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New Delhi

With Reliance Jio continuing
with its free services under
the Jio Dhan Dhana Dhan
offer, the country’s three
biggest telecom operators —
Airtel, Vodafone and Idea —
have launched data-heavy
offers in a bid to retain their
users. The offers by all three
operators seem to be
personalised for individual
users, based on their usage
patterns.

With such data-heavy
offers, Airtel, Vodafone and
Idea aim to keep users from
enrolling for the Jio Prime
service and get free services
for three months. The
launch of these customised
offers is very close to the
last date for signing up for
Jio Prime at Rs 99.

Mukesh Ambani-owned
Reliance Jio had recently
announced the Jio Dhan
Dhana Dhan offer which it
calls its new ‘all unlimited’
plan offering free unlimited
SMS, voice calling and data
with 1GB 4G capping per
day for 84 days on first
recharge.

The company also
announced that it was
finally pulling the plug on its
Summer Surprise offer
following the TRAI advisory.
Jio has introduced two types
of plans under its new offer
— one for Prime members
and the other for non-prime
members.

The announcement has
heated up the price war once
again pushing its rival
companies to launch slew of
new plans and tariffs to woo
subscribers.

A couple of days ago Jio
had complained to TRAI
against rivals Airtel,
Vodafone and Idea Cellular
over what it calls unfair and
deceptive methods being
used by them to retain
customers willing to port
out of their networks.
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Video showing Army...
The National Conference leader said while he under-
stands the outrage generated across the country by the
video in which CRPF personnel were seen being as-
saulted, he was enraged because the video of the youth
tied to the jeep was not generating the same anger.

"I understand the outrage the CRPF video generated.
I'm also outraged that the video of the youth on the jeep
won't generate the same anger," he said. Amid the up-
roar over the videos, Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti
quickly got into action and sought a report from the
state police on the "disturbing" videos of "unacceptable"
incidents which have emerged from the Budgam district
from the day of polling. The Chief Minister expressed
concern over the videos being circulated on social me-
dia and has directed the police to submit a detailed re-
port about the incidents so that necessary action could
be taken, official sources said. Army was quick in or-
dering an inquiry. Defence ministry spokesperson,
Colonel Rajesh Kalia, in a statement said: "The contents
of the video are being verified and investigated."With in-
ternet services restored in Kashmir Valley on Thursday
night after Sunday's deadly violence that led to the death
of eight civilians in firing by security forces, many such
videos emerged on social media sites on Friday. AGENCIES

India to appeal...
I have forcefully asked for consular access on the basis
of international law and on humanitarian grounds as
he is an Indian national." Apart from diplomatic op-
tions, India is also exploring legal remedies permitted
under Pakistan's legal system.

Foreign Secretary Janjua said the trial against Jhadev
was conducted under the Pakistan Army Act 1952 and
Official Secret Act of 1923, according to a statement. She
said that during the period of trial, "due judicial process
was followed and he was provided a lawyer in accor-
dance with relevant laws and the constitution of Pak-
istan". Janjua alleged that the Pakistanis "incarcerated"
in Indian prisons have not been provided consular ac-
cess for years, despite repeated requests and follow-up
by the Pakistan High Commission in New Delhi. PTI
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Omar's failure to check
stone-pelting in 2010 led to
current situation: Mehbooba
Jammu

J&K chief Mehbooba Mufti
on Friday said the "failure" of
the previous Omar Abdullah
government to deal with the
issue of stone-pelting had led
to the unrest last year and
the situation in the Valley at
present.

Her remarks came as a re-
sponse to National Confer-
ence chief Farooq Abdullah,
who had on Thursday said
the Mufti government was
"financing stone-pelting".
"There were no measures
taken with regard to the
youths, who took to the
streets to hurl stones (in
2010). What steps were taken
at that time to check stone-
pelting? No treatment was
done. "It is because of the
failure to take steps to treat
the ailment. It churned lava
(in youths), which exploded
suddenly last year and till
now, we have not been able to
stop this," Mehbooba said.

On Abdullah's charge, she
said: "The NC had in 2010
said the PDP, which was in
the opposition at that time,
was giving money to stone-

pelters. Now, Farooq Abdul-
lah is saying the PDP govern-
ment is paying boys and
youths for throwing stones.
"Some time ago, Farooq sa-
hab himself said they all
(stone-pelters) are national-
ists and now he is saying all
those nationalists are being
paid by the PDP government
to resort to stone-pelting. I
think Farooq sahab is con-
fused." She said her father
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed
worked to find a solution to
the 70-year-old Kashmir is-
sue but no headway was
made in this direction after
his tenure ended.

