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Message from Mr Usher
We’ve only been back a week and already half-term feels like a distant memory. I hope
you were all able to enjoy some good weather and time with family and friends. It
seems strange to think that we only have a matter of weeks before we say goodbye
to our current Year 6 cohort as they move onto the next stage of their education. You
are no doubt as anxious as I am to find out if the next phase of the government’s road
map out of current Covid-19 restrictions will go ahead as planned on the 21 st of June
and any changes announced may have an impact on our plans moving forwards.
As the secondary schools have postponed their transition days to the 7 th of July
conditions allowing, we have had to adapt our own plans. Instead of children
spending the whole day with their new teachers on the 23rd of June they will instead
spend the morning with them. This will include children currently in Y2 who will be joining us in September.
At the time of writing this the Year 6 residential is still going ahead, which is very exciting for those children
taking part. The rules are tighter this year to ensure we are doing all we can to minimise transmission but I’m
sure they will all enjoy the week just the same. As well as this we have been able to, thanks to the work of
the Admin Team, arrange for Year 6 to have swimming lessons which they missed out on in Year 5. We will
be playing catch-up with the swimming provision in the next academic year but hopefully will be back on an
even keel as soon as possible. We are doing our best to ensure that the children are able to enjoy as many
experiences as possible within the limits of what we are allowed and able to do.
I am aware that under previous Head Teachers, classes have been mixed up at the end of Year 4 before they
join Year 5. This did not happen last year as the children had not had a full academic year together and it will
not happen this year either. Moving forwards, I do not intend to resume the practise of mixing up the
children at the end of Year 4. It’s not something that I’ve done at previous schools and the academic benefit
of doing so is unclear. The infant school spends a great deal of time and effort organising the children that
join us into balanced and appropriate groups and unless there is a pressing need to change the classes the
children are in, I do not see the additional workload to staff and emotional upheaval to children as necessary.
Should it become apparent, after a period of time, that individual children would benefit, in terms of their
learning, from changing classes then this would be considered by the senior leadership team on a case by
case basis.
So far, the trial of children coming into school in their PE kits on the days when they have PE is working well.
It has meant that they are able to spend the entire PE lesson actually doing PE. We are considering whether
to extend this into the next academic year and will endeavour to give parents & carers enough time to order
any additional PE kit they may need (for next year); however, I do not expect parents to buy any additional
kit for the remainder of this term. If PE days are consecutive it’s fine for children to wear a plain white t-shirt
and plain black shorts.
Please continue to stay safe and follow government guidance re Covid-19.
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Times Tables Rock Stars
Every week will be looking for the top earners and each half term those who score
the most correct answers.
Year Group
Weekly Top Earner
Most Correct answers
so far...

Year 3
Pola D

Year 4
Jakub T

Year 5
Felicity M

Pola D

Jakub T

Zoe H

Year 6
Isabelle M
Sumaiah
E-D

You can login in to Times Tables Rock Stars here: https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/15813

EmmBOOK Festival - Friday 9th July
We were disappointed that we couldn't celebrate World Book Day in
our usual way this year due to bubble restrictions. Therefore, we have
chosen to celebrate our love of reading in July instead and hold an
EmmBOOK festival on Friday 9th July. During the week leading up to
the event, we will be holding a Book Fair after school so that you can
stock up on holiday books and summer reading material! (More
information will follow nearer the time.) Then, on the day itself, we
have invited a few special guests into school to talk to the children,
including a publisher and also a former judge of the Carnegie Children's
Literature Award. (The CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals are
the UK’s oldest and best-loved children’s book awards, recognising
outstanding reading experiences created through writing and illustration in books for children and young
people.) The children will take part in discussions about their favourite books as well as do a book scavenger
hunt!
All children are invited to come into school on 9th
July dressed as their favourite book character. (If
you have another child at St. Paul's Pre School or
Emmbrook Infants School, they will also be
embracing the dressing up theme that day!) We
wanted to give you plenty of notice so that you can
talk with your children about who they might want
to dress up as. We do not expect you to buy a
costume especially for this. Instead, you might be
able to fashion an outfit from clothing you already have at home or just provide a suitable prop which links
to the book character. If your child does not want to get involved, they may wear their own clothes that day
instead.
We will also be holding our Great Emmbrook Book Swap! If your child would like to be involved, all they
need to do is to bring in one (or more) of their old books from home that they no longer want. All books must
be suitable for 7-11 year olds. In return, they will be given a coupon which they can exchange for another
second-hand children's book in our Book Swap! If you are able to donate more than one second-hand book,
we would be extremely grateful as it will mean that every child can leave school that day with a book to
treasure. (We will make sure that all books are quarantined before we hand them back out again.) More
details will follow closer to the event - including the date to bring any book donations in by. We want to give
you plenty of time to look at your bookshelves at home and see if there are any books you are willing to pass
on to another child.
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Racial Equity
This week’s learning share is from Mrs Hatherley
Alison Hammond makes me laugh, especially with Phil and Holly on This Morning, so when I saw her
advertising a new programme about British history I thought it would be an interesting watch with a few
giggles along the way. I didn’t expect to be set on a new path investigating the hidden B.A.M.E. histories of
Wokingham, census data and the Berkshire record office!
“Back to School” was aired at the beginning of Black History Month on ITV. This programme was created
after an emotional interview on This Morning, where Alison spoke passionately about her upbringing and her
fears for her son. She also described the importance of her culture and identity being represented in the
media and in education. Through Back to School, Alison found out about
various black figures that have made an impact from different parts of British
history, however, these people rarely appear in textbooks. This included an
African-born Roman Emperor who came to Britain in AD 208. Septimus
Serverus led his army across the channel to quell up-risings and riots in the
north and east. He died three years later in Eboracum (York). I have taught
about the Roman occupation of Britain many times but have not come across his name before. This sparked
a discussion with the Year 4 Team on how we could change our curriculum to include this figure. Alison also
visited one of my favourite places, Hampton Court. There she was shown a tapestry of Henry VIII at court, in
the background were his musicians, the lead trumpeter, John Blanke, was from an African heritage. The court
documents also show that he was highly paid rather than being a low servant or slave.
I enjoyed the programme as a history graduate but Alison’s interest encouraged me to investigate further
into how we could improve our taught history curriculum to represent a wider culture and heritage. This led
me to the Wokingham census data and other documents from the Berkshire Record Office. I wanted to find
any local histories of B.A.M.E., frustratingly, there seem to be documents and records of white British
landowners and businessmen, such as the Palmer, Wescott and Heelas families, but little of multicultural
heritage. When you search for black history in Wokingham, you will be forwarded to a report that “In
Georgian times, the town was the headquarters of a gang of criminals called the 'Wokingham Blacks'. They
painted their faces black and went about Windsor Forest, poaching, robbing, blackmailing and even
murdering the local people! The ringleaders were captured and hanged in 1723.”
In the future, when children are searching the internet for local history, this report should not be the first or
only B.A.M.E. link to Wokingham. We are currently developing a new local history study at Emmbrook and
would like this to represent all of our families. Most of our hidden history is passed down the generations
rather than published, if you have been delving into your family history and have any stories, photos or
documents about your ancestors that you are willing to share and help us to enhance our curriculum please
contact me through the school email.

