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18th March 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Important Updates to the way that we use Accelerated Reader 
 

Accelerated Reader: 

We use a program called Accelerated Reader (AR) to monitor children's independent 
reading. Your child picks a book from within an appropriate range of books and reads 
it at their own pace. This reading range is called their Zone of Proximal Development 
or ‘ZPD’. Your child is given a large selection of books to choose from that will 
provide challenge without causing frustration or loss of motivation. Afterwards, your 
child takes a short comprehension quiz on the computer. Passing the quiz is an 
indication that your child understood what was read.  
 
What is changing and why? 

There has recently been some research into how to use AR to guarantee maximum 
progress. In light of this, we have adjusted how children will select their reading 
books from now on. 

Previously: 
Children had to score a minimum of 60% on their AR book to pass the 
comprehension quiz. This meant that they only had to understand 60% of the book in 
order to choose a new book of increased complexity.  
 

Renaissance’s research showed that children who scored an average percentage 
correct of 75% and below on a series of AR quizzes actually had decreased growth 
in reading progress over the course of the school year. Children who scored an 
average percentage correct of between 85% and 95% had the most growth in 
reading progress, reflecting optimal comprehension levels. If children do not 
understand what they are reading, other factors such as the difficulty level of the 
reading material or time spent reading are of little consequence. 

From now on: 
We will use each child’s AR quiz scores to guide them to a selection of books pitched 
at an optimum level within their ZPD for them to make the best progress and to read 
with a high degree of comprehension. Your child will read books from across their 
ZPD and will move forwards and back through the range depending on the result of 
each comprehension quiz. 
 
100% This book was comfortable for you. Try a book 1 or 2 levels higher up within your 
ZPD range. If you are at the top of your ZPD range already, see your teacher and they will 
set you another Star Reader test to generate a new ZPD. 
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90% This book was perfect for you. Try a book 1 level higher. 

 

80% This book was a little difficult for you. Try a book of the same level or 1 level lower. 

 

70% This book was challenging for you. Try a book 1 level lower. 

 

60% This book was too challenging. Try a book 2 levels lower. 

 

Below 60% You did not pass this quiz. Try a book towards the start of your ZPD level. 

 
Staff will monitor children’s average percentage correct and also use their discretion 
as to where a child should be reading within their range. 
 
The importance of supported choice: 

We are committed to building a life-long love of reading in all of our children. Reading 
for pleasure comes from being able to choose what you want to read rather than 
being assigned a specific book. This makes reading a much more enjoyable 

experience as children can choose books that are interesting to them. When children 

read widely within their ZPD, it gives them experience, choice, opportunity to read 
for pleasure and to develop stamina.  

We help your child choose books that are challenging without being too easy or 
frustratingly hard, ensuring that your child can pass the next quiz and experience 
maximum success. We do this for all children, regardless of their reading 
competence. 
 
Important to note: 

• AR is not a reading scheme and children are not required to work their way 
up through the book levels in order for them to make progress. 

• Instead, each child is set a personalised reading range to read within (ZPD), 
determined by the results of their termly Star Reader test. 

• It is important for children to stay within their ZPD to maintain a suitable level of 
challenge. 

• The whole range / ZPD is suitable for that child – they do not need to be 
reading at the top of their assigned range. 

• Your child’s ZPD is adjusted at least once a term and more often if necessary. 

• If your child does not pass a quiz, we do not ask them to re-read the book again 
or re-do the quiz as this could demotivate them. 

 

How can I help my child become a better reader? 

As with anything, performance improves with practice. Encourage your child to read 
their AR book at home. Create a culture of reading in your household by reading with 
your child, starting a home library, visiting your local library or bookshop on a regular 
basis, letting your child see you reading and discussing books that each of you have 
read. When reading with your child, stop and ask questions to be sure your child is 
comprehending what is read. Reading with your child, no matter what the child's age, 
is an important part of developing a good reader, building a lifelong love of reading 
and learning and creating a loving relationship between you and your child. 

How will I know if a book has an Accelerated Reader quiz? 

Sometimes, our children ask to take AR quizzes on books they have read at home 
too, not just their school books. You can visit Accelerated Reader Bookfinder 



 

 

at www.arbookfind.co.uk to conduct a search of all available books with Accelerated 
Reader quizzes to check if one of their home books has an associated quiz. 

How can I help my child find books that are interesting to him or her within 
their ZPD? 

• You will find your child’s most recent ZPD written in their Reading Record Book. 

• Visit www.arbookfind.co.uk and click Advanced Search. By conducting an 
advanced search, you can generate book lists that contain titles based on the 
criteria you enter such as book level, topic, interest level, fiction/nonfiction, etc. 

 
Kind regards, 
 
Miss Scales 
Deputy Head Teacher 
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