The CM said her govern-
ment was committed to to
healing "the wounds of Kash-
mir and restoring normalcy
in the Valley. We will work to
bring the state out of the un-
fortunate situation". PTI

DigiDhanwill becomevoiceof poor, curb corruption:Modi
Nagpur

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said the
‘DigiDhan’ movement was
not only about curbing cor-
ruption, but also about giv-
ing a voice to the poor. He
also launched two schemes,
giving a further push to the
Centre’s efforts to create a
less-cash system, on the
126th birth anniversary of
social justice crusader BR
Ambedkar. Modi, who paid
tribute to Ambedkar at
Deekshabhoomi, where the
Dalit icon had embraced
Buddhism, linked the new
schemes with his vision of
social justice and financial
empowerment.

“We have been working to-
wards a digital India for
quite some time. DigiDhan
is one of the initiatives
which will become ‘niji
dhan’ (personal wealth) of

the poor. It will become the
voice of the poor,” he told a
public meeting here. “The
DigiDhan movement is a
safai abhiyan (cleanliness

movement). It is to fight the
menace of corruption,” he
said. The prime minister
launched the BHIM-Aad-
haar Pay app, a biometric-

based payment system
which will make payment
through thumb impression
a reality. He also launched
incentive schemes for the

BHIM — cashback and re-
ferral bonus — with an out-
lay of Rs 495 crore for a pe-
riod of six months.

Seeking to rope in young-
sters to promote cashless
transactions, Modi said for
every person introduced to
the BHIM app, one will get a
cashback of Rs 10. “If you
refer 20 persons a day, you
can earn Rs 200,” he said.
Under the referral bonus
scheme, both the existing
users who refer BHIM and
new users who adopt it
would get a cash bonus
which will be credited di-
rectly to their bank ac-
count. Under the cashback
scheme, the merchants will
get a cashback on every
transaction on BHIM. Both
the schemes will be admin-
istered by the Ministry of
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology and imple-
mented by the National

Payments Corporation of
India.

BHIM-Aadhaar, the mer-
chant interface of the
BHIM app, paves the way
for digital payments
through the Aadhaar plat-
form. This will enable the
citizens to pay digitally us-
ing the biometric data like
thumb imprint on a mer-
chant’s biometric- enabled
device, which could be a
smartphone with a biomet-
ric data reader. Anyone
without access to smart-
phones, internet, debit or
credit cards will be able to
transact digitally through
the BHIM-Aadhaar plat-
form.

“This will make digital
payments easy even for
those who cannot read or
write, thus realising
Ambedkar’s vision of social
and financial empowerment
for all,” Modi said. PTI
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi paying tribute to Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar on his 126th birth
anniversary at Dikshabhoomi in Nagpur of Maharashtra on Friday. Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari,Maharashtra Governor Ch Vidyasagar Rao and CM Devendra Fadnavis are also seen PTI

New Delhi

An employer, not a court,
will decide whether a pro-
bationary employee’s serv-
ices are satisfactory, the
Delhi High Court has said.
Justice Valmiki Mehta
made the observation while
upholding the termination
of services of a teacher by a
private school in the nation-
al capital. “Whether or not a
probationary employee’s
services are satisfactory, it
is for the employer to decide
..., and this court cannot
substitute its view for that
of the employer with re-
spect to satisfactory servic-
es or otherwise of employee
with the employer,” the
court said.

The school had terminat-
ed the services of a teacher

in March 2014 after keeping
him on probation for nearly
three years as his work was
not found to be satisfactory.
The teacher had challenged
the decision in the Delhi
School Tribunal (DST)
which on December 10, 2015
had ruled in his favour by
ordering his reinstatement.
The school had challenged
the DST’s decision in the
high court which set aside
the tribunal’s order, holding
the termination of his serv-
ice as valid.

It said that since the man,
who was appointed on April
4, 2011, did not complete
three years of service in the
school, he would not be en-
titled to be confirmed as an
employee as was ruled by
the Delhi High Court in an-
other matter in 2013. PTI

Only employer will decide if
employee’s work satisfactory: HC

New Delhi

Having reclaimed power
in Uttar Pradesh after 15
years, the BJP will now
turn its focus to the states
where it has been tradi-
tionally weak but which
are critical to determine
its fortune in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls as its national
executive meet begins in
Odisha on Saturday.

