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Aims of the Session
• To share the improvements we have made to the teaching of Writing 

and the research behind it.
• To understand why we changed our approach to teaching spelling 

and what we now do.
• To familiarise you with the NC expectations of punctuation and 

grammar (and give you a sneak peak at some typical test questions.)
• To share how we develop reading skills and a love of reading 

through the use of high quality books.
• To equip you with ideas and strategies to support your child at 

home with English.
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Here comes the Research bit…

Seven recommendations 
to improve literacy 
teaching for 7-11 year 
olds

(Based upon extensive 
research and school studies.)

1) Develop pupils’ language capability to support their 
reading and writing

2) Support pupils to develop fluent reading capabilities
3) Teach reading comprehension strategies through 

modelling and supported practice
4) Teach writing composition strategies through 

modelling and supported practice
5) Develop pupils’ transcription and sentence 

construction skills through extensive practice
6) Target teaching and support by accurately assessing 

pupil needs
7) Use high-quality structured interventions to help 

pupils who are struggling with their literacy



Writing



How do we help your child                                   
develop their writing skills?

Writing for an 
audience and clear 

purpose

Spelling Lessons 
and personalised

word lists

Early morning 
tasks to practice 

SPaG

Writing every day

Develop proof 
reading and editing 

skills.

Three week units 
tightly linked to 

National 
Curriculum

Cross Curricular 
Writing 

Opportunities

High quality 
examples Handwriting focus

Modelling



Whole School Writing Journey



What do Writing lessons look like?

Experience 
or stimulus

High quality 
example

Specific teaching 
of grammar and 

punctuation

Guided 
planning and 

writing

Proof-
reading and 

editing

Self and Peer 
Evaluation

Regular 
Proof-

reading

Independent 
Writing

Writing 
Checklist

Supported 
Planning

Teacher 
check

Editing 
Stations

Teacher 
Assessment

Final ‘Polish’
Publishing 

Opportunity



The importance of modelling



Proof Reading

for spelling, punctuation and accuracy.

Spelling 
mistakes

Missing or 
incorrect 

Punctuation

Missing or 
repeated 

words

Tense or 
pronoun 

errors



Editing and Improving

is when you assess the effectiveness of your 
(or someone else’s work) and make changes 
to improve the quality.

PAT Cohesion
Precise and 
ambitious 
vocabulary

Style and 
variety



Self-Evaluation Writing Checklist



Challenge and Support

Support

• Live modelling

• Scaffolds

• Purpose of each paragraph

• Example text

Challenge

• Edit and improve – quality not quantity

• Plan the direction of their writing

• Move away from the live model

• Apply their writing skills in new contexts



Spelling



Getting it write wright right!
Why did we change

our spelling programme?
What did we

want to achieve?

• Children were not transferring 
their spelling skills or applying 
patterns and rules to written 
work.

• Children were not retaining 
new spelling knowledge over 
time.

• One 1hr Spelling Lesson a week, 
often taught by a different 
teacher. 

• Children taught together by class teacher.

• A focus on Spelling Patterns, Rules and Exceptions, word roots 
and origins.

• Emphasis on spelling strategies and on learning to learn!

• Investigative and exploratory approach.

• Link between spelling and writing 

• Independence promoted through ‘Have a go’ and self 
corrections.



The ‘No Nonsense’ Approach

Why did we choose ‘No Nonsense Spelling’ instead?

• Tried and tested spelling programme tightly linked to National 
Curriculum.

• A teaching guide full of ideas and strategies – allows flexibility.

• Builds upon high-quality phonics teaching.

• Deliberate and purposeful practice plus low stakes dictations leads to 
long term memory gains.

• Three spelling sessions a week.



Here comes the Science bit…



‘Have a go’ sheet



How do we assess spellings?

• Ongoing assessment through application of spelling 
rules and patterns in writing.

• Informal quizzes and dictation within class.
• Start of every term – tested on statutory NC words to 

generate personalised spelling lists that are used for 
home learning and for in-class practice.

• End of every term – tested on twenty words within 
context of a sentence as part of our NFER English tests.



Spelling Strategies



How can you support your child at home?

• Encourage your child to use a range of strategies to help them 
learn their spellings at home. 

• Take away the pressure from the learning.
• Have a go!
• Choice of three.
• Practise using a dictionary at home / dictionary games.
• Give them opportunities to proof read any writing they do at 

home. (Reading backwards is a great trick as it isolates words 
from their context.)

• Squeebles App



Grammar and Punctuation



National Curriculum Expectations

•The National Curriculum for English places an 
emphasis on vocabulary development, grammar, 
punctuation and spelling. (SPaG)

• In 2014, expectations were raised for each group 
with many aspects being taught at least a year 
earlier now than in the previous curriculum.

