
Merchant Sinfonia feedback – Spring Term 2014 

 

Web link to summary:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-63F2MW98/ 

 

37 responses  (as of 18 June 2014, updated 15 September 2014)... 

 

Q1: Did you enjoy the recent Merchant Sinfonia season? 

 

No, not at all  0.00%  0 

Not always  0.00%  0 

Usually  0.00%  0 

Mostly yes  13.51% 5 

Absolutely yes!! 86.49% 32 

 

As always, Louise was magnificent. Her choice of pieces, enthusiasm, preparation, 

time management are amazing. We orchestra members are very fortunate indeed! 

 

Still can't believe I'm playing great music in a real orchestra. 

 

Great music. Friendly bunch! 

 

Great to be amongst such talent 

 

as usual, I found I played more notes each time, right up to the concert! 

 

Q2: Did you have any problems downloading and printing the music? 

 

No problem   94.59% 35 

Some problems  5.41%  2 

Unable to download/print 0.00%  0 

 

size was sometimes a problem 

 

Music didn't fit page; eventually realised I'd to click the "90%" option! 

 

Q3: The selection of music for this season was... 
 

Great!   81.08% 30 

Not to my taste 2.70%  1 

Challenging  37.84% 14 

Too hard  0.00%  0 

Too easy  0.00%  0 

 

This was definitely one of our best music selections 

 

Some challenging made up for by other bits just about doable! 

 

Good mix of challenging and more straightforward. 

 

Good mix from manageable to challenging 

 

Good balance of challenging and easier pieces. 

 

Standard about right, some more challenging, some easier. Good to be able 

to concentrate on performance and detail rather than fighting with notes 



 

Good balance of level of difficulty 

 

A good mixture 

 

good mix of music and difficulty 

 

Q4: Were the tutorials useful? 
 

Extremely helpful  54.29% 19 

Very helpful   28.57% 10 

Quite helpful   17.14% 6 

Not very helpful  0.00%  0 

Unhelpful   0.00%  0 

 

I like the others in the 1st and 2nd violins enjoyed the tutorial given by Alice. It was 

very instructive with emphasis placed on bowing technique, timing and learning how 

to play as one co-ordinated body of musicians. 

 

My lack of ability is the problem-not the tutor 

 

One per session is enough. Prefer to be in with full orchestra 

 

Very useful for us to specify whom we would prefer 

 

The more tutorials the better 

 

Would be nice to vary the tutors, rather than always have the same one-actually this 

did happen in 2nd flute sectional. Useful to get different approaches and tips. 

 

Missed the tutorial which was very late in the session. By that time all pieces 

learned, 

 

Didn't manage to be there for tutorial 

 

Q5: Concert scheduling Which do you prefer?... 
 

Afternoon  48.65% 18 

Evening  16.22% 6 

No preference  35.14% 13 

 

Seemed to bring more children. 

 

It seems more like an event in the evening as opposed to an afternoon performance. 

 

Afternoon midweek would be unsiutable. Sunday afternoon was just right. 

 

Afternoon if it's the weekend, evening o/w 

 

Generally easier for families and friends to attend 

 

Evening concerts possibly result in more 'bums on seats'? 

 

Easier to sell tickets and we got good numbers on the day. 

 



the length of this year's concert was better - a bit too short previously 

 

better for younger children to be able to attend 

 

Q.6: The overall cost (annual membership plus playing fee) is... 
 

Too high  2.70%  1 

Quite expensive 8.11%  3 

Good value  86.49% 32 

Quite cheap  2.70%  1 

Too cheap  0.00%  0 

 

Q7: Are you getting enough information about and involvement in what is happening? 
 

Too much  0.00%  0 

About right  94.59% 35 

Not enough  5.41%  2 

 

Difficult to remember to consult website; an e-mail reminder would be useful 

 

More posts on Facebook would be useful 

 

Might be useful to know when committee is meeting in case there is anything in 

particular to mention. Possibly consider section reps to collate info? 

 

Q8: Will you apply for the next Season? 
 

Yes  100.00% 36 

No  0.00%  0 

Maybe  0.00%  0 

 

Q9: What section do you play in? 
 

Strings  56.76% 21 

Woodwind 27.03% 10 

Brass  10.81% 4 

Percussion 5.41%  2 

 

Q10: Do you have any other general comments or suggestions? 

 

I think the first year as a 'stand-alone' orchestra seems to have gone pretty well thus 

far... thanks to the Committee for their hard work! 

 

Thanks once more to all the committee for all the work put in. It is much appreciated 

 

Just a big thanks to all who are making a success of the new venture. 

 

Its great fun being part of Merchant Sinfonia 

 

thanks to all for another happy and productive session! 

 

In my opinion, the full orchestra has too little rehearsal time, since most weeks, one 

or more sections have a tutorial. Would it be possible to have longer rehearsals - say, 

an extra half hour? I think that his would be much better than the present 

arrangement. Also, could we have sectionals for larger groups - e.g. one woodwind 



group, one brass group, one upper strings, one lower strings and one percussion 

group? 

 

The committee has to be congratulated for the smooth and efficient way the 

Merchant Sinfonia has been run since the departure of the BBC SSO. and look 

forward to its continuing success in the years ahead. 

 

Please can you improve the quality of the music stands that we use? I had to use my 

own stand on one occasion because the remaining stands had been totally ruined. 

Usually I spent a lot of time searching for a usable stand or putting together a stand 

from bits and pieces of other stands. We pay a large subscription and this should 

include the use of a stand from a supply only for use by the Merchant Sinfonia. 

 

Brilliant. Everyone very supportive. It is a real treat to be involved. My daughter and 

friends (age 17) really enjoyed the concert 

 

There is still a major problem with sections being over/under subscribed - where are 

all the brass players in Glasgow??!! I realise I'm not being helpful, can't think of a 

solution. Maybe a comment on the website? 

 

I think this session has been one of the best yet. It felt like another month or so 

would have been handy just before the concert but I thought it all came together 

brilliantly on the day. Many thanks to Louise and the committee for doing all of the 

hard work! 

 

Well done and thanks to Committee and Louise for all hard work. 

 

Fantastic experience. Friends and family that came to the concert thought we were 

sounding great. 

 

The move away from BBC SSO is most apparent where a section chooses NOT to 

source their tutor from BBC SSO. "Someone's teacher" is fine and well; however, 

professional players have considerable performance experience which they can share 

to our advantage. 

 

committee has done a great job this year. hope we continue in the same vein. 

 

Really enjoyed this term, thank you to the hard work of all the committee. 

 

If possible could the proposed programme for next season to put to a ballot.Say 

chose 4 pieces from 8 or vote for a prescribed set judged by the committee to 

provide a balanced programme. 

 

Playing in the Merchant Sinfonia has brought me joy. I just love it and I have met 

such lovely friendly people 

 

Another great season. The ensembles in concert were too long-maybe limit to one 

piece of no more than 5 minutes including set up/clear away time, is about 3 minutes 

playing. The new orchestra is going from strength to strength. Congratulations and 

thanks to the committee and Louise for all their hard work. MS is amazing! What a 

privilege and opportunity to be part of it. 

 

Committee have done a great job 

 

Keep up the good work! 


