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Message from Mr Usher 

Today marks the end of my 3rd term as Head Teacher of Emmbrook Junior School. The 
1st day of the summer term will be the 1-year anniversary of me starting my journey 
here. It would certainly be an overused cliché at this point to say that this was not the 
first year I was expecting. Remote learning was a brand-new idea and we were all just 
finding our feet with how to live during a lockdown. It seems like a lifetime ago while 
at the same time the year feels like it’s just flashed past.  
So, what has been the best part of my first year as Head Teacher at Emmbrook Junior 
School? Without a single doubt it has been getting to know the children. I wish I had 
been able to spend more time in the classrooms this past year, I wish we had been able 
to hold the usual PTA events and social activities. I wish I had learned all their names 

(I’m going to keep working on it). As we move through the summer term I hope we will be in a position to 
reduce the controls and mitigations and begin to move towards some semblance of normalcy, whatever that 
may look like. With the children back this past few weeks it has begun to feel like a school again and numbers 
allowing, we will move back into year group bubbles from after the Easter Break, which we hope will 
improve the children’s emotional well-being by allowing them to socialise with a wider peer group.  
We are fortunate that there have been no cases of in school transmission of the virus and very few cases 
identified among the children at all, even with the increased testing that has been going on. This is testament 
to the efforts of all the staff and children, as well as the robust risk assessment in place (yes, we will publish 
another one for moving back to year group bubbles). For now, please be assured that we will do all we can to 
balance the social/emotional needs of the children and staff with the best possible learning outcomes and 
keeping the school open for as many children as possible.  
A big thank you to all the teaching staff for the parent consultations this week and to our parents and carers 
for their participation. It is a very late evening for teachers but an invaluable tool for effective communication. 
We have been working hard to improve communication from the school including regular updates of our 
website. It’s not perfect but we feel it’s improved a great deal. The majority of the important dates are now 
on the calendar feature on the school website.  
A big thank you to the PTA for organising the Easter treats that have come home today. Hopefully the 
children will be able to raise some funds for the schools by doing some odd jobs over the Easter break.  
Please stay as safe as possible as we navigate the next stages of the governments road map while enjoying 
the newly returned freedoms. I’m certainly looking forward to the time I can have a properly poured pint of 
Guinness.  
Thank you for your support over the past year and have a restful Easter holiday.  
 
I look forward to seeing you all in the summer term.  
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Thank You – you’re awesome! 
We would like to say a massive thank you to every parent and family who has donated to the school in any 
sense. Be it time or money, we really appreciate your support. Many of you have donated to the conqueror 
challenge on several occasions and some of you have given large amounts of money. So, thank you to all of 
you that have given so much towards the school, be it £1 or £600, we are very grateful. We are well on the 
way to reaching our target for the Reading Summer house project.  
 

Times Tables Rock Stars 
Each week will be looking for the top earners and most correct answers from each year group. 

Year Group Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Weekly Top Earner Pola D Isobel M Aidan T Freddie H 

Correct answers Pola D Isobel M Aidan T Lauren J 

 
Well done to this week’s top earners and our half termly winners with the most correct answers. Well 
done to our double winners. The half termly correct answers start again from tomorrow (yes, I’m going to 
include the holidays) so keep practising.  
You can login in to Times Tables Rock Stars here: 
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/15813 
 

Racial Equity 
This week some members of our community, both teachers and governors, took part in the 
first of a 3-part workshop on racial equity. The trainer, Amjad Ali, shared with the group of 
more than 100 people from around Wokingham a video link on - Intersectionality. This is 
something that members of staff have read about in their own learning around the subject 
of racial equity.  The YouTube link here leads to a two-and-a-half-minute video that explains 

what is meant by ‘Intersectionality’ in a clear and concise way. The language may be a little complex for 
children but hopefully parents and carers may find it both interesting and useful.  
 

Sunscreen and Hats 
When we return to school after the Easter break, we will hopefully experience some lovely sunny 
weather. The children will no doubt be looking forward to spending more time outdoors with 
their schoolmates.  Even in the UK we need to be aware of the hazards presented by too much 
sun. Please remember that children should bring a water bottle to school, so that they can keep 
hydrated, as well as a sun hat to be worn at break times and lunchtimes to help protect them from sunburn. 
Should you feel it appropriate your child could also come to school wearing sunscreen. It is best if sunscreen 
is applied at home before coming to school although children may apply their own at school if you wish.   
  

