Imran Khan-led Pak-
istan Tehreek-i-Insaf  gov-
ernment signed an agree-
ment with the TLP in No-
vember last agreeing to ex-
pel the French Ambassador.
The TLP launched a massive
protest in November last
year against the cartoons
but dispersed after the
agreement with the govern-
ment to expel the Ambassa-
dor by February. The deal
was extended until April 20.

Lithuanian FM Gabrielius Landsbergis, Latvian Foreign Minister Edgars Rinkevics,
Estonian Foreign Minister Eva-Maria Liimets and Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba pose for a photo prior to their talks in Kyiv on Thursday                                   —AP                                                                

Europe has
surpassed 
1 mn C-19

deaths: WHO
AGENCIES

Geneva

A top official from the
World Health Organisation
says Europe has surpassed
1 million deaths from
COVID-19 and the situation
remains "serious," with
about 1.6 million new cases
reported each week in the
region. Addressing recent
concerns about vaccines, Dr
Hans Kluge also said the
risk of  people suffering
blood clots is far higher for
people with COVID-19 than
people who receive As-
traZeneca's coronavirus
vaccine.

Speaking to reporters dur-
ing a visit to Greece, Kluge
did point to "early signs that
transmission may be slow-
ing across several coun-
tries" and cited "declining
incidence" among the oldest
people.

He said the proportion of
COVID-19 deaths among
people over 80, who have
been prioritized for vac-
cines, had dropped to nearly
30% - the lowest level in the
pandemic.

"For now, the risk of  suf-
fering blood clots is much
higher for someone with
COVID-19 than for someone
who has taken the As-
traZeneca vaccine," he said.

Pak PM, cabinet approve ban on TLP

AGENCIES
Washington

An Indian-American Con-
gressman has introduced a
resolution in the US House
of  Representatives for a sec-
ond consecutive year to ho-
nour Bhimrao Ambedkar,
the architect of  India's Con-
stitution, on his 130th birth
anniversary so that young
leaders around the world
can be inspired by his vi-
sion for equality.

India is celebrating the
130th birth anniversary of
Ambedkar this year. 

"Ambedkar stood for an
India and America where
we respect the dignity of
all," Indian-American Dem-
ocratic Congressman Ro
Khanna said in a tweet after
introducing the legislation
in the US House of  Repre-
sentatives on Wednesday.

"Today, I'm reintroducing
my resolution to honour B
R Ambedkar, in the hopes
that young leaders around
the world will read his work
and be inspired by his vi-
sion for equality," he said.

Introduced by Khanna for
the second consecutive year,
the resolution acknowl-
edges the profound impact
of  America's discriminato-
ry practices, specifically the
systematic discrimination
of  African-Americans and
women in the United States,
as influential in his pursuit
to guarantee equal rights
for every human being in
the Indian Constitution.

Honouring the accom-
plishments of  Ambedkar

and the impact of  his legacy
on the Constitution of  India
and jurisprudence and le-
gal scholarship around the
world; the resolution af-
firms the prohibition of  un-
touchability and caste dis-
crimination in all forms, as
enshrined in the principles
in the Universal Declara-
tion of  Human Rights.

Recognising that equality,
justice and liberty are es-
sential rights for all people,
the resolution says that Dr
Ambedkar's contributions
to economics, political sci-
ence, civil rights, religious
harmony, and jurispru-
dence have had a profound
impact around the world,
promoting democratic val-
ues, unfettered equality, and
justice for peoples of  all
castes, races, genders, reli-
gions, and backgrounds.

The resolution notes that
former US president
Barack Obama invoked
Ambedkar's contribution to
the Indian Constitution and
society in an address before
the Indian parliament in
2010.

AGENCIES / Tokyo

China has asked Japanese
Deputy Prime Minister Taro
Aso to drink treated radioac-
tive water from Fukushima
to prove his claim that it is
safe to drink.

The comments came as
Tokyo said it will release wa-
ter from the Fukushima Dai-
ichi Nuclear Power Plant
into the Pacific Ocean in two
years.

The accumulating water
has been stored in tanks at
the plant since 2011, when a
massive earthquake and
tsunami damaged its reac-
tors and their cooling water
became contaminated and
began leaking.

'A Japanese official said it
is okay if  we drink this water,
so then please drink it,' Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijan said
at a press conference on

Wednesday. During the event,
Zhao described what he saw
as Japan's ignorance of  the
ecological environment as
'totally unjustifiable'.

On Tuesday, Japan an-
nounced plans to release the

water into the sea. The con-
troversial decision came af-
ter more than seven years of
discussion on what to do
with the water. The plant's
storage capacity will be
reached late next year. At a

press conference on Tues-
day, Aso said 'I have heard
that we will have no harm if
we drink' the water.

At the Chinese press con-
ference on Wednesday, Zhao
urged the Japanese govern-
ment 'not to forget the his-
torical tragedy' of  thousands
of  people who became affect-
ed by what is now known as
Minamata disease.

The condition, which para-
lyzes the central nervous
system and produces birth
defects, was caused by mer-
cury-tainted water that was
dumped into the sea by a
Chisso Corp chemical plant
in southwestern Japan
from 1932 to 1968. 'Japan's
Minamata disease happened
not far away and the pain of
the local victims has yet to
be healed,' Zhao said.

