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Minutes of the first AGM of Merchant Sinfonia held in Studio 1 at City 

Halls on Tuesday 28 October 2014 at 19:00hrs 

------------------------------------------- 
 

 

Chair: Tony Strachan 

Present: Some 60 members 

 

 

The Chair welcomed members and opened the meeting for which due notice had been given. 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were noted from Jane Fraser, Allison Grant, Bill Gray and Joanna 

Gardner. 

2. To receive a report from the Chair of Merchant Sinfonia on the year’s activities; 

The Chair’s written report having been circulated, he emphasised that Merchant Sinfonia had 

come a long way in a short space of time and had a robust Constitution and financial reserves.  

He was proud that the orchestra had remained true to its goal of open access and being a 

supportive environment for players of all abilities.  Thanks were due to Glasgow Music, for 

their continuing support.  The Chair also thanked Music Director Louise Martin and Stage 

Manager Elldon Byrne for their help, enthusiasm and support.  This was met with general 

acclaim.  Thanks were also due to the Committee and to Gib Fitzgibbon, both for his work in 

drawing up the Constitution and acting as auditor. 

3. To receive a report from the Musical Director; 

Louise Martin gave a brief summary from the musical perspective, saying that she was 

delighted to be incorporating many of the suggestions that had come via the website for 

pieces to be programmed and that she was aiming for a mix of accessible pieces for all levels, 

combined with a few more challenging items. 

4. To receive the examined accounts and budget for Merchant Sinfonia and the 

Treasurer’s report thereon; 

The audited accounts and budget having been circulated, the Cahir drew attention to the 

achieved level of reserves, explaining that these were largely in anticipation of the need to 

pay for the hire of the Hall for one concert in every four, together with plans to increase 

tutorials and supplement some sections at Concerts were additional support was needed. The 
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accounts and budget were proposed by Gillian Lever and seconded by Pamela Adamson and 

carried unanimously. 

5. To elect three members to the Committee for the forthcoming period; 

The Chair explained that three committee places were up for election to begin the rotation 

from the initial committee members in an orderly way.  Jenny Kenny had decided not to 

continue on the Committee and the Chair thanked her for her support and hard work 

especially in coordinating membership issues.  The other two retiring committee members, 

Joe Broussard (Nominated by the Chair and seconded by Alan Cooper) and Gillian Batters 

(nominated by Alan Cooper and seconded by Sarah Strachan) had agreed to stand again and a 

further nomination had been received from Kirsten Hunter (nominated by the Chair and 

seconded by Harriet Fishley).  There being three candidates for three places, these members 

were elected unanimously. 

6. To elect an Honorary Independent Financial Examiner for the  financial year; 

Gib Fitzgibbon had indicated his willingness to stand for a further year as Independent 

Financial Examiner.  He was reappointed unopposed and unanimously and the Chair, 

supported by the Treasurer, thanked him for his work 

7. To conduct any other business with the consent of the Chair 

There being no other competent business, the Chair declared the meeting closed, prior to 

opening the Extraordinary General Meeting. 

 

 

 

Tony Strachan 

Chair, Merchant Sinfonia 
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