Online Safety  
Reputational damage – This may seem like something that may not be an issue for many years to come for 
most of our children but it’s worth getting into good habits as early as possible. Increasingly employers and 
other organisations research what users post on various social networks. Comments/posts and even likes of 
other people’s posts can affect future career opportunities and relationships – both positively and negatively. 
For now, it’s worth discussing strategies for positive use of social media and the internet, for example asking 
children what they would think if they read certain posts and how they would like to be perceived not only 
now but in the future.   
To find out about the latest apps, games and social media sites your children may be interested in or already 
accessing go to: https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/  
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Ofsted Parent View 
In advance of any possible visit from Ofsted in the coming year, it 
would be useful if parents could give their feelings about the 
school via Parent View. Parent View gives you the chance to tell 
Ofsted what you think about your child’s school, from the quality 

of teaching to dealing with poor behaviour. https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

 
The survey can be completed at any time; you don’t have to wait until the school is being inspected. We only 
ask that if you do have any issues you raise them with us first so that we have a chance to address them.  
 

Jewellery and Hair accessories reminder 
We have noticed an increasing number of children wearing brightly coloured or flamboyant hair accessories 
and inappropriate earrings for school. Please can you ensure that your children are following our uniform 
policy in terms of jewellery and hair. Staff have been asked to remind individuals who continue to flout the 
rules. We ask all children to remove or cover earrings before PE as it is a huge health & safety risk.  
This extract is from our Uniform Policy which all parents have access to: 
 
Jewellery: 
· If a pupil has pierced ears, only plain gold or silver studs can be worn. (For safety, these have to be removed 
during PE. If the pupil cannot remove the earrings, you must provide them with protective tape to be applied 
for PE lessons.) 
· We also allow pupils to wear watches, but again these must be removed for PE. 
· Any other jewellery, including religious adornments, should not be worn in school. 
· We do not take responsibility for the loss or damage of any items of jewellery in school. 
Hair: 
· All pupils must tie their hair back for school if it is long enough to do so. (Hair that touches the pupil’s 
shoulders, or longer, is considered long enough to be tied back.) 
· Hair accessories; slides, scrunchies and bands are to be dark green, black or white. 
· Extreme hairstyles and unnatural hair colours are not acceptable for the pupils to have in school. 
 
Thank you for your support in this matter. 
 

Messages from Wokingham Borough Council  
Staying safe over Easter 
The long weekend is nearly here, but please stay safe when out and 
about, especially as our parks and play areas can quickly become very 
busy when the weather is nice. 
We continue to implement a number of Covid-19 safety measures, 
including a booking system for the play area at Dinton Pastures Country 
Park during peak times. 

Our Covid Support Officers will continue to visit parks and play areas to encourage best practice and escalate 
any potential issues to Thames Valley Police, especially over the bank holiday weekend. We ask that you 
kindly stick to adhere to the following guidance: 

• Stick to the rule of six – or two households – when meeting outdoors 

• Bin your rubbish – if the bin is full, please take it home 

• Follow all the usual safety measures – hands, face, space and fresh air 

• If the park looks busy, please come back later or visit an alternative spot 

• Don’t meet with people indoors – this increases the risk of catching and spreading Covid-19 

https://emmbrookjuniorschool.co.uk/
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Community Collect for rapid tests 
From Tuesday 6 April, households and bubbles of school, college or nursery staff or pupils will be able to 
collect lateral flow testing kits to use at home from several sites across the borough, under our new 
‘Community Collect’ scheme. 
Home test kits can be collected from Sindlesham Court (Monday 9am-4pm, Tuesday to Saturday 8am-4pm), 
the Microsoft Campus (Monday 9am-4pm, Tuesday and Thursday 8am-8pm and Wednesday, Friday Saturday 
8am-4pm) and Woosehill Community Centre (Tuesday and Thursday, 8am to 7pm).  
This will make it even easier for these residents to access tests closer to home; and do these tests at a time 
that’s most convenient to them. Visit our community testing webpage for all the latest information. 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Summer Term 
19th April 2021 – First day of Summer term (bring back Smartie tubes with 20p’s) 
3rd May 2021 – May Bank Holiday (school closed) 
 
31st May 2021 – Spring Bank Holiday (school closed) 
1st - 4th June 2021 – Half term (school closed) 
7th June 2021 – INSET Day (school closed to children) 
 
8th June 2021 – back to school 
14th – 18th June 2021 – Y6 Residential (if allowed by government)  
23rd June 2021 – Transition Day 
Saturday 3rd July 2021 – PTA Summer BBQ - 12pm to 3pm – save the date! 
15th July 2021 – Sports Day (TBC) 
16th July 2021 – End of Year Reports out 
19th July 2021 – Optional Report Consultation Meetings 
21st July 2021 – Last Day of Academic Year 
  

At Emmbrook Junior School we are: 
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