•Pupils are expected to recognise and use the 
grammatical terminology appropriate to their 
year group. 



How would you punctuate this sentence?

a woman without her man is nothing

Two possible ways to punctuate the sentence giving two 
different meanings:



How would you punctuate this sentence?

a woman without her man is nothing

Two possible ways to punctuate the sentence giving two 
different meanings:

A woman, without her man, is nothing.

A woman: without her, man is nothing.



Year 3 and Year 4 pupils are taught to:



Year 5 and Year 6 pupils are taught to:



Learn to love playing with language

Change the emphasis:

She took all of my money.



Examples of test style questions

We formally assess the children through a test 
once a term.

The children are given test style questions as ‘low 
stakes’ early work in order to take away any fear 
and to get accustomed to the format.



Reading



How do we help your child                                   
develop their reading skills?

Book Talk

Comprehension

Reading strategies

Story time

Cross-curricular 
reading 

opportunities
Shared reading

Promoting a love 
of reading

Using the library

Reading aloud

A range of high 
quality books



Whole School Book Map

Let children access books and 
vocabulary above their pay 
grade.

Pullman and Ted Hughes

Helen Keller and Morpurgo

Almond and Shakespeare

Scott and Palin

A place for poetry, non-fiction 
and picture books



What do Reading lessons look like?

• High quality book used each half term (linked to Writing Unit and 
Learning Journey)

• Three sessions a week
• Children read independently as well as developing comprehension, 

inference and deduction skills and broadening vocabulary.
• Weekly comprehension lesson where the children practise answering 

a range of different question types.
• Where needed, decoding skills will be taught.
• The teacher will use these ongoing assessments to reach a termly 

judgement against NC criteria and what the child's next steps are.



Book Talk

Ideas and 
thoughts

Understanding 
meaning

Skills and 
interpretation



Benefits

• Enables some quality discussions about what is being read. 

• Learn to write responses in a structured and effective way 
underpinned by evidence in the text. 

• Focus on acquiring new vocabulary.

• Develop ability to predict, explain and summarise.

• Experience of asking/answering different types of questions 
(literal/inference/deduction/opinion)



Pupil Testimonials – Lower School

Year 3
“I like reading and I like writing so 
Book Talk combines two of my 
favourite things.”

“Sometimes there’s challenging 
questions and they make you think 
about what you’re reading. I like 
that.”

“I like Book Talk because it’s making 
me more collaborative. I like talking 
about the book with other people.”

Year 4
“It's fun because you read the book 
and then have to answer hard 
questions.”

“I like reading the books and 
challenging myself to find answers 
to the questions.”

“I like the sentence stems that we 
use to answer the questions as they 
help me to explain my thinking.”



Pupil Testimonials – Upper School

Year 5 Year 6
“Book Talk is very interesting 
because we’re learning to use new 
vocabulary each session.” 

“I like Book Talk because we’re 
getting to read interesting books, 
ones that I would never have 
picked.” 

“It helps us focus our minds when 
looking at the text and also helps us 
with our writing.”

“It helps you think about how you 
construct your sentences.”

“It is good because it makes us think 
about books in a more in-depth way.”

“Working and talking in groups helps 
us to look at the books in greater 
detail and hear other people's ideas.”



Reading at Home

Do: Don't:
• Make it fun!
• Encourage and praise your child.
• Nudge your child to bring books 

home from school.
• Keep reading aloud to your child.
• Talk about the book you are reading 

together.
• Read regularly with your child.
• Ask a range of questions.
• Provide challenge and exposure.

• Force your child to read.
• Cover any pictures.
• Dwell too much on mistakes your 

child may make – give words if 
necessary to allow a flowing reading.

• Make comparisons with the progress 
of other children.

• Continue if your child loses focus or 
interest.

• Focus too much on level or colour.



What the Experts say…

‘Children who read for pleasure are 
likely to do significantly better at 
school than their peers, making 
greater progress in mathematics, 
development of vocabulary and 
spelling.’
Sullivan & Brown, Social inequalities in cognitive scores 
at age 16: The role of reading, 2013

‘There is a difference in reading 
performance equivalent to just 
over a year's schooling between 
young people who never read for 
enjoyment and those who read for 
up to 30 minutes per day.’ 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development , 20o9

“The single biggest predictor of high academic achievement and high SATs 
scores is reading to children. Not flash cards, not workbooks, not fancy 
preschools, not blinking toys or computers, but Mum or Dad taking the
time every day or night (or both!) to sit and read them wonderful books.”
A Magical Childhood.



What do we want to develop?

• Further promoting a love of reading in many different ways.

• Inspiring a culture of reading through the use of our library.

• Oracy – the art of communication.

• Writing for a real purpose e.g. newsletter, letters etc.

• Develop writing opportunities across the curriculum.



Handouts

Any questions?