Online Safety
June is Pride month – a month dedicated to celebrating the LGBTQ+
communities all around the world and for the second year in a row,
most Pride celebrations will be virtual due to the uncertainty of COVID
restrictions on large gatherings.
We want all children to be able to have a safe and positive experience when they go online, but we know that
some children are more at risk of having a negative experience than others.
The internet can offer LGBTQ+ children and young people a space where they have a sense of belonging and
community, a space where they can explore their own identity. But it can also be a place where they are
exposed to bullying or inappropriate content – even more so in a time when more is happening online than
ever before.
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Children and young people may use online space for sharing photos or other content, making friends with
similar interests, looking for and giving support and a sense of community where they belong. It is important
for LGBTQ+ young people to be able to use the internet to connect with who they are and explore their
identity and sexual orientation but this may expose them to risks online.
Some things that children and young people might see or experience online that are upsetting are abusive
comments or language, bullying or being asked to share personal and private photos.
Here are some tips to help you keep your child safe online:
To find out about the latest apps, games and social media sites your children may be interested in or already
accessing go to: https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/.

Ofsted Parent View
In advance of any possible visit from Ofsted in the coming year,
it would be useful if parents could give their feelings about the
school via Parent View. Parent View gives you the chance to tell
Ofsted what you think about your child’s school, from the
quality of teaching to dealing with poor behaviour.
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
The survey can be completed at any time; you don’t have to wait until the school is being inspected. We only
ask that if you do have any issues you raise them with us first so that we have a chance to address them.
If you would like to raise any issues or concerns with the school please use our communication flowchart to
find out who you should talk to:
Or if you have any general feedback you can contact the Parents’ Forum: ejsparentsforum@gmail.com

Dates for your Diary
Summer Term
14th – 18th June 2021 – Y6 Residential (if allowed by government)
23rd June 2021 – Moving up morning (children Y3-5 to meet new class teachers)
2nd July 2021 – PTA Non-Uniform Day
7th July 2021 – Y6 to Secondary Transition Day (TBC)
9th July 2021 – EmmBOOK Fest

Saturday 3rd July 2021 – PTA Summer BBQ - 12pm to 3pm – TBC (we are waiting for the next government
announcement to confirm if this can go ahead as planned)
13th July 2021 – Governors’ Day
15th July 2021 – Sports Day (TBC)
16th July 2021 – End of Year Reports out & Year 6 Leavers’ Party
19th July 2021 – Optional Report Consultation Meetings
21st July 2021 – Last Day of Academic Year
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Message from WBC
Surge Testing to Contain the Covid-19 Variant
Extensive surveillance of Covid-19 has identified a small number of cases of
the Covid-19 Delta variant that was first found in India in Wokingham
Borough, that cannot be traced back to international travel.
As such, surge testing for all residents over the age of 12 who have no Covid-19 symptoms will be deployed
in the following council wards between Monday 07 June and Monday 21 June:
Bulmershe and Whitegates
Evendons
Norreys
Wescott
This will enable us to identify any community spread of the new variant and restrict further transmission. All
cases are now self-isolating and we have conducted robust contact tracing to identify their contacts and ask
them to self-isolate.
Full government guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus infection can be found here.

Gallery
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At Emmbrook Junior School we are:
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