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Hello from Mr. Usher 

Hello everyone, what a week! We have been liaising with the Infant School about how we 
can implement a safe phased return of pupils from the 1st of June. We are currently 
planning for Y6 to return in some capacity from the start of next half term but only if we 
can do so in a way that is safe for all concerned. Thank you to those Year 6 parents that 
have completed the (non-binding) return to school survey and all the parents that have 
taken the time to email the school with their concerns. I’m sure you appreciate that the 

more information we have, the better able we are to prepare. The guidance from the Department for 
Education and the government has been updated on an almost daily basis this week which has made 
effective planning a challenge to say the least but we will only open the school to more children if we 
believe it is safer to do so. We will continue to share information with you as it becomes available and 
this may mean that at times newer information will supersede previous messages. For this I can only 
apologise and ask that you continue to show the patience and understanding that you have done 
throughout this difficult time.  
 
In order to be as clear as I can for the moment, we are planning to open the school to Y6 pupils in some 
form from the 1st of June, this may be part time or full time but at present we simply can’t be sure. The 
provision for Key Worker children in the Key Hub club will continue as it is for the moment although we 
may need to alter provision for some children in vulnerable groups if circumstances require. We will 
continue to work closely with the Infant school and will endeavour to mirror the arrangements there to 
reduce confusion and of course to our utmost to keep everyone informed. What I can categorically tell 
you is that if at any point I feel that the children and staff here are not safe then I will not hesitate to 
revert to the current provision. I realise that there are still many unanswered questions at the moment, 
and I know this is frustrating for all of you.  
 
Finally, I hope you enjoyed our most recent post on Twitter, I’d like to thank the pupil concerned for his 
contribution, it certainly brought a smile to my face. Enjoy the weekend and stay safe. 
 

You said… we did! 

We have had requests from parents asking for the week’s home-learning to be available on Teams before 
Monday morning in order to help families prepare. This request was also raised through our Parents’ 
Forum. We are pleased to say that we are able to do this from now on. We have asked teachers to upload 
the English and Maths work onto Teams by Friday of each week. Spelling lessons and Learning Journey 
lessons will continue to be uploaded on Monday mornings for now.  

 



Parents Forum Meeting 
Thank you to all the parents that contributed to the parents that contributed to the Parents’ Forum. It 
was a productive and meeting and we will be starting to action many of the points raised as soon as 
possible. Thank you in particular to the parent reps for giving up their time to take part in the forum. 
Once the minutes of the meeting have been agreed they will be shared in the usual way.  
 
We as a school are aware of and understand many of the challenges families are facing, in particular with 
home learning and we will try our best to take on board the many useful suggestions that have been put 
forward. As always, our message remains that we only ask that the children do what they can, when they 
can. We will be looking to supplement activities with ’optional extras’ for those that need additional 
stimulation and will be giving class drop-ins more of a focus to make the meetings more purposeful.  
 

A message from Thames Valley Police 
With the situation that we are all facing in light of COVID19 virus, we want to take the opportunity to 
update you with regard the current position of Thames Valley Police, particularly in relation to 
safeguarding our children. During this period of COVID 19 lockdown children and young people are 
increasingly using social media. There are positive aspects to this but also challenges. TVP have launched 
a media campaign which highlights some of the safeguarding issues that this increased use can bring. The 
key messages highlighted in the campaign are as follows: 

For children: 

 Don’t be afraid of coming forward and speaking to a parent, carer, guardian, teacher or other 
trusted adult. 

 The Police are here to help and support you – you will not be in trouble. 
 Know who you are talking to on-line. If something doesn’t feel right – tell someone. 

Key messages for parents: 

 Trust your instinct for signs, you know your child better than anyone 
 Have your children suddenly become very secretive? 
 Are they sad or withdrawn but won’t say why? 
 Do they seem distracted? 
 Do they have sudden mood swings? 
 Are they unable to switch off from their phone or social media? 
 Have open conversations with children about their internet usage. 
 Use parental controls and seek guidance from the available free resource. 

TVP is strongly advocating for information on staying safe the use of the NCA CEOP website www. 
thinkuknow.co.uk – this contains links to advice for children at different age groups, parents/carers and 
professionals including teachers. 

Spoonyville 
Have you paid a visit to the ever-expanding Spoonyville yet? If not, do 
stop by next time you are out for a walk. You will find Spoonyville just 
in front of the school gate at the top of the drive. The residents are all 
rather peculiar looking but will definitely raise a smile! If you can spare 
a wooden spoon, please join in the fun and make your own character 
to join the rest of the Spoonyville crew! 
 
 



PTA Fundraiser 
As you know, Mr. Theobald has pledged to run at least 5K a day to raise money 
for Emmbrook PTA during May! Mr. Theobald has been very concerned that due to 
lockdown, some of our main PTA fund-raising events this term have been cancelled. 
Both the Infant school and the Junior school rely heavily on the money we raise 
through our joint PTA events in order to enhance the curriculum provision and 
learning opportunities we offer. This is another chance to say THANK YOU to all of 
you for your generosity so far. He has now raised just under £1500!  If you would 
like to donate, please follow the link below. 
 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/emmbrookpta?utm_term=V8yY7gbPx 

 

Could you guess the biscuit? 

Last week, Miss Scales challenged you to a biscuit themed quiz. How many did you get right? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VE Day Gallery 
The staff have loved looking at all of the colourful VE day photographs you have been sending in. We 
thought we’d share them with you. It looks like you all had a wonderful time celebrating in very 
creative and delicious ways! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stay safe and have a great weekend. 
 


