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Message from Mr Usher 

That week just flew past. It’s been fantastic to see the children outside enjoying the 
sunshine this week. We have successfully transitioned to year group bubbles taking full 
advantage of the good weather to keep doors and windows open and ensure adequate 
ventilation around the school. We are continuing to be as rigorous as possible with all 
our other measures. Many of our staff have now been vaccinated (including myself) 
and we continue to do twice weekly tests to check for asymptomatic cases within the 
staff. The children have been reminded (and continue to be) of the importance of 
keeping hands clean and ensuring that they maintain appropriate social distance.  
We have been made aware of an ice-cream van setting up close to the school for the 
end of the day. Some residents (and parents) have raised concerns regarding social 

distancing and possible issues relating to traffic. If this becomes an issue in the future we can take it up with 
Wokingham Borough Council, otherwise please enjoy treats as safely as possible.  
The school caterers are making some changes to the menus over the coming weeks accommodating for the 
warmer weather and what is proving popular (or unpopular). If there are any issues with the food please let 
us know and we can take this up with the catering team.  
Given the lovely weather we are enjoying please make sure that your children have a bottle of water and a 
sun hat in school and if you feel it appropriate they could wear sunscreen to school. There are shaded areas 
available to all children at play time and lunchtime although they are often reluctant to use them.  
Emmbrook Junior School is a ‘nut-free’ school. We have several children in the school who are severely 
allergic and even a small exposure to someone who has touched nuts can cause a severe reaction. We are 
not in a position to police what children bring in packed lunches so we need your support in ensuring that no 
nut products accidentally find their way into school. Thank you for your support on this.  
A big thank you to the PTA for organising the Smartie Challenge and to the admin team for collecting in all 
the tubes and to you for giving your children all those jobs to earn the money. A thank you all those of you 
that continue to generously donate to the Conqueror Challenge – with the support of GroTech Ltd who have 
agreed to meet the costs of the base for the reading Summerhouse we are almost in a position to take the 
project to the local authority for approval. 
You may be aware of the National Survey of Children which launched this week called The Big Ask. We hope 
to be doing some activities around this in school over the next couple of weeks. School have been asked to 
encourage as many children as possible to complete the survey which takes 5-10 minutes. If you would like 
to do this at home with your children please feel free to do so. There is also an adults’ survey although there 
have been some technical issues with this.  
Finally, we have been made aware that there some ‘sweets’ being shared around the local area and these are 
in fact drugs - we are waiting for information on this issue but encourage you to remind your children not to 
take anything they are given particularly if they don’t know what it is or where it came from.  
I hope the weather remains good for us all and that you have a fantastic weekend. 
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Times Tables Rock Stars 
Each week will be looking for the top earners and most correct answers from each year group. 
 

Year Group Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Weekly Top Earner Pola D Sophia C Aidan T Lucy H 

Most Correct answers 
(so far) 

Isla W Isobel M Aidan T Shriya K 

 
You can login in to Times Tables Rock Stars here: 
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/15813 
 

Sunscreen and Hats 
We have had some fantastic weater this week – long may it continue.  Even in the UK 
we need to be aware of the hazards presented by too much sun. Please remember 
that children should bring a water bottle to school, so that they can keep hydrated, 
as well as a sun hat to be worn at break times and lunchtimes to help protect them 
from sunburn. Should you feel it appropriate your child could also come to school 
wearing sunscreen. It is best if sunscreen is applied at home before coming to school 
although children may apply their own at school if you wish.   
  

Nut Free School 
As a nut free school, we ask that packed lunches do not contain any nut 
products and this extends to cakes, treats etc that may be brought in for 
birthdays etc. Many products that don’t have nuts in them may contain traces 
of nuts due to being manufactured in the same location as products that do. The 
most common form of nuts we find in school by accident is through chocolate 
spreads in sandwiches but you may be surprised by some of the other products 
that can sometimes contain nuts: lotions/sunscreens, some shampoos, 
conditioners and styling products, cosmetics, marzipan along with many other 
products. Thank you for supporting us in keeping all children safe.  

 

Online Safety  
Amazon Prime or Prime Video is a paid for video-on-demand streaming site where you can 
watch a range of programmes and films. It can only be accessed if you have an Amazon 
account. Official age rating – 18yrs + 
Our overall rating for Prime Video - Average 
Prime Video gives you the option to create a kid’s profile on your Amazon account. If you set 
up a kid’s profile for your child they will only be given access to video content that’s been 

rated U or PG. You can also set up a parental pin to restrict content rated 12, 15 and 18+. 
When you set up parental controls via your Amazon account it won’t work automatically across all devices. If 
your child watches Prime using an Xbox, Kindle or Amazon Firestick you will need to set up parental controls 
separately. 
Be aware that if your child is watching Amazon Prime offline, they will be able to access all programme 
downloads. 
 
To find out about the latest apps, games and social media sites your children may be interested in or already 
accessing go to: https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/  
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Ofsted Parent View 
In advance of any possible visit from Ofsted in the 
coming year, it would be useful if parents could 
give their feelings about the school via Parent 
View. Parent View gives you the chance to tell 
Ofsted what you think about your child’s school, 
from the quality of teaching to dealing with poor 

behaviour. https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

 
The survey can be completed at any time; you don’t have to wait until the school is being inspected. We only 
ask that if you do have any issues you raise them with us first so that we have a chance to address them.  
 

Messages from Wokingham Borough Council  
Community Collect for rapid tests 
From Tuesday 6 April, households and bubbles of school, college or 
nursery staff or pupils will be able to collect lateral flow testing kits to 
use at home from several sites across the borough, under our new 
‘Community Collect’ scheme. 
 
Home test kits can be collected from Sindlesham Court (Monday 9am-

4pm, Tuesday to Saturday 8am-4pm), the Microsoft Campus (Monday 9am-4pm, Tuesday and Thursday 8am-
8pm and Wednesday, Friday Saturday 8am-4pm) and Woosehill Community Centre (Tuesday and Thursday, 
8am to 7pm).  
This will make it even easier for these residents to access tests closer to home; and do these tests at a time 
that’s most convenient to them. Visit our community testing webpage for all the latest information. 
 

Y5 Gallery 
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Dates for your Diary 
Summer Term 
3rd May 2021 – May Bank Holiday (school closed) 
 
31st May 2021 – Spring Bank Holiday (school closed) 
1st - 4th June 2021 – Half term (school closed) 
7th June 2021 – INSET Day (school closed to children) 
 
8th June 2021 – Back to school 
14th – 18th June 2021 – Y6 Residential (if allowed by government)  
23rd June 2021 – Transition Day 
Saturday 3rd July 2021 – PTA Summer BBQ - 12pm to 3pm – save the date! 
15th July 2021 – Sports Day (TBC) 
16th July 2021 – End of Year Reports out 
19th July 2021 – Optional Report Consultation Meetings 
21st July 2021 – Last Day of Academic Year 
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