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INTRODUCTION
The COVID-19 pandemic has been the biggest global health challenge the world has faced. Globally, there are
more than 100 million reported cases with the death toll exceeding 2 million. In the Philippines, we have gone
beyond the 500,000 mark, leading to a major health and socio-economic crisis.
Scientists around the world have been working to develop, test and produce vaccines to address the spread
and decrease the mortality and morbidity of COVID-19. Several vaccines have already been rolled out in some
parts of the world. The Philippines has its own National COVID-19 Vaccination Program which is scheduled to
roll out before the end of the first quarter of 2021.
The first part of the document aims to present a model to stratify the risk for severe allergic reactions of
persons BEFORE receiving the COVID 19 vaccine based on their past medical and allergy history. Although any
person may develop an allergic reaction to a vaccine, based on current evidence, this model will define groups
of persons who will benefit from further evaluation prior to COVID 19 vaccination. This document and
algorithm was adapted from the 2021 statement of the European Academy of Allergy and Clinical Immunology1
on severe allergic reactions to COVID 19 vaccines and the German recommendations for allergy risk
assessment2.
The second part is an algorithm that enumerates the signs and symptoms of immediate allergic reactions.
Immediate medical and supportive management is described in a stepwise manner followed by
recommendations for disposition and further evaluation for future vaccination recommendations. Emergency
medications, supplies and equipment, as well as prompt recognition by trained emergency response personnel
are vital in the safe administration of the COVID 19 vaccines.
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