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Letters this week: 
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Message from Mr Usher 

Another brilliant week at Emmbrook Junior School. The children are settling back into 
life at school as well as could have been hoped and we’re very pleased that attendance 
continues to be high. I would like to thank all the parents and carers for supporting us 
by following the Covid controls we have in place.  
Teachers and support staff have already begun mapping out where the children are in 
terms of their current learning and what areas of the curriculum we need to revisit and 
reinforce. Curriculum leaders will be meeting to agree adjustments that should be made 
to the curriculum to ensure that the most important aspects of learning are covered and 
so that children are able to move confidently into the next year of their schooling.  
We are waiting to hear if the current Year 6 will be able to go on their residential trip 

as planned in the summer term. Currently government guidance does not allow for any residential (or non-
essential) trips to take place. As soon as we have more information we will of course share that with our Year 
6 parents. We have been in contact with Manor and been assured that the trip planned for our current Y5 
pupils will be able to go ahead in September.  
I’m aware there has been some chatter on the old interweb regarding dog mess up the road from the school 
and I’d like to thank Mrs Gresty from St Paul’s Nursery for contacting Wokingham Environmental Health to 
come and clean it up. I’m very pleased to say that, so far, I haven’t received any complaints from neighbours 
regarding parking at pick up and drop off time so thank you for being considerate of the community.  
Finally, don’t forget that you can now book appointments for Parent Consultations via ScoPay.  
Have a wonderful weekend everyone, please stay safe.  
 

Message from Wokingham Borough Council 
Importance of Self-Isolating 
We understand that parents and carers are keen to keep their children back in school, but it’s very important 
that we keep going with the right behaviours. 
If there is a suspected or confirmed case of Covid-19 in your household, you must all stay at home for the full 
self-isolation period and children should NOT go to school. 
In fact, you should not send your child to school or college if they: 
 
• Have symptoms or live in a household with someone who has symptoms 
• Have tested positive themselves, even if they do not have symptoms 
• Live in a household with someone who has tested positive, even if that person does not have symptoms 
• Are a close contact of someone who has Covid-19 
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• Are required to self-isolate for travel-related reasons 
 
As a reminder, self-isolate starts from the day of initial contact, plus the 10 full days following this. This is very 
important for stopping community transmission – thank you for your help.  
 

Times Tables Rock Stars 
Each week will be looking for the top earners and most correct answers from each year group. 
 

Year Group Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Weekly Top Earner Pola Isobel Nathan Oscar 

Correct answers Charlotte Isobel Finlay Lauren 

 
Certificates are awarded to the highest earners of the week. The child with the 
most correct answers at the end of each half term will also be awarded a 
certificate. At the moment Charlotte, Isobel, Finlay & Lauren are still in the lead for each of their respective 
year groups but this can change week by week depending on who answers the most correct answers in total 
over the half term so far. Will they be able to hold off their classmates until the end of term? 
 
You can login in to Times Tables Rock Stars here: 
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/15813 
 

Racial Equity 
In next week's values assembly I will be talking about identity (following on from the last week’s where I posed 
the question ‘What do we mean by race?’). I am going to try and explore some of the facets that make up one's 
identity including nationality, ethnicity, culture, language, physical features, as well as more personal features 
linked to family and heritage and linking it to the current UK census.  I’m sharing this with you as there may 
well be discussion among the children and questions asked.  
 
While researching a definition of race I discovered that there isn't actually an agreed and widely accepted 
definition of what is actually meant by race. This maybe because there is no bio-genetic justification for racial 
categories as such, distinctions are social constructs that reflect societal attitudes and beliefs of the time.   
 

