
Sylvie Goulard

Sylvie Goulard

“

“

”

”

Environment 

EU political agenda 
and priorities for

Executive Vice-President for a “European Green Deal”

Previously: First Vice-President of the European Commission

Virginijus Sinkevičius

Frans Timmermans

Commissioner for Environment and Oceans

Previously: Lithuanian Minister for Economy and Innovation

3 October 2019, the hearing of the Commissioner-designate Virginijus   Sinkevicius  
before the European Parliament’s Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food 
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 8 October 2019, the hearing of the Executive Vice President-designate Frans 
Timmermans before the European Parliament’s Committee on Environment, 
Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)

GREENS

I want to raise the profile of circularity. I want to make sure it is not only a 
word but also an action. If we ensure the circular use of just four materials: 
steel, aluminium, cement and plastic, we cut their industrial emissions in half. 
Going circle makes sense. I believe the action plan could involve three major 
strands. It could start with a look at the way we produce and consume goods, 
with action on eco design and focus on reuse and repair. It could also take the 
circularity to new sectors like textiles, construction, food and ICT.

And I’m here today, hoping you will give me your support to do my bit in 
the Von der Leyen Commission to make sure we deliver what we promised. 
But this is not going to be easy. We are faced with a challenge that is truly 
existential. And what we need to do will be truly transformational. This is 
about rebooting our society so that what we hold dear is preserved and 
improved for our children, grandchildren and future generations. 
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 ■ 2030 emission reduction target increased to at least 
50% 

 ■ Leader in international negotiations to increase the level 
of ambition of other major emitters by 2021

 ■ Protect biodiversity

 ■ Zero pollution ambition 

 ■ Reduce carbon footprint of our transport sector 

 ■ Ensure that tax policies enable to deliver on climate 
ambitions

 ■ Firm up the climate-neutral commitment

 ■ Implement the legislative instruments on climate

 ■ Lead global efforts to curtail biodiversity loss

 ■ A new Circular Economy Action Plan to ensure 
sustainable resource use

 ■ Efforts towards plastic-free oceans

 ■ Circular Economy package: 

• Proposal for a Directive on the quality of water 
intended for human consumption (recast)

• Proposal for a Regulation on minimum requirements 
for water reuse

• Proposal for a Directive on the reduction of 
the impact of certain plastic products on the 
environment

 ■ Alignment of reporting obligations in the field of 
environment policy

 ■ Proposal for a Regulation on the alignment of reporting 
obligations in the field of environment policy 

 ■ Proposal for a Regulation establishing a Programme for 
the Environment and Climate Action (LIFE) and repealing 
Regulation (EU) No 1293/2013
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