Jinbo party members protest against the decision outside the
Japanese embassy in Seoul, South Korea, on Thursday

Drink a glass of treated
Fukushima water: China 

to Japan Deputy PM

Congressional resolution 
introduced to honour
Babasaheb Ambedkar

OTTAWA: A Canadian Parlia-
ment member was caught
stark naked in a virtual meet-
ing of the House of  Com-
mons. William Amos, who
has represented the Quebec
district of  Pontiac since 2015,

appeared on the screens of
his fellow lawmakers com-
pletely naked Wednesday. The
pandemic has meant many
Canadian lawmakers partici-
pate in sessions via video con-
ference instead of  in person.

Canadian lawmaker caught naked
during video conference

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
blacklisted radical Islamist
Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan
(TLP), whose supporters and
workers have been carrying
out violent protests across the
country for three days after
the arrest of  their chief.

Prime Minister Imran Khan
and the federal cabinet ap-
proved a summary on Thurs-
day from the interior min-
istry seeking a ban on the
TLP under the anti-terrorism
law, Geo News reported.

On Wednesday, Interior
Minister of  Pakistan, Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed, announced
that the religiopolitical outfit
would be banned under Rule
11(b) of  the Anti-Terrorism
Act (ATA), 1997.

Rashid said the Punjab
province government had rec-
ommended a ban on the or-
ganisation, for which a sum-
mary was sent to the federal

cabinet.
He said TLP leaders used to

come to all rounds of  talks
with the government after is-
suing instructions to their
workers regarding road clo-
sures.

"They were more prepared
than us but today we have de-
cided that [a] ban on TLP [will
be placed] and this file is go-
ing to the cabinet for the ap-
proval from today," the minis-
ter said.

After the summary was ap-
proved on Thursday, the cabi-
net has started work issuing
the declaration of  the TLP's
ban. The government will
present the declaration of the
ban in the Supreme Court,
said sources.

The Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) will subse-
quently denotify the TLP on
orders of  the apex court. 

Sources told Geo News all

parliamentarians of  the TLP
will be automatically disqual-
ified after the ECP denotifies
the party.

The TLP is protesting
against the arrest of  their
leader Saad Hussain Rizvi,
who was taken into custody
earlier this week, and blas-
phemous caricatures pub-
lished in France. The protests
have turned violent and sev-
eral casualties have also been
reported. 

The demonstrators have de-
manded that the French am-
bassador be sent home and
import of  goods from that
country banned, as reported
by Dawn.

According to media reports,
the Imran Khan-led Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf  government
signed an agreement with the
TLP in November last agree-
ing to expel the French Am-
bassador.

Senior royals to skip uniforms at Prince Philip’s funeral 
AGENCIES / London

Senior royals must wear civil-
ian clothes to Prince Philip's
funeral, defusing potential ten-
sions over who would be al-
lowed to don military uni-
forms.

Queen Elizabeth II's decision
means Prince Harry won't risk
being the only member of  the
royal family not in uniform
during Saturday's funeral for
his grandfather, who died last
week at the age of  99. 

Members of  the royal family
often wear uniforms to public
events by virtue of  their hon-
orary roles with the British
Army, Royal Navy and Royal
Air Force. But Harry lost his
honorary military titles when
he decided to give up frontline
royal duties last year.  As a re-
sult, protocol suggests that
Harry, an army veteran who
served two tours of  duty in

Afghanistan, may only wear a
suit with medals at royal func-
tions, Britain's Press Association
reported.

The decision also sidesteps an-
other potential controversy af-
ter reports that Prince Andrew
considered wearing an admi-

ral's uniform to his father's fu-
neral. Andrew retains his mili-
tary titles even though he was
forced to step away from royal
duties after a disastrous inter-
view with the BBC about his ac-
quaintance with convicted sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein.

Sydney man finds snake in 
lettuce bought at supermarket    
CANBERRA: Alex White
thought he was watching a
huge worm writhing in a
plastic-wrapped lettuce he'd
just brought home from a
Sydney supermarket -- until
a snake tongue flicked.

"I kind of  completely
freaked out when I saw this
little tongue come out of  its
mouth and start flicking
around and realized it was a
snake because worms don't
have tongues," White said on
Thursday.

"I definitely kind of  pan-
icked a bit," he added. 

It was a venomous paled-
headed snake that authori-
ties say made an 870-kilome-
ter (540-mile) journey to Syd-
ney from a Toowoomba pack-
ing plant wrapped in plastic
with a pair of  cos lettuces.

The refrigerated super-
market supply chain likely
lulled the cold-blooded juve-
nile into a stupor until White
bought the lettuces at an in-
ner-city ALDI supermarket
on Monday evening and rode
his bicycle home with salad
and snake in his backpack.

White and his partner
Amelia Neate spotted the

snake moving as soon as the
lettuces were unpacked on to
the kitchen table.

They also noticed the plas-
tic wrapping was torn and
that the snake could escape,
so they quickly stuffed the
reptile with the lettuces into
a plastic food storage con-
tainer. 

White phoned the WIRES
rescue organization and a
snake handler took the
snake away that night.

Before the handler arrived,
White said WIRES had ex-
plained to him: "If  you get
bitten, you've got to go to hos-
pital really quickly." ALDI is
investigating how a snake
could have found its way into
a supermarket.


