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We’re all in the same storm!
Meet our Stakeholders
Carys is currently an Assistant Headteacher at Ysgol Gyfun 
Gwynllyw, a Welsh medium comprehensive school in 
Pontypool. She leads on curriculum during this very exciting 
time and has established a working partnership with 2 other 
comprehensive schools in order to collaborate in developing 
a curriculum that is both enriching and vibrant whilst also 
encompassing students of all abilities and interests. Carys is 
also a member of a team of school leaders focusing on the 
curriculum regarding primary – secondary transitions. The 
aim of the project is to ensure continuation with regards to 
skills and academic progress.

“We’re all in the same 
storm, but everyone’s boat 
is different”.  The phrase 
has been reiterated many 
times during this global 
pandemic and as we 
welcomed our students 
back to the school this 
month the chasm between 
certain students appeared 
more pronounced than 
ever. 
Whilst distributing laptops 
and dongles to the homes 
of students during the 
spring, it became apparent 
that for some learners 
the storm was prolonged 
with devastating effect. 
Unfortunately, digital 
equity was only one facet 
of the academic and 
emotional inequality 
experienced by our young 
people.

As an English teacher, the new terms and expressions have 
intrigued me; from the overused “unprecedented” to “new 
normal” and the rather misleading “social distancing”. 
Working in a Welsh medium school we swiftly had to coin 
a Welsh term for “blended learning”. We selected “pleth 
ddysgu” which literally translated means “plaited learning” 
(possibly inspired by the extremes some of us had gone 
to in order to conceal our white hairs and unkempt 
appearance)! Our weekly Professional Development tasks 
for the teachers and teaching assistants during lockdown 
involved researching the merits of synchronous and 
asynchronous teaching, experimenting with platforms 
such as Google Meets and the various functions of Google 
Classroom and developing our use of low-stakes retrieval 
platforms such as Kahoots to monitor the progress of our 
students and to sustain engagement.   
Autonomous learners  thrived during this time and the 
challenge ahead is to encourage all students to become 
independent learners who can evaluate their own 
endeavours, recognise gaps in knowledge or skills and 
address those issues. 
Schools have survived this storm; there has been 
some damage but strategies were adopted swiftly by 
practitioners to limit the harm caused. Indisputably, 
teachers expanded their skills sets in a very rapid fashion!