Message from Inclusion Governor: Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion 
The School and Governors have been abhorred to learn of the fate of Sarah Everard from the news in recent 
weeks and prioritise on the safety of our pupils. We do not tolerate infringement of any of the nine protected 
characteristics (age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, 
race, religion or belief, sex, sexual orientation) and are pleased to report that we have not had cause to escalate 
any instances to WBC for many years. The governors are currently working on refining the school’s strategic 
direction for the next 3 years and part of this has been a commitment to ensure that EJS is an inclusive school.  
We have set up 2 working parties to support this work. The Inclusion working party includes a mixture of 
governors and school staff and has a specific focus on SEND, children with English as an additional language 
and our disadvantaged pupils.  The Equality and Diversity working party looks more widely at how other 
protected groups are being supported and included within the school. There is also a lead governor for both 
Inclusion and for Equality and Diversity. 
Some of the things we have done so far/are doing to support this work: 

• School’s policies have and are being reviewed with equality and diversity in mind, ensuring that no 
group is at a disadvantage based on the policy. 

• Mandatory Equality and Diversity training for all governors to ensure that there is a mutual 
understanding.  
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• All governors have completed an unconscious bias test looking at race and plan to repeat this annually 
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/selectatest.html  

• The cohort governors have gathered pupil’s views on equality and diversity (including questions about 
race, religion, gender and disability) to gain a better understanding as to where the school is currently 
at with their work on Equality and Diversity.  

• Further training on inclusion for the whole governing body is currently being planned.  

• The school and governors have attended and presented at WBCs round tables on racial equity. 

• Equality and diversity are on every committee and FGB agenda, with relevant focus for each committee. 
It is an ongoing conversation and is always considered relevant to discuss and probe.  

• Mr Usher is asked to report to the governors every half term of any incidences of prejudice which the 
school has recorded.  

• The school library and curriculum are currently being reviewed to ensure there is fair representation of 
all groups of people and new resources are being purchased where required.  

As a governing body we are committed to the ongoing work to ensure we as a board are as inclusive as possible 
as well as supporting the school to be truly inclusive. We recognise that this work is ongoing and something 
that will never leave our agendas. 
 

Online Safety  
Impact on quality of life, physical and mental health and relationships – Do you and your children know how 

to identify when online behaviours stop being fun and begin to 
create anxiety? It’s important for both adults and children that 
there is a balance between time spent on and offline. Helping 
children to evaluate critically what they are doing online, why 
they are doing it, and for how long (screen time) is a key step in 
ensuring that there is an appropriate balance. There are 
technologies that can help us to manage our time online, 
monitoring usage of different apps etc and even how much time 
we spend looking at the screen. Discussion can help children 
(and adults) to consider quality vs quantity of online activity. We 

all need to consider if we are actually enjoying being online or just doing it out of habit, due to peer pressure 
or the fear of missing out.  Helping children to understand that time spent online gives us less time to do other 
activities which can lead to some of us becoming physically inactive. It’s worth exploring the impact that 
excessive social media usage can have on levels of anxiety, depression and other mental health issues in an age 
appropriate way, explaining that isolation and loneliness can affect all of us and that it is very important to 
discuss their feelings with an adult and seek support and help.  

 
Playstation Messages is available on the Playstation console or mobile app which allows you to 
manage your PS4 or PS5 and use messaging features. You can buy, download and install games 
onto your console from the app as well as follow news and announcements from your favourite 
games. You can also connect with others around the world on the PS4, PS5 or via the app using 

chat messaging and voice chat. Official age rating 18+ 
Our overall rating for PlayStation Messages - Average 
PlayStation Messages is the communication feature available on a Playstation console. It lets you speak to 
friends and people you don’t know through text and audio chat. 
You should be aware that privacy settings aren't switched on by default. This means that unless you change 
their settings, your child could easily speak to or be added as a friend by someone they don’t know. You should 
make sure to switch the privacy settings on to help keep your child safe. 
You might also want to explore setting up a Family Manager account to help you manage how your child spends 
time on the app and PlayStation console. 
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To find out about the latest apps, games and social media sites your children may be interested in or already 
accessing go to: https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/  
 

Accelerated Reader 
 We have now levelled all of the children and assigned them a Reading Book 
within a reading range in which they will be suitably challenged and make 
progress. We then assess a child's understanding of each book they read by 
giving them a short, fun 'quiz' to do on a computer as soon as they finish it. 
Sometimes a child will whizz through a book but not actually understand 
what they have read. This system helps us ensure that we can support the 
child in developing all reading skills rather than just speed or stamina. 
 

