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Her previous blog posts have focussed on education in Wales, 
but since moving abroad in August 2019 her most recent post 
considers the Covid-19 virus and what this may mean for 
current students and education in the future. 

It’s been a long while since my last post and lots 
has happened since then! I now find myself living 
in Dubai, working as a senior leader in education 
and currently playing my part in one of the world’s 
biggest stage shows, “The Coronavirus Pandemic”.

During the past month or so it feels like I have 
been working harder than ever, along with 
colleagues across the world, to completely 
overhaul a school-based education system into 
the virtual world of home schooling. And never 
have I been prouder to work in this profession. 
Teachers and schools have adapted in a moment’s 
notice to continue providing their students with 
the knowledge, skills and understanding that they 
need for their futures. And this last bit got me 
thinking…a lot!

The future. What does it look like? Did we have 
a better idea before this Covid-19 crisis? Has it 
changed forever now? What does this mean for 
education moving forwards?

In my role as deputy headteacher, I have a 
responsibility to oversee the curriculum in my 
school, and when planning our curriculum, we 
have to fully address “lifelong learning skills”. It 
has become one of those catch phrases that pops 
up all over the place in the world of education. 
Employers speak of the disconnect they find in 
graduates with academic qualifications, but not 
the right skills or mindset for the workplace; 
inspectors tell us that lifelong learning skills are 
one of the most forgotten aims of education; 
governments instruct us to include 21st Century 
(C21st) learning skills in all lessons to equip 
students for an ever-changing world. And quite 
frankly this is a difficult job to do at the best of 
times.

Naturally, us teachers have talents in our own subject areas and 
with professional training we can effