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Supporters attend President Donald Trump’s campaign rally
Wednesday in Dallas. For the left, the Trump campaign’s mastery of
social media in 2016 represented a sharp reversal from past Republican
candidates.

ByMatthewRosenberg
andKevinRoose
The New York Times Company

On any given day, President
Donald Trump’s campaign is
plastering ads all over Facebook,
YouTube and the millions of
sites served by Google, hitting
the kind of incendiary themes —
immigrant invaders, the corrupt
media — that play best on plat-
forms where algorithms favor
outrage and political campaigns
are free to disregard facts.

Even seemingly ominous
developments for Trump become
fodder for his campaign. When
news broke last month that
congressional Democrats were
opening an impeachment inqui-
ry, the campaign responded with
an advertising blitz aimed at fir-
ing up the president’s base.

The campaign slapped togeth-
er an “Impeachment Poll” (sam-
ple question: “Do you agree that
President Trump has done noth-
ing wrong?”). It invited support-
ers to join the Official Impeach-
ment Defense Task Force (“All
you need to do is DONATE
NOW!”). It produced a slick video
laying out the debunked con-
spiracy theory about former Vice
President Joe Biden and Ukraine
that is now at the center of the
impeachment battle (“Learn the
truth. Watch Now!”).

The onslaught overwhelmed
the limited Democratic response.
Biden’s campaign put up the stiff-
est resistance: It demanded Face-
book take down the ad, only to be
rebuffed. It then proceeded with
plans to slash its online advertis-
ing budget in favor of more televi-
sion ads.

That campaigns are now being
fought largely online is hardly a
revelation, yet only one political
party seems to have gotten the
message. While the Trump cam-
paign has put its digital operation
firmly at the center of the presi-
dent’s re-election effort, Demo-
crats are struggling to internal-
ize the lessons of the 2016 race
and adapt to a political landscape
shaped by social media.

Trump’s first campaign took
far better advantage of Face-
book and other platforms that
reward narrowly targeted — and,
arguably, nastier — messages.
And while the president is now
embattled on multiple fronts and
disfavored by a majority of Amer-
icans in most polls, he has one big
advantage: His 2020 campaign,
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Trump online messaging flourishes; Democrats struggle

ByMaggieHaberman,
EricLipton
andKatieRogers
The New York Times Company

He knew he was inviting criticism
by choosing his own luxury golf club in
Miami for the site of a gathering of world
leaders at the Group of 7 summit in June,
President Donald Trump told his aides
opposed to the choice, and he was pre-
pared for the inevitable attack from Dem-
ocrats.

But what Trump was not prepared for
was the reaction of fellow Republicans
who said his choice of the club, the Trump
National Doral, had crossed a line, and
they couldn’t defend it.

So Trump did something that might
not have been a surprise for a president
facing impeachment but that was unusu-
al for him: He reversed himself Saturday
night, abruptly ending the uproar touched
off two days earlier by the announcement
of his decision by Mick Mulvaney, his act-
ing chief of staff.

“He had no choice,” Chris Christie, the
former New Jersey governor and long-
time friend of the president’s said Sunday
on ABC’s “This Week.” “It shouldn’t have
been done in the first place. And it’s a good
move to get out of it and get that out of the
papers and off the news.”

The president first heard the criticism
of his choice of the Doral watching TV,
where even some Fox News personalities
were disapproving. By Saturday after-
noon, his concerns had deepened when
he put in a call to Camp David, where
Mulvaney was hosting moderate con-
gressional Republicans for a discussion
of issues facing them, including impeach-
ment, and was told the consensus was he
should reverse himself. Those moderates
are among the votes Trump would need to
stick with him during an impeachment.

“I didn’t see it being a big negative, but it
certainly wasn’t a positive,” said Rep. Peter
King of New York, one of those at Camp
David. He said the group told Trump’s
aides that sticking with the decision
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Republican
voices drove
reversal on

meeting site

ByBryanHorwath
This story was posted on lasvegasweekly.com.

T he annual number of Chi-
nese travelers to the United
States has been dropping
recently, a trend that has
caught the attention of the

U.S. Travel Association.
That’s just one of the topics that Tori

Barnes, executive vice president of pub-
lic affairs and policy for the association,
touched on in a recent interview.

Only Canada, Mexico, Australia and
the United Kingdom send more visitors
to Las Vegas than China. Last year, how-
ever, the number of Chinese visitors here
— just under 237,000 — dipped by 9%,

according to the Las
Vegas Convention and
Visitors Authority.

With the friction
between the U.S.
and China over trade
relations, is that some-
thing the association is
worried about?

Unfortunately, we
do expect it to affect travel. The strength
of the dollar and trade tensions are two
of the major reasons why we are see-
ing a decline in our share of the market
for international long-haul visitors. We
went from about 3.2 million visitors from
China in 2017 to about 3 million in 2018

and we’re seeing a similar decline here in
2019.

That is of concern. We are advocating
for these governments to come to a reso-
lution soon, because it’s going to end up
having a negative effect on our economy.

On average, Chinese travelers spend
almost $7,000 per visit. That’s compared
with the average international traveler
spending about $4,000. The Chinese stay
longer and spend more money, so it’s a
critical set of international travelers.

It’s no secret that Las Vegas is a popu-
lar destination for Chinese travelers. Is
Vegas the most popular U.S. destination

Q&A

U.S. Travel Association
executive talks Real ID,
visits to US from China

Dapper:
Huntridge
Theater could

be arts hub, ‘definitely’
not movie house. As J.
Dapper is on the cusp
of buying the Huntridge,
the local developer says
he plans to return the
theater to the way it
looked and felt when it
was built in 1943.

Reno man
sentenced to
life in prison in

2018 fatal shooting.
Prosecutors say 57-year-
old Kenneth Earl Davis
was found guilty of
murder with the use of a
deadly weapon, robbery
and grand larceny in the
October 2018 death of
Eric Bobele.

Analysis: Donnie
Tillman factors
into latest UNLV

roster projection. UNLV
junior Donne Tillman will
see a bunch of minutes
as the Rebels’ nominal
power forward in smaller
alignments in coach T.J.
Otzelberger’s lineup.

Rodgers throws
5 TD passes,
Packers gash

Raiders 42-24. Green
Bay quarterback Aaron
Rodgers passed for
429 yards and five
touchdowns and ran
for another Sunday
as Green Bay beat
the Raiders, 42-24, at
Lambeau Field.

Nevada could
face $100M
in damages to

state prison guards.
Nevada could be on
the hook for up to $100
million in damages and
unpaid wages after
prison guards scored
a major victory in a
long-running legal fight
with the state.
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Guests are treated to a ceremonial lion dance throughout the Venetian and Palazzo in celebration of Chinese New Year and the Year of
the Pig in February. Tourism officials are highly cognizant of Las Vegas’ popularity with visitors from China. But last year the number
of Chinese visitors here — just under 237,000 — dipped by 9%, according to the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority.

ILANA PANICH-LINSMAN /
THE NEW YORK TIMES FILE (2016)

The sun sets at Trump National Doral
Miami, in Doral, Fla. President Donald
Trump knew Democrats would criticize
him for choosing his own luxury golf club
in Miami for the G-7 summit in June, but
he changed his mind about the host venue
when he heard Republicans joining the cho-
rus of criticism.
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W hen business acumen and
a strong sense of com-
munity come together,
incredible things can hap-
pen. Las Vegas developer

J Dapper is proving it with his work in the
city’s core.

Dapper is the catalyst in an ongoing
transformation of the area around Mary-
land Parkway and Charleston Boulevard,
where he resurrected the Huntridge Shop-
ping Center and nearby properties that had
fallen into deep decay. With the support
of nearby residents, the Las Vegas native
restored the shopping center’s mid-century
modern look and is adding a period-styled
building that will house two restaurants.
Meanwhile, he took on two other initiatives
to benefit the neighborhood surrounding his
properties — a mural project and the revival
of Huntridge Circle Park.

In an interview last week with the Sun,
Dapper said his work in the area was reward-
ing on two levels.

“I can tell you I have a desire to contin-
ue to develop in downtown, because it does
make economic sense. There’s no doubt
about that — I have proof,” he said. “I’ve
developed quite a few different projects that
have been financially very successful. But
they’ve also been really good for the neigh-
borhood and community, and those two
things together, there’s nothing better.”

Now, Dapper is embarking on his most
momentous downtown project yet — revival
of the historic Huntridge Theater.

He’s working on a deal to purchase the
defunct theater and make it the centerpiece
of a mixed-use development on its four-acre
grounds. Although details of the project
are still being determined, the conceptual
plan is to use the theater as a concert venue
or performing arts center while preserving
its gorgeous 1940s-era design and architec-
ture. Surrounding structures, which could
include office space, condos and dining
establishments, would also be integrated
into that design.

It’s an ambitious step. Maybe even daunt-
ing. The building has been closed since 2004
and is in horrific shape, with a partially
collapsed roof and years of being an unau-
thorized homeless encampment. The per-

mitting processes involved in making the
building inhabitable again are extensive and
complex.

The theater’s legal status also will need to
be sorted out. It’s caught in a lawsuit filed by
the Nevada Commission for Cultural Cen-
ters and Historic Preservation and Hunt-
ridge owner Eli Mizrachi over covenants
requiring him to preserve the building and
allow access to state inspectors.

