
Inside Brussels 
The view from Brussels under the old 

Commission was simple. Everyone 

signed up to the rules, they have been 

operating for a long time and only now 

has this become an issue for one 

country. We’ll have to wait and see 

what might happen under the new 

Commission. There may be 

willingness in Brussels to consider the 

abuse of the benefits system but 

freedom of movement of workers is 

inviolate. 

The insight from inside Europe 
 

What level of support would there be in your country for David Cameron’s potential quest to limit free movement of labour, and what are Cameron’s prospects for success? 

Inside Ireland 
There has been little discussion or 

comment on this in Ireland, but 

Enda Kenny (Taoiseach) is part of 

the wider EPP family and has 

criticised the UK stance on a range 

of areas, where that stance is at 

odds with EPP ideology. It is 

unlikely that his view regarding 

changing EU labour law would be 

any different. 

Inside France 
The debate on free movement of labour inside the EU 

has been active for years in France, focusing on 

Romani people. For instance, former President 

Nicolas Sarkozy is proposing to restrict freedom of 

movement inside the Schengen area and calls to 

renegotiate the treaty. The main concerns in France 

are legal EU migrants competing with the local labour 

force, legal migrants benefiting from French welfare, 

and crime associated with migrants from Eastern 

Europe (mainly focused on Romani people). France 

also shares the burden of massive illegal immigration 

to the UK, with illegal migrant camps in Calais,. 

France could be supportive of the Cameron move, on 

the condition that it is not perceived as an attempt to 

leave continental Europe on its own to deal with these 

touchy and potentially expensive issues. 

Inside Italy 
The Italian government would not support such a 

position - despite Renzi recently agreeing with 

Cameron on ‘eurobureaucracy’. The EU is based on 

the free movement of goods, services and people and 

Italy is still extremely a pro-EU country.  There would 

also be little support from the general public, given the 

high number of young people going to the UK, looking 

for opportunities.  

 As President of the Commission, Jose Manuel 

Barroso has said: “a cap on migrants would be 

incompatible with EU law”. At this point in time, 

Cameron has little prospect for success. Although the 

UK has an opt-out from the Schengen Area 

agreement, it would be counter-productive for the UK 

to do so. Many would think that the real purpose is to 

stop UKIP from advancing in the opinion polls in the 

UK. And, given the role played by the 5 Stars 

Movement in Italy, Renzi's Government would never 

support this hardball approach. 

Inside Finland 
Finland wants the UK to remain inside the EU. 

At the same time, Finland is against any 

exemptions to free movement of people. If 

however, the UK membership is directly 

dependent on such arrangements, it is possible 

that Finland will give in. The problem the 

government in Finland would face is that while 

people would mostly take a neutral view to the 

matter, there is a very vocal and important 

minority which would use it in its favour. 

Particularly, if it looks like the UK is going to be 

successful, then the anti-EU groups will start 

requesting similar arrangements in Finland. 

Note that it is possible that the next Government 

from March 2015 includes anti-EU True Finns 

and the EU-agnostic Centre Party. 

Inside Germany 
There is a broad consensus both within the German 

society and within the major political parties that the free 

movement of labour, as also the other fundamental 

freedoms of the EU, should not be questioned. Support 

from the AfD might not help to raise broader understanding 

for Cameron in Germany. While Germans are generally in 

favour of a “Europe without borders”, in context of the 

growing numbers of asylum seekers, the number of people 

wanting a limit on immigration in Germany is growing, 

though not sufficiently so as to garner support for 

Cameron’s position. Cameron’s prospects in Germany are 

therefore low. Angela Merkel recently stated that “Germany 

will not tamper with the fundamental principles of free 

movement in the EU”. Social Democrat Foreign Secretary, 

Frank-Walter Steinmeier also emphasised that anyone 

questioning the free movement of labour would harm both 

Germany and the EU. In light of the Grand Coalition’s 

support for one of the EU’s fundamental freedoms 

therefore, it seems unlikely that Germany would be willing 

to negotiate on this issue.  

Inside Czech Republic 
The UK remains an attractive place to work for Czech 

citizens. Czech Republic will insist on arguments 

expressed in the statement of Visegrad countries ( 

Czech Republic, Slovak Republic, Hungary, Poland) 

published in November 2013. The available data show 

that migrants from Central and Eastern Europe to the 

UK have been hugely beneficial for the British 

economy. They are younger and economically more 

active than the average British workforce, they also 

contribute to UK national revenues far in excess of the 

social benefits they use. They are also more likely to 

return home than those arriving from developing 

countries or conflict-ridden hotspots outside the EU. 

Czech Republic is aware of the UK’s problems, but it 

will not support any changes that would limit Czech 

citizens. Czech citizens will support governmental 

efforts to make Cameron´s renegotiation 

unsuccessful. 


