
Is China bracing...
It is nobody's case that China has a tactical advantage

in mountain warfare or that it has superior infrastruc-
ture. The bloody Galwan faceoff  has established that
conflict is often more about valour and less about supply
lines or logistics. The Indian response is a grim re-
minder to the Chinese that 1962 was an aberration, just
as 2020 may be a jarring loss of  face for Beijing.    

Tehsildar thrashed by...
The family members rushed to his rescue but the as-

sailants escaped. They found Mishra lying in a pool of
blood. He was immediately rushed to CHC Kusmi from
where he was referred to Sidhi district hospital. Howev-
er, owing to his critical condition, he was later referred
to Rewa Medical College. Kumar added that no one saw
the assailants and the weapons used by them. Kumar
said that the condition of  the officer was stable. They
would know about assailants after the officer gives the
statement. A few suspects have been detained by the po-
lice. The police are investigating the case on many an-
gles. It could be a case of  rivalry or of  some issue relat-
ed to official work or family problem.

73 yrs after...
People are enthusiastic about the installation of  water

connection. According to Munni Bai, she is getting wa-
ter from Son river, which she worships. Even the
sources through which the water reaches home are
revered by her, she said. Munni Bai said she used to get
water from a hand pump and a well in the village. When
the level of  the hand pump and that of  the well declines
in summers, getting one drop of  water is difficult, she
said.According to Munni Bai, she had to fetch water
from a well that is nearly two km away from her house.
The residents in the village are happy, because func-
tional household tap connection (FHTC) has been in-
stalled, she said. Public health engineering department
principal secretary Malay Shrivastava said state
achieved target of installing FHTC of two quarters a
month before.Installation of  water connection has also
helped people maintain social-distancing norms during
corona pandemic.It is because of  FHTC that crowd at
water sources has reduced and water connection has
been installed in each house in the state, Shrivastava
said.

Continued from page 1

Printed and Published by PRAVIN NAGAR, for the Proprietors, Compac Printers Pvt. Ltd. at Free Press House, 3/54, Press Complex, Agra-Mumbai Road, Indore-452 008. � Editor : Arshit Gautam Phones:- 2555111-2, FAX: 2558555. Email: editor.indore@fpj.co.in, Offices: Bhopal Bureau: F-134/2 Professor’s Colony, 
Opp. Ravindra Bhawan, Bhopal, Phone : 0755-2660570/71/ 79 Fax: 0755-4271345 E-Mail news.freepress@gmail.com Ujjain:- 2550385. Ratlam:- 234567.  Dewas:- 221373. Mumbai, Ph:- 22874566. FAX: 22874688. New Delhi, Ph:- 23718853. Calcutta Ph:- 22875645. Chennai - Ph:- 28217766. RNI No. 38281/83

8 NATION Nearly 1,000 kg of gutka seized from a house 
CHENNAI: Nearly 1000 kg of gutka, a banned tobacco product, was seized here on Wednesday,
police said. Following a tip-off, a police team raided a house and found 970 kg of gutka stored
there, the police said. A search is on for a person in this connection, they said. The city police has
intensified its crackdown on illegal sale of drugs and recording a number of seizures, including
16.5 kg ganja from a house recently, leading to the arrest of four people.
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AGENCIES
Kolkata

West Bengal Chief  Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
that depriving states of
GST compensation is an
“attempt to undermine
federalism” and urged him
not to belie the trust be-
tween the states and the
Centre on the issue.

Attorney General K K
Venugopal’s opinion that it
is not the responsibility of
the Centre to compensate
the states for Goods and
Services Tax (GST) short-
fall during a pandemic
“appears to be an act of
subterfuge”, Banerjee said
in the letter.

In the 41st meeting of
GST Council on August 27,
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
that the Covid-19 pandem-
ic is an “act of  God” which

has hit GST collection and
ruled out paying compen-
sation to states from its
coffers.

“On behalf of Bengal
and other states, I sincere-
ly urge you not to belie the
trust between the States
and the Centre on matters
of  GST which has been
hailed globally as the
finest example of  coopera-
tive federalism,” Banerjee
said.

Banerjee asked Modi not
to allow “an insufferable
blow to the federalist poli-
ty of  the nation” by de-
priving the states of  the
GST compensation.

“I am deeply anguished
by the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) imbroglio
which tantamounts to a be-
trayal of  the trust and
moral responsibility of  the
Government of  India to-
wards the states, violating
the very premise of  feder-
alism.

Depriving states of GST compensation attempt
to undermine federalism: Mamata to PM

AGENCIES
New Delhi

Supreme Court Bar Associa-
tion (SCBA) president
Dushyant Dave has written to
Chief  Justice S.A. Bobde ex-
pressing disappointment for
not being asked to speak at
the farewell of  Justice Arun
Mishra.

