
HDFC Bank officer gets bail in Rs 24 cr cheque cloning case
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Both parties active to stop horse trading
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The Rajya Sabha election to
be held on June 19 has gen-
erated a lot of  political
heat. Both BJP and Con-
gress called their respec-
tive legislators to the state
capital on Wednesday.

The Congress is going to
hold meetings of  its law-
makers at the residence of
former chief  minister Ka-
mal Nath on June 17 and 18. 

State in charge of  the par-
ty Mukul Wasink will also
attend the meetings. He will
visit the state for the first
time after becoming the in
charge of  party’s state unit. 

The BJP, too, has called
their legislators to Bhopal.
The party may hold a meet-
ing of  its legislators on
Wednesday. Party’s state in
charge Vinay Sha-
hashrabuddhe and Union
minister Prakash
Javadekar are also arriving
in the city. BJP legislators
will meet in their presence.

According to the number
of  legislators of  each party
in the House, the BJP
should get two seats and the
Congress one. BSP, SP and
Independent legislators
have yet to open their cards.   

Fifty-two votes are re-
quired to elect an RS mem-
ber. The BJP has 107 mem-
bers in the House. The par-
ty is all set to get two seats. 

On the other hand, the
Congress has 92 members,
and it will need 12 members
more to win two seats.

BSP, SP and Independent
legislators had been with
the Congress government.
Former chief  ministers
Digvijaya Singh and Kamal
Nath are pulling out all the
stops to keep those legisla-
tors with the Congress.

For five votes, the Con-
gress is sparing no effort to
make a dent in the walls of
the BJP and woo its legisla-
tors.

Two BJP legislators
Narayan Tripathi and
Sharad Kol had once sup-
ported the Congress, so the
party is trying to cotton up
to them again. 

The problem with these

legislators is that if they vi-
olate the party whip they
will lose their membership.

The BJP is also trying to
keep its flock together.
Home minister Narottam
Mishra has been asked to
deal with the BSP, SP and
Independent legislators
that they may vote in
favour of  the BJP.

Senior BJP leaders are
also in contact with the par-
ty MLAs so that they may
not vote for the Congress.

Mishra said all the legis-
lators would remain at the
places where they general-
ly stay.  

All of  them will stay in
their residences, Mishra
said, adding that, the BJP
would easily win two seats.
According to general secre-
tary of  the Congress Rajiv
Singh, a two-day meeting of
party legislators will be
held, and that they have
been told to stay the way
they want. Singh said the
party was fully prepared to
fight the RS election. 

Scindia
discharged 

from hospital
BHOPAL: Former MP Jyotira-
ditya Scindia who tested posi-
tive for covid-19 was discharged

from hospital
and returned
to his home on
Tuesday.

Neverthe-
less, his moth-
er also tested
for the disease
is still in the
hospital. RS

election will be held on June 19
and BJP has nominated
Scindia. Chances of his being
present in Bhopal on the elec-
tion day are very thin. Accord-
ing to covid-19 protocol, after
being discharged from hospital,
a patient has to stay in home
quarantine for 14 days. Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan expressed happiness
over Scindia’s speedy recovery.
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State-owned Apex Bank is
on the verge of  collapse be-
cause of  Congress govern-
ment’s farm loan waiver
scheme.

To waive off  loans of
farmers, the previous Con-
gress government dis-
bursed loans of  co-opera-
tive banks through Apex
Bank.

The Congress govern-
ment may have waived off
loans through the bank but
it did not transfer the mon-
ey to financial institution.
The loan waived off  in sec-
ond phase was Rs 792 crore.
The bank is facing problem
because this sum was not

transferred to it. 
The co-operatives depart-

ment has been demanding
money from state finance
department but received
no response.

Apex Bank earned profit
of  Rs 28 crore in 2018-19.
This year’s balance sheet is
being prepared. If  the bank
does not get back money,
the financial institution
will be in trouble.

The bank management is
planning to debit the
amount deposited to farm-
ers’ accounts if  the govern-
ment does not give the
money. The bank may also
take money back from

farmers.
The Apex Bank manage-

ment has refused to say
anything on the matter. The
Congress claims that it has
waived off  loans worth Rs
6,000 crore, which belongs
to nationalised and co-oper-
ative banks. 

The nationalised banks
began loan waiving
process after taking money
from the government. But
the co-operative bank may
incur a huge loss.

In the first phase of  loan
waiver and later, the gov-
ernment gave part of  mon-
ey to co-operative banks
and societies. As the Con-

gress government is no
longer in power, it may be
difficult for bank to get
back money. 

When Congress launched
loan waiving scheme, it
was feared that it would af-
fect co-operatives sector fi-
nancially. 

After the change of  gov-
ernment and after the eco-
nomic slowdown because
of  the corona pandemic,
the finance department
would find it difficult to
pay the amount. 

