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Message from Mr Usher 

Hello all, it seems like we’ve only just welcomed all the children back to face to face 
learning and next week is the end of term. I know the PTA have some plans brewing 
and have an Easter fundraising activity ready for next week. We are having a non-
uniform day on the last day of term to raise funds for the Reading Summer House 
project that Mr Fisher is spearheading, please keep clothes sensible and weather 
appropriate but otherwise wear what you like and bring in a pound. A very big thank 
you to those families and businesses that have already made generous donations to 
this project and others.  
Next week looks set to be quite busy with parent consultations taking place – all be it 
virtually. Today is the deadline for making an appointment and links will be sent out 

on Monday from the admin team for the meetings for each class.  
Thank you to those parents who have expressed their support for the school either to me on the gates or via 
email. We appreciate the challenges all our families are facing and we are doing all we can to ensure that the 
children are able to learn as safely as possible.  
One of our neighbours has let us know that they have rescued a child’s mountain bike they found in an 
alleyway off Dorset Way. The frame markings are ‘apollo – spector’. If it belongs to your child please contact 
the admin team who can share contact details for the good samaritan and hopefully get the bike back to its 
owner.  
I hope you enjoyed my appearance in the Wokingham Borough Magazine, I wish they’d made it clear that I 
was reading with my son at home, hence the lack of social distancing. While I have enjoyed the support of 
many professional colleagues since joining Emmbrook Junior School almost a year ago I have been particularly 
touched by how welcome the community have made me feel.  
Thank you to you all – have a great weekend.  
 

Times Tables Rock Stars 
Each week will be looking for the top earners and most correct answers from each year 
group. 

Year Group Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Weekly Top Earner Deepika B Eleanor M Lillia S Oscar Z 

Correct answers Pola D Eleanor M Aidan T Lauren J 

 
Well done to this week’s winners. Who is going to get the half term certificate for most correct answers? 
These will be awarded on the last day of term.  
You can login in to Times Tables Rock Stars here: 
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/15813 
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Racial Equity 
This week we’d like to draw your attention to a mentoring program aimed 
at South Asian women aged from 16-21: https://www.forwardculture.co/  
What they do - ForwardCulture is a social initiative focusing on the 
empowerment of South Asian women, founded by Aaminah and Seetal of 

TWO-BROWNGIRLS. Having established their online platform for over a decade, they decided it was time to 
focus on making real and personal changes in the communities around them.  
 

PTA - Silver Smarties Challenge 
Dear Parents/guardians, 
The PTA are organising an Easter treat (a tube of 
Smarties) for all the children, which will be given out on 
Thursday 1st April. Over the Easter break the children 
can decorate their Smarties tube and then be 
encouraged to complete chores and tasks to earn 20p 
pieces to fill up their tube.  
Maybe you might be lucky and get a cup of tea, breakfast 
in bed or even a foot massage! 
Smarties tubes should be returned to class w/c 19th 

April. (Participation is of course optional 😊 – you still 
get the Smarties). 
 
Thank you for your continued support - Emmbrook 
Primary Schools PTA 

 

Online Safety  
Online vs. offline behaviours - People can often behave differently online to how they would act face to face. 
Discussion with children could include how and why people can often portray an exaggerated picture of their 
lives (especially online) and how that can that can lead to pressure to live what is seen as a perfect life on 
social media. It is important to know and understand that these representations of peoples’ lives are curated 
and not a true reflection of how the vast majority of people actually live, discussing how and why people are 
unkind or hurtful online, when they would not necessarily be unkind to someone face to face. 
 

Signal is a messaging app similar to WhatsApp that lets you chat one to one and in group 
chats with your phone contacts via text, audio and video call. You can also share images, 
videos and files. All communication made through the app is end-to-end encrypted.  
Official age rating = 13+           Overall rating for Signal = Poor 
Signal is rated 13+ but they do not ask users to verify their age. There are also no parental 
controls available. Be aware, Signal is end-to-end encrypted, meaning only the sender and 

recipient can see the message. This makes it hard to report inappropriate behaviour on the app. 
There are also some other features you should watch out for: 
Disappearing messages – you can send messages that disappear after a set period of time. 
Invite links – you can invite someone to join a chat via a link instead of using a mobile number. 
Group chats – you can have group chats with up to 1,000 people. 
Sealed sender – hides the identity of the sender. 
 
To find out about the latest apps, games and social media sites your children may be interested in or already 
accessing go to: https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/  
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Gallery 
 

   
 

   
 Year 5 designed and made their own aphids this week.  
 

Ofsted Parent View 
In advance of any possible visit from Ofsted in the coming year, it 
would be useful if parents could give their feelings about the 
school via Parent View. Parent View gives you the chance to tell 
Ofsted what you think about your child’s school, from the quality 

of teaching to dealing with poor behaviour. https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

 
The survey can be completed at any time; you don’t have to wait until the school is being inspected. We only 
ask that if you do have any issues you raise them with us first so that we have a chance to address them.  
 