Dave in the letter said: “I
must confess, the Supreme
Court has come to such levels
where the judges are afraid of
the Bar. Please do remember,
Judges come and go but we
the Bar remain constant. We
are the real strength of  this
great Institution because we
are permanent.” Dave com-
plained there was a “game
plan” for not letting him
speak, as a result he was dis-
connected several times dur-
ing the virtual farewell of
Justice Mishra.

Dave said after the court’s
proceedings, the Attorney
General was requested to
speak and he heard him fully
including his disappoint-
ment on the punishment for
Prashant Bhushan. “When
he ended, I thought that I will
be requested to speak, in-
stead Jadhav (president
Supreme Court Advocate on
Record Association) was re-
quested knowing full well I
was present. For some un-
known reasons, I was being
disconnected again and
again but I persisted and re-
joined each time”, said the
letter.

Dave said after the Chief
Justice spoke, which he saw
and heard, Justice Mishra
was invited to speak. “At that

stage realising the game
plan, I exited in the larger in-
terests of  the dignity of  the
Bar and myself ”, added Dave.

The senior lawyer in the let-
ter said: “The entire episode
leaves much to be desired on
the part of  this great Institu-
tion. The whole attempt was
to prevent me from address-
ing on behalf  of  the SCBA
and its EC, after having invit-
ed and invitation having been
accepted. This was clearly an
affront to the Bar and to me
personally.”

Dave said he is deeply sad-
dened by these events and he
will never again participate
in any function being organ-
ised by the Supreme Court
till his term is over in De-
cember. “As President of  the
Supreme Court Bar Associa-
tion, I wish to place on record
my strong disappointment
and condemnation at what
happened earlier today in the
Supreme Court of  India dur-
ing the farewell to Justice
Arun Mishra”, said Dave.

In the letter, Dave also
wrote a message for Justice
Mishra. “I wish you Justice
Mishra happiness and bliss
in the remainder of  your long
life which by all accounts will
be as fruitful and rewarding
as it has been. May I pray to
Lord Mahabaleshwar to bless
you with strength to intro-
spect and stir up your con-
science”, he said.

Dave to CJI: A ‘game plan’ for not letting him speak
Justice Mishra farewell 

AGENCIES
New Delhi

Congress leader and for-
mer Union Finance Minis-
ter P Chidambaram on
Wednesday slammed the
Central government for
not revealing the names of
the donors of  PM CARES
FUND and questioned
“Why are the trustees
afraid” to do so.

“The auditors of  PM
CARES FUND have con-
firmed that the Fund re-
ceived Rs 3,076 crore in just
5 days between March 26
and 31, 2020,” he said in a
tweet.

“But the names of  these
generous donors will not
be revealed. Why? Every
other NGO or Trust is
obliged to reveal the names
of  donors contributing
more than a threshold
amount. Why is the PM

CARES FUND exempt
from this obligation? The
donee is known. The
trustees of  the donee are
known. Why are the
trustees afraid to reveal
the names of  the donors?,”
the Congress leader said in
another tweet.

Prime Minister is the ex-
officio Chairman of  the
PM CARES Fund and Min-
ister of  Defence, Minister
of  Home Affairs and Min-
ister of  Finance, Govern-
ment of  India are ex-officio
Trustees of the Fund.

PM-CARES GOT 3,076 CRORE IN FIVE DAYS

Why are trustees afraid to
reveal names of donors: PC AGENCIES

New Delh

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has arrested alleged
“hawala” dealer Naresh Jain
in a money-laundering probe
linked to “hawala” transac-
tions worth about Rs 20,000
crore, officials said on
Wednesday.

They said Jain has been ar-
rested under sections of  the
Prevention of  Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) and will
be produced before a court
here.

A maze of  multiple shell or
dubious firms and at least 600
bank accounts are under the
scanner of  the agency in the
case, touted to be one of  the
biggest hawala and trade-
based money-laundering cas-

es of  the
country.

The offi-
cials said
Jain and
his associ-
ates are be-
ing probed
for
“hawala”
or illegal
financial
transac-

tions, including overseas
ones, worth about Rs 20,000
crore that have been carried
out over the last few years.

The agency has also found
out about the regular modus
operandi of  “generations of
fake invoices for bogus import
and exports” of  the accused in
the case, with Jain allegedly
being the key player.

ED arrests alleged ‘hawala’
dealer Naresh Jain 

AGENCIES
New Delhi

An ITBP expedition team has
scaled an over-22,000-foot tall
mountain peak in Himachal
Pradesh, the first such mission
undertaken during the COVID-
19 pandemic, officials said on
Wednesday.

The 16-member team of the
mountain warfare-trained bor-
der-guarding force climbed the
Leo Pargil peak on August 31
and September 1 in two batch-
es, an ITBP spokesperson said.

The 22,222-foot tall peak is lo-
cated in the remote Lahaul and
Spiti district of  Himachal
Pradesh, close to the Tibet bor-
der.