Agriculture minister Ka-
mal Patel said Congress de-
ceived farmers in the name
of  loan waiver. Patel said
an FIR would be lodged
against former chief  min-
ister Kamal Nath.

Loan waiver puts Apex
Bank on verge of collapse

GOVT NEEDS TO GIVE RS 792 CR TO BANK
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The condition of  Governor
Lalji Tandon is still critical.
Chief  Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, BJP state
president VD Sharma and
organisation general secre-
tary Suhas Bhagat went to
Lucknow on Tuesday to en-
quire after the health of  the
Governor.

Tandon was admitted to a
private hospital in Luc-
know due to fever. He un-
derwent an operation after
there was bleeding in the
liver.

When he developed

breathing trouble he was
put on ventilator. Accord-
ing to doctors, Tandon’s
condition is still critical. 

President Ramnath
Kovind, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and many

other politicians spoke to
Tandon’s family members
to know about his health.
Some employees of  Raj
Bhawan left for Lucknow
after Tandon’s condition
became critical.

Chouhan visits critical Governor
Tandon in Lucknow hospital
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12 jawans of 17th Battalion, one
CRPF•personnel infected with corona
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After policemen, now
jawans of  battalions in bulk
have been infected with
COVID-19 while discharging
their duty in city.

Twelve jawans of  17th Bat-
talion were reported corona
positive on Tuesday. The
Jawans were deployed in
Banganga slums after coron-
avirus took into its grip the
area. With 47 positives cases
reported on Tuesday, the
city patient count on Tues-
day stands at 2423. So far 74
deaths have been reported
in the capital. 

Earlier, the police person-
nel had infected with virus
after they coming in contact
with Jamatis in Mosque.
Similarly, after Banganga
was declared a hotspot, the
jawans were deployed in the
area to ensure compliance of
the physical distancing and
also to provide security to
medicos. The services of
jawans were also taken in
shifting the corona suspects
to quarantine centre. Be-
sides, five cases came from
Kotwali areas. 

One jawan was tested posi-
tive for corona from CRPF
Bangrasia, with this the
number of  personnel con-
tacting the infection has
gone to three. Five halls and
barracks have been vacated

and converted into quaran-
tine centre. Earlier, the two
were admitted to AIIMS, one
after being cured was dis-
charged, another is recuper-
ating.  SDM Rajesh Gupta
said, the jawans were de-
ployed in Banganga slums
while on duty contacted the
infection.  "These jawans of
17th Battalion were housed
in a dharamshala at Aish-
bag and not allowed to visit
their home keeping in mind
the safety of  their families
from the infection." Howev-
er, now they have fallen
sickand hospitalized, in-
formed the SDM, adding
that five of them were ad-
mitted to Pt. Khushilal Shar-
ma Govt. (Autonomous)
Ayurveda College and Insti-
tute, Bhopal. Seven jawans
were admitted to seven have

been admitted to Chirayu
Hospital. 

Besides, the CRPF men,
three more call centre em-
ployees handling 108 ambu-
lance service at C-21 Mall
have been reported positive.
One case was reported from
Bharat Nagar where a man
has been diagnosed with the
infection. Four days ago, his
elder brother had contacted
corona. 

Personnel contacted
infection while 

serving at Banganga,
COVID-19 hotspot

47 fresh cases reported,
patient count stands at

2423, deaths 74 

CRPF jawan, three more
call centre employees at

C-21 test positive 
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Digvijaya Singh to file FIR against CM
BHOPAL: As the police crime branch
has registered a case against former chief
minister Digvijaya Singh, the latter plans
to file FIR against chief  minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan who had tweeted a fake
and edited video of  Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi. It was alleged that Singh
has re-tweeted the edited video of  chief
minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan through
his tweeter account. The crime branch
has registered case in this regard. 

Additional superintendent of police

Nishchal Jharia told Free Press that po-
lice are looking into account details of
Digvijaya Singh and others from tweet-
er, a social media platform company.
“Action will be taken as details arrive,”
he added. On Tuesday, Digvijaya Singh
said he will lodge a complaint at same
police station where his case had been
registered. He said CM Chouhan had
shared the fake edited video of  the then
AICC national president Rahul Gandhi
a year back. 

Siddhi Vinayak awareness prog
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An awareness pro-
gramme was or-
ganised by Sanstha
Siddhi Vinayak,
members followed
social distance and
with posters and
banners gave infor-
mation about
Covid-19 at MG
Road, Civil Line
Square.  Sansthan
convenor Ravi Jain said that vigilance and awareness is
very important in this first phase of  unlock. The most ef-
fective way to deal with corona infection is to apply a
mask, follow social distancing. The organisation had
done public service in the lockdown and now it has con-
tinued in the unlock as well and organised this aware-
ness programme. Sansthan provided food, water and oth-
ers items during the lockdown period with an aim to
help the needy people during this time of  pandemic.