However, we have noticed that a few children may have been assigned an initial reading level which is too easy 
for them and does not align with the teacher's prior knowledge of their reading ability. (This could be that the 
child rushed the Star Reading test or skipped questions which they could actually answer, or that they were 
having 'one of those days'). In these cases, teachers will re-assess the child (using a short computerised 
multiple-choice test) to generate a more accurate reading level, or direct children to books at the higher end 
of their reading range. 
Accelerated Reader is designed to motivate, engage and challenge our children and help them make progress. 
The key to its success is around pupil choice - so that they choose books they are interested in within their 
reading range. Within each range, there is a wide-range of books now available in the library so all children 
should find something that appeals. 
Accelerated Reader is part of a bigger project at Emmbrook Junior School to foster enjoyment, progress and 
success in reading. Your feedback is always welcome. Class Teachers are your best port of call about questions 
relating specifically to your child or please contact Miss Scales with any general feedback or questions. 
 

Ofsted Parent View 
In advance of any possible visit from Ofsted in the coming year, it 
would be useful if parents could give their feelings about the school 
via Parent View. Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted 
what you think about your child’s school, from the quality of 

teaching to dealing with poor behaviour. https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

 
The survey can be completed at any time; you don’t have to wait until the school is being inspected. We only 
ask that if you do have any issues you raise them with us first so that we have a chance to address them.  
 

Parent Consultations 
Parent Consultations will be taking place on the 30th and 31st of March. Due to Covid-19 and the recent return 
to school we will operate a very similar system to last term with consultations taking place virtually via Teams. 
Bookings went live this week and will be open until Friday the 26th of March. Please try to make your booking 
by this time.   
Staff have taken time to assess the children and start to map out the areas to develop. As a school we will be 
making curriculum adjustments that move the children forward and prepare them for the next academic year.  
As mentioned last week, the conversations with teachers this time around will need to be more of a two-way 
dialogue with parents sharing their perceptions of their child’s needs and teachers giving an idea of the 
misconceptions they have seen and agreeing a way forward.  
I know many parents (although not all) will want to know if their child is on track to reach (or exceed) the 
expected standard by the end of the year, some may be, others not, but after only a few weeks of face to face 
learning teaching staff will not be in a position to accurately make this distinction and for some children remote 
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learning may have been less successful than for others. We will be focussing on ensuring the children are as 
prepared as possible for the next stage in their schooling, be that moving to the next year group or 
transitioning to secondary school. 
 

Rapid Lateral Flow Testing 
Members of households, childcare or support bubbles of school staff and pupils can access rapid lateral flow 
tests.  
From 1 March 2021, if you’re a member of a household, childcare bubble or support bubble of staff or a pupil 
you can get a twice-weekly test: 

• through your employer if they offer testing to employees 
• at a local test site 
• by collecting a home test kit from a test site 
• by ordering a home test kit online 

 
Please note that these tests should not be used if someone is displaying symptoms of Covid-19. If someone in 
your household is showing symptoms please book a PCR test. 
  

Dates for your Diary 
w/b 22nd March 2021 – Parents of children with IPPs will be contacted to arrange a review meeting over the 
next two weeks (if you have an IPP review meeting there is no need to also book a parent consultation) 
30th March 2021 – Parent Consultations via Teams 
31st March 2021 – Parent Consultations via Teams 
1st April 2021 – Last Day of Term (2pm finish – after school club will run to 4:45pm) 
Summer Term 
19th April 2021 – First day of Summer term 
3rd May 2021 – May Bank Holiday (school closed) 
31st May 2021 – Spring Bank Holiday (school closed) 
7th June 2021 – INSET Day (school closed to children) 
Saturday 3rd July 2021 – PTA Summer BBQ - 12pm to 3pm – save the date! (Please note corrected date!) 
15th July 2021 – Sports Day (TBC) 
16th July 2021 – End of Year Reports out 
19th July 2021 – Report Consultation Meetings 
21st July 2021 – Last Day of Term 
  

At Emmbrook Junior School we are: 
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