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 At this AGM we come to the end of the second full year of the revitalised and 
independent Merchant Sinfonia having achieved four successful and well 
attended concerts, full, or very nearly full orchestral membership numbers 
each season, a steady flow of newcomers joining us and a healthy financial 
position. Above all, I believe we have had fun playing music together! 

 We remain committed to our goal of being an open-access community 
orchestra, without auditions and which welcomes amateur players from a 
wide range of experiences, as well as those seeking a way into orchestral 
playing for the first time.  I hope we are welcoming, inclusive and inspiring; 

 Our Constitution has been tweaked at previous EGMs in the light of 
experience and stands us in good stead – no further changes are envisaged; 

 The Orchestra’s achievements are thanks to the dedication of a number of 
people and organisations.  Collective thanks go to: 

o Glasgow Life, whose support with in-kind help is of fundamental 
assistance for us – it is wonderful to have use of this rehearsal space 
and to be able to perform in the Grand Hall; 

o Louise Martin our talented and inspiring Music Director has the 
patience and ability to encourage and stretch the experienced, yet 
nurture and support the less confident – special thanks to her; 

o Elldon Byrne, combines his expertise as a professional stage manager 
with his love of hitting things in the percussion section (drums, not 
players that is!).  His support and contacts within City Halls make the 
organisation of rehearsals and concerts so much easier; 

o The Committee, who continue to beaver away behind the scenes to 
ensure we keep going – I am grateful to every one of them for their 
general support and for their specific roles.   Thanks especially to David 
Rycroft whose participation on the Committee and whose designs for 
the flyers for our concerts has been much appreciated and who steps 
down this year ; 

o To Gib Fitzgibbon, who remains our Auditor and Election scrutineer; 
o Finally, to all of you, for your support, enthusiasm and encouragement. 

 When I took office, I said that I would only serve for two years and that time is 
up.  It is right that a Community Orchestra should see a regular rotation of 
roles to ensure full participation and engagement.  You will have the chance to 
elect my successor shortly, but it has been my privilege to act as the first Chair 
of Merchant Sinfonia and I look forward to being part of its continued success. 

 
 
 
Tony Strachan 
Chair 
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