Gaining strength in the
eastern states, including
West Bengal, is on the top
of BJP president Amit
Shah’s to-do list now.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, besides Shah him-
self are likely to give a
call for pushing the
party’s expansion in the
new territories. After
arriving in the city, Shah

paid tributes to Dalit icon
Bhim Rao Ambedkar on
his birth anniversary and
later joined his state
party colleagues in cele-
brating the Odia new
year. The BJP organised a
motorcycle rally to wel-
come him.

He was also presented
with a garland of 74 “vic-
tory flowers”, a reference
to the majority mark in
the 147-seat Odisha
assembly. The BJP has
also planned a virtual
road show for Modi when
he arrives here tomorrow.
He is likely to be greeted
at several places on his
road travel from airport
to Raj Bhawan, where he
will stay.

Union minister
Dharmendra Pradhan

called Odisha a “laborato-
ry” of the pro-poor poli-
cies of the Modi govern-
ment as he hit out at the
state government a day
before the executive
begins. Modi will also
felicitate the members of
16 families associated
with an 1817 rebellion in
Odisha against the
British rule.

Continuing with the
BJP’s dalit outreach, the
party has named the
venue of its executive
meet after noted Odia poet
and reformer Bhima Bhoi.
Dalits constitute over 17
per cent of the state’s elec-
torate and have never
been traditional voters of
the saffron party, which is
now wooing them aggres-
sively. PTI

Now, BJP to focus on states
crucial for its fortunes in 2019

New Delhi

The Supreme Court has
asked the Centre to re-think
on the issue whether para-
military forces — CRPF,
BSF, ITBP, CISF and SSB —
can be given monetary ben-
efits like the “organised
services”.

The apex court was hear-
ing a batch of appeals in-
cluding one filed by the Cen-
tre against the Delhi High
Court’s September 2015 ver-
dict asking the government
to consider all paramilitary
forces as “organised servic-
es”. The high court had said
officers of paramilitary
forces should be given the
benefits including non-
functional financial upgra-
dation (NFU), earlier avail-
able to ‘Group A organised
services’, from 2006 in
terms of the 6th Pay Com-
mission.

Under NFU, if all the offi-
cers of a particular batch
cannot move up the ladder
owing to lack of vacancies
but only one does, the oth-
ers will automatically get fi-
nancial upgradation like
the one who has been pro-
moted. Solicitor General
Ranjit Kumar, representing

the Centre, told the apex
court if the paramilitary
forces were declared as or-
ganised group ‘A’ services,
there cannot be any deputa-
tion and no one from IPS
cadre can come on deputa-
tion.

The apex court said it per-
ceives that the paramilitary
forces personnel were
grieved by the non-grant of
‘equal pay for equal work’, a
benefit granted to the or-
ganised services, and if the
conferment of monetary
benefit can assuage their
grievance, the government
might think over it. “In the
ultimate eventuate, we
think it apt to say that if the
conferment of monetary
benefit can assuage the
grievance of the respon-
dents, the Union of India
may rethink over the mat-
ter without disturbing its
sense of discipline as it con-
ceives,” a bench comprising
Justices Dipak Misra and M
M Shantanagoudar said.
“The personnel of BSF,
CRPF, CISF, ITBP, RPF and
SSB are to play their role in
their duties. Though we
have framed the issues that
will be required to be ad-
dressed, yet we would like

the Union of India to take a
decision, as advised, so that
the respondents may feel
that their grievances have
been appositely addressed,”
the court said.

The bench, which granted
12 weeks to the Centre to de-
liberate upon the issue, fur-
ther said, “The respon-
dents, as we perceive, are
grieved by non-grant of
equal pay for equal work,
that is, benefit that has been
granted to the organised
services”. “If that is the
case, we would like the re-
spondents to file their duty
chart in respect of each of
the forces. The petitioners
shall also file the duty chart
and the job allocation so
that a comparison can be
made that can render assis-
tance in the process of adju-
dication,” it said and fixed
the matter for hearing on
August 9.

The apex court has framed
three issues for considera-
tion, including whether the
Home Ministry was alone
responsible for takeing a de-
cision or other departments
can confer the benefit of
equivalence subject to ap-
proval by the Cabinet. PTI

SC asks Centre to mull extending
financial benefits to para forces

New Delhi

The Supreme Court has held
that imposing only a fine in
serious offences, which en-
tail award of jail terms and
fine both, on women con-
victs would lead to "unfair"
and "unjust" consequences.
Observing this, the apex
court set aside the Himachal
Pradesh High Court verdict
imposing only a fine on a
woman, who was convicted
of drugging and taking part
in robbing a man, and said
leniency cannot be shown
beyond what has been al-
lowed in the statutory
scheme.