“Leo Pargil in the Himalayan
ranges is considered one of  the
most tough and technical
peaks in India to climb.

“Mountaineers face prob-
lems of  low oxygen, extreme

cold and high-altitude sick-
ness during this expedition,”
the ITBP spokesperson said.

The team, drawn from the
ITBP sector headquarters in
Shimla, was led by Deputy
Commandant Kuldeep Singh
and also had Head Constable
Pradeep Negi, who climbed
the peak for the second time.

It was flagged off  from Shim-
la on August 20 with the expe-
dition being code-named “Yod-
ha” or fighter.

ITBP team scales Himalayan peak
in first expedition during Covid-19 

AGENCIS
New Delhi

Delhi Chief  Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal on Wednesday met the fam-
ily of  late Rajesh Kumar Bhard-
waj, a pharmacist who was posted
with the Delhi government and
subsequently died due to COVID-
19, to offer them a cheque of  Rs 1
crore as financial assistance.

Kejriwal met Bhardwaj’s family
and assured them of  full support
in the future as well. Expressing

condolences on his demise, Kejri-
wal also said that he is proud of  all
corona warriors like Bhardwaj
who laid down their lives while
serving the people of Delhi. He
tweeted, “Our Corona Warrior
Shri Rajesh Bhardwaj Ji, who was
posted as a pharmacist in Delhi
Government, had recently passed
away due to coronavirus. I met his
family today and offered them an
assistance of  Rs 1 crore. I hope
that the family will get some help
with this amount.”

Kejriwal offers Rs 1 cr to late
corona warrior’s family

AGENCIES
Kolkata

Former president Pranab
Mukherjee’s involvement in
Durga Puja in his ancestral vil-
lage is well known and a puja
committee in the city will play
the recital of  the shlokas in his
voice at their puja pandal this
year.

Mukherjee had memorised
the entire 700 shlokas on the
slaying of  the demon Mahisas-
ura by the goddess and would
chant them while offering puja
at his ancestral home at Miriti
in Birbhum district every year
for the past 50 years, priests

Pranab’s Chandipath recordings
to be played in Durga Puja 

who used to assist him said.
Organisers of  Aurobindo Setu

Sarbojanin Durgapuja Commit-
tee in the city said they decided
to play recordings of  ‘Chandi-
path’ by the Bharat Ratna recip-
ient during the four Puja days at
the pandal. tHe decision was tak-
en after his death on Monday.

NEW DELHI: Amid ever-in-
creasing cases of  coronavirus in
the country and the economy go-
ing through an unprecedented re-
cession, the Centre has come up
with an interesting directive as it
has told all ministries and depart-
ments to halt the printing of  cal-
endars, diaries, schedulers and
other printed materials and asked
them to publish them online in
digital format.
An official statement said on
Wednesday that all public sector
units and state-run banks also

have been directed to go digital in
terms of  these regularly printed
materials. The Finance Ministry
cited global best practices and the
adoption of  digital technologies to
increase productivity to back the
move.
“Given the prevailing circum-
stances in which the world is in-
creasingly moving towards adopt-
ing digital force-multipliers for
productivity, the Government of
India has decided to follow this
best practice,” it said in a state-
ment.

Stop printing calendars, diaries,
go digital: Govt depts told

AGENCIES
Thiruvananthapuram

Gone are the days when comrades in
Kerala were the biggest critics of
computers which were seen in the
past as the demons which will take
over jobs. Today the scene is just the
opposite and a top leader has asked
the party cadres to get active on
Facebook to counter cyber attacks
against the CPI-M.

The call to the comrades has come
from the former Private Secretary to
Chief  Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and
present Kannur district CPI-M Sec-
retary M.V. Jayarajan, who is also a
former legislator.

Jayarajan’s recorded audio mes-
sage to the comrades came after a 28-
year-old unemployed man in the cap-
ital city committed suicide on Sun-
day following depression. The man
had scored the 77th rank in the Ker-
ala Public Service Commission
(KPSC) exam and was waiting for his
offer letter. But the offer letter never
arrived which was the major reason
for his depression, prompting him to
take the extreme step.

This led to widespread anger, espe-

cially among the youth wings of  sev-
eral political parties, which alleged
that the Pinarayi Vijayan govern-
ment was more interested in getting
jobs for their cadres through the
back door by appointing them on a
contract basis.

“From every local committee of
ours at least 300 to 400 comrades
should see that they share the com-
ments on Facebook, which will be
given by the party in capsule form.
The same person writing several
messages will have little impact, but
when different people comment on
the same issue, it will be very good,
as in the present situation, where a
youth committed suicide, lot of
planned comments on this will come,
so we also have to plan and put our
comments,” was the audio message
of  the close aide of  Vijayan.

Comrades in Kerala asked to get
active on FB to counter cyber attacks