But even though saving it will be a major
challenge, Dapper said several factors
prompted him to take it on. One was his
appreciation for historical significance of
the building, which is listed on the Nation-

al Register of Historic Places. Two, Dapper
said a number of tenants already expressed
interest to him about moving onto the site,
so he’s confident it’s a solid investment.

Finally, he said, the city of Las Vegas is
supporting the initiative as part of its Proj-
ect Enchilada master plan for downtown
revitalization.

“I give all credit to (city attorney) Brad
Jerbic,” Dapper said. “He’s laid the pathway
to getting this done. He’s passionate about
what’s going on downtown.”

For that, the city and Jerbic deserve a
bravo from the community. It’s a prime
example of public/private partnerships
working when everyone is focused on smart
community benefit.

That’s definitely the case for Dapper too,
who is highly motivated by a tender appreci-
ation for the city’s past.

In explaining why he got involved, he
recalled such fond memories as attend-
ing concerts at the Huntridge Theater and
buying concert tickets at Mahoney’s Drum
Shop, which was housed in one of the build-
ings he purchased in the area.

“I’ve been here my whole life and I’ve
always had a love for all things downtown,”
he said.

That passion prompted him to break
from the norm when he began investing near
Maryland and Charleston. Conventional
thinking at the time was that the properties
were too far gone and the neighborhoods
around them were too poor to support new
businesses.

But as Dapper proved, making socially
responsible investments is a terrific way of
doing business. New tenants like Wing Stop
and Savers moved into the shopping center,
and business is brisk at holdover establish-
ments like the renovated Circle K conve-
nience store on the corner.

For neighborhoods, such investments
help raise property values, reduce crime and
blight, and otherwise improve the quality of
life.

So here’s hoping Dapper can bring about
that next big step — nurturing the Huntridge
Theater back to life. With continued support
from the neighborhood and the city, we’re
confident he can lead the resurrection of
downtown to new heights.

City, developer can both benefit
by investment in neglected gems

Nation spirals on
Trump’s watch

It’s a pity our country is sad-
dled with a narcissistic puppet
when ongoing debacles point
toward outside influence and
guidance.

Among the signs, President
Donald Trump has:

nalienated foreign allies,
siding with authoritarians and
communists;

nurged a bromance between
Ukraine’s president and the dic-
tator who invaded Crimea and of
late the Turkish fiasco;

n repeatedly claimed that
journalists are enemies of the
state;

ndebased anyone opposing
him;

noverseen a skyrocketing
federal deficit while enriching
his family’s coffers with taxpayer
and foreign monies;

nmet secretly with a murder-
ous dictator;

n invited communists into the
White House and divulged clas-
sified information to them.

To Vladimir Putin’s advan-
tage, GOP hypocrites are essen-
tially spitting on the Constitution
and grinding our flag and honor
into a quagmire of corruption to
maintain a Senate majority.

Communism, authoritarian-
ism and tyrannical governments
are expanding worldwide. And it
has infiltrated America, spread-
ing acidic propaganda among
vulnerable sheep.
Nancy Kleinkopf, Henderson

Kurdish blood on
president’s hands

Without conferring with
Congress, his Cabinet or military
leaders, President Donald Trump
arbitrarily and hastily withdrew
our military from supporting
our Kurdish allies in Syria,
even though he knew Turkey
would immediately invade and
start slaughtering them — men,
women and children.

Trump kowtowed to Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan
and gave a wishy-washy threat
about the planned invasion.
Now, the Kurds will turn to our
enemies, the murderous Syrian
dictator Bashar al-Assad and
communist Vladimir Putin, for
help against the Turks.

Also because of Trump’s
illegitimate action, hundreds of
murderous ISIS terrorists have
escaped prison and will resume
killing innocent people, includ-
ing Americans.

Trump’s ignorant action will
have repercussions for many
years. He is untrustworthy and
disloyal. He doesn’t give a damn
for anyone except his supporters
and his wealthy cronies. He is
culpable for the genocide of the
Kurds and others.
Gary Beckman, Las Vegas

Romney, Pelosi
are exactly right

Sen. Mitt Romney, R-Utah,
characterized President Donald
Trump’s abandonment of the
Kurds in Syria as a bloody stain
in this country’s history.

What Trump did was a pay-
back (for Russia’s interference
in the 2016 election) to Vladimir
Putin and Russia, who were the
real winners in the United States
turning its back on its ally, the
Kurdish people.

The U.S. has traditionally
honored and protected its allies,
and vigorously pushed back on its
enemies.

As to Trump’s complete capit-
ulation in this matter, House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said it best:
“All roads lead to Putin.”
Tom Harper, Las Vegas
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J Dapper resurrected the Huntridge
Shopping Center and nearby properties, and
now hopes to do the same for the historic
Huntridge Theater.

“I can tell you I have
a desire to continue
to develop in down-
town, because it does
make economic sense.
There’s no doubt about
that — I have proof.”
J Dapper, developer
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