A bench, comprising Jus-
tices A K Sikri and Ashok
Bhushan, who wrote sepa-
rate but concurring ver-
dicts, said the convict was al-
ready shown leniency by the
trial court on the ground
that she has three minor
kids. The trial court award-
ed her a two-year jail term
and a fine of Rs 6,000. The
High Court raised this fine
to Rs 30,000 and allowed the
woman to walk free.

Justice Sikri said "In the
present case, two mitigating
circumstances which are
pressed into service by the
respondent (accused) are
that she is a woman and she
is having three minor chil-
dren. This has to be balanced
with the nature of crime
which the respondent has
committed. "As can be seen,

these circumstances were
taken into consideration by
the trial court and on that ba-
sis, the trial court took a le-
nient view by awarding im-
prisonment for two years in
respect of each of the of-
fences under Sections 307,
328 and 392 of the IPC, which
were to be run concurrently.
"There was no reason to
show any further mercy by
the High Court. Further, as
found above, removing the
element of imprisonment al-
together was, in any case, er-
roneous in law," the judge
said. Justice Bhushan was
harsher in his observations
and said, "Appellate Court
cannot exercise its power un-
der 386(b)(iii) to alter the sen-
tence of the imprisonment
and fine into a sentence of
only a fine, which shall be
contrary to the statutory
scheme.

The verdict came on an ap-
peal against the High Court
order which modified the
trial court order and im-
posed the fine only on her. It
was alleged that the woman
had helped a man rob anoth-
er of Rs 27,000 by adminis-
tering drinks laced with
sedatives in August 2000 in
Himachal Pradesh. A Cham-
ba trial court had convicted
her and awarded two- year
jail term, besides fine.
Thereafter, she approached
the High Court of Himachal
Pradesh against the trial
court order. PTI

Imposing only fine on
woman convict in serious

case unfair: SC

Kolkata

A day after the selfie
craze inside a running
train led to the deaths of
several youths, the
Eastern Railway authori-
ties on Friday appealed to
passengers to be careful
and issued guidelines.

A railway spokesman
said they have already
launched campaigns in
print, television and
social media to make pas-
sengers aware of the
risks of using phones
while travelling.

In a horrific turn of
events, a youth fell from a
running train between
Bali and Liluah railway
stations while trying to
click a selfie on Thursday
night.

Four of his friends were
hit by another train while
rushing towards the acci-

dent spot.
According to eyewit-

nesses, the four friends
got down at Bali station
and started running
through the railway track
when a speeding train
knocked them down,
killing three on the spot
and severely injuring the
fourth.

"We have launched cam-
paigns in various media
platforms urging people
not to use a phone or lis-
ten to music while cross-
ing the railway tracks
and not to click photo-
graphs while travelling,"
Chief Public Relations
Officer of Eastern
Railways Rabi
Mahapatra said on
Friday.

Stating that photogra-
phy is "strictly prohibit-
ed" inside the railway sta-
tion premises and trains

without prior permis-
sion, he warned passen-
gers of strict action if the
rules are not followed.

"Photography inside the
railway stations and the
carriages is always strict-
ly prohibited as these are
considered restricted
areas.

However, with the emer-
gence of phone cameras
people often indulge in
taking selfies in these
places," Mahapatra
explained.

"We have detained and
fined several passengers
in the past for breaking
the rule.

Our RPF officials are
instructed to monitor the
passengers and catch
anyone clicking photo-
graphs inside the train
compartment. Anyone
breaking the rule would
be penalised," he added.

Selfie deaths prompt railways advisory

VALUEFORMONEY

In this mobile data
war, consumers
are truly the king

RELIANCE JIO
Rs 408 PLAN for 84 days
with 1 GB 4G data per day
Rs 608 PLAN for 84 days
with 2 GB 4G data per day

AIRTEL
Rs 399 PLAN for 70 days
with 1 GB 4G data per day
Rs 345 PLAN for 28 days
with 2 GB 4G data per day

VODAFONE
Rs 352 PLAN for 28 days
with 1 GB 4G data per day

IDEA
Rs 297 PLAN for 70 days
with 1 GB 4G data per day

BSNL
Rs 249 PLAN with data up
to 300 GB per month