Parent Consultations 
Parent Consultations will be taking place on the 30th and 31st of March.  
Due to Covid-19 and the recent return to school we will operate a very similar system to last term with 
consultations taking place virtually via Teams. Bookings closed today – if you were unable to make a booking 
please contact the admin team ASAP. 
Links for the Teams meetings will be shared on Monday. 
  
As mentioned previously, the conversations with teachers this time will be more of a two-way dialogue with 
parents & carers sharing their perceptions of their child’s needs and teachers giving an idea of the 
misconceptions they have seen so far and agreeing a way forward.  
I know many parents (although not all) will want to know if their child is on track to reach (or exceed) the 
expected standard by the end of the year, some may be, others not, but after only a few weeks of face to face 
learning teaching staff will not be in a position to accurately make this distinction. Given the nature of 
learning this year and at the end of last year many children may no longer be on track to reach or exceed age 
related expectations by the end of the year. We will be focussing on ensuring the children are as prepared 
as possible for the next stage in their schooling, be that moving to the next year group or transitioning to 
secondary school. 
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Asymptomatic Rapid Lateral Flow Testing  
Members of households, childcare or support bubbles of school staff and pupils can access rapid lateral flow 
tests. These tests are for adults and secondary aged children and should only be used for asymptomatic 
testing.  
Public Health England have advised there are currently limited public health benefits attached to testing 
primary pupils with lateral flow devices. Primary age pupils may find the LFD testing process invasive and 
unpleasant and are unable to self-swab. 
 
From 1 March 2021, if you’re a member of a household, childcare bubble or support bubble of staff or a pupil 
you can get a twice-weekly test: 

• through your employer if they offer testing to employees 
• at a local test site 
• by collecting a home test kit from a test site 
• by ordering a home test kit online 

 
Please note that these tests should not be used if someone is displaying symptoms of Covid-19. If someone 
in your household is showing symptoms please book a PCR test. 
  

National Updates from WBC  
Making a Support Bubble with Another Household: here (updated 24 03 21) 
This guidance has been updated to clarify rules on eligibility for bubbles, providing care and support, and 
advice on self-isolation.   

• Being in a support bubble does not stop you from forming a childcare bubble. Your support and 
childcare bubble do not have to be with the same household. However, you should avoid seeing 
members of your childcare and support bubbles at the same time, to limit the risk of spreading 
coronavirus. Unlike a support bubble, you must not meet or interact socially with your childcare 
bubble. 

• The guidance includes a list of reasons you can leave home, such as providing care for vulnerable 
people, attending a support group or providing respite care. You are not required to form a support 
bubble to provide these types of care, or carry out these activities. 

• A link has been added to the guidance on rapid lateral flow testing for households and bubbles of 
school pupils and staff (here) 

 
Making a Childcare Bubble with Another Household: here (updated 24 03 21) 

• This guidance has been updated to clarify rules on eligibility for bubbles and advice on self-isolation. 

• You can only use a childcare bubble for childcare. You cannot use a childcare bubble to mix with 
another household for any other reason. This means you cannot use a childcare bubble to meet 
socially with another household. 

• The childcare bubble only continues while there is anyone aged under 14 within that bubble. A 
childcare bubble cannot be formed or continue if the only children in the bubble are aged 14 or over. 

 

What Kids and Parents Need to Know about Vaccines and COVID-19 
One of our parents was kind enough to share the link below (thank you Dr Benson), which includes some 
useful educational resources around Covid-19 and vaccines. The link has been shared with staff and could 
be useful in answering any questions children may have about the virus and the vaccines they are hearing 
so much about in the media.  
 
https://www.bayer.com/en/news-stories/how-vaccination-fights-covid-19-stem-experiments-kids 
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Dates for your Diary 
30th March 2021 – Parent Consultations via Teams 
31st March 2021 – Parent Consultations via Teams 
1st April 2021 – Last Day of Term & Non-uniform day for £1 donation to Reading Summerhouse project  
(2pm finish – after school club will run to 4:45pm) 
 
Summer Term 
19th April 2021 – First day of Summer term 
3rd May 2021 – May Bank Holiday (school closed) 
31st May 2021 – Spring Bank Holiday (school closed) 
7th June 2021 – INSET Day (school closed to children) 
Saturday 3rd July 2021 – PTA Summer BBQ - 12pm to 3pm – save the date! (Please note corrected date!) 
15th July 2021 – Sports Day (TBC) 
16th July 2021 – End of Year Reports out 
19th July 2021 – Report Consultation Meetings 
21st July 2021 – Last Day of Academic Year 
  

At Emmbrook Junior School we are: 
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