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MERCHANT SINFONIA 

Chair’s Report 2016 
 
At the end of my first year as Chair, I am pleased to reflect on another successful, 
happy and inspiring year for the Merchant Sinfonia. As an orchestra, we are going 
from strength to strength under our fabulous and faithful Musical Director, Louise 
Martin, and I can’t thank her enough for her enthusiasm, energy and only 
occasionally misplaced belief that we CAN in fact play whatever she puts in front of 
us. Whatever the Merchant Sinfonia means to each of us as individuals, Louise is at 
the heart of it.  
 
We gave two public concerts in the 2015-16 season, on the 29th of November and 
the 4th of June. Both concerts were well attended and once again I must extend 
sincere thanks, on behalf of the Merchant Sinfonia, to Glasgow Life, whose support-
in-kind makes our continued existence possible. In particular, I am grateful to the in-
house staff at City Halls who manage the practical arrangements for us on concert 
nights. 
 
Financially we remain healthy and subscriptions have not had to change. I am very 
grateful to Anne Richards, our Treasurer, who puts a great deal of work into keeping 
us on the financial straight and narrow. 
 
Interest in the orchestra and applications for membership continue to increase. I am 
always so pleased to see new faces at the start of each session, and I hope we will 
always retain our welcoming, inclusive and friendly ethos. For the 2016 winter 
session (currently ongoing), playing applications exceeded places available by three, 
and the Committee was for the first time required to ballot for places. As it happens, 
all three balloted out players were eventually offered a place because of non-uptake 
by other players, and the orchestra is currently at full capacity with 15 names on a 
waiting list. Although we remain committed to open access, no audition process, and 
no selection on basis of experience or ability, the committee has, in the interests of 
continuity and orchestral balance, decided to limit the places per session offered to 
new players to 15. This does not change in any way the orchestra’s underpinning 
principle of new players being prioritised for places and our ethos of being open to 
all, and we will continue to offer application opportunities twice a year. 
 
We continue to benefit from professional tuition and regular sectionals. In the 2015-
16 session, the Committee introduced family sectionals for the strings, brass, 
woodwind and percussion sections. Feedback was overwhelmingly positive and as a 
result the family sectionals will be run once per session, at least for the time being. I 
am very grateful to the professional musicians involved in keeping the Merchant 
Sinfonia’s emphasis on education and development on track. 
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Another new development this past year has been the expansion of our social scene 
with two very well attended curry nights, and I am really grateful to you all for 
supporting them. I think it’s been a great opportunity to get together, perhaps to talk 
to folk we don’t normally see on Tuesday nights, and to cement our sense of 
community. We’ll be doing it again in December-watch this space! 
 
I am looking forward very much to another joyful year playing with you all and I would 
like to thank every one of you for making the Merchant Sinfonia the success that it is. 
I am also very grateful to be working with the team on the committee currently 
running our orchestra. We’re a bit like the Elves and the Shoemaker, really. We’re all 
the shoemakers, who wake up in the morning to find all the shoes cut, stitched and 
ready for sale, and the committee members are the unseen elves, working away 
behind the scenes sorting out our music, updating lists, organising publicity and 
concert materials, maintaining the website, keeping the accounts, agreeing concert 
arrangements and organising tutorials. (As far as I’m aware, that’s as far as the 
analogy goes and none of them actually makes shoes). Particular thanks go to Gill 
Lever who is standing down this year, to Elldon Byrne for his peerless stage 
management and to Gib Fitzgibbon for being our external auditor/election manager.   
 
I think we should all be justifiably proud of what we achieve at the Merchants, and at 
the end of the day it’s all about the pleasure, the excitement, the sense of 
achievement in making music together. Here’s to the future of the Merchant Sinfonia-
long may we scrape, shake, toot, parp, bang, blow, plink and plunk together.  
 
Allison Grant 
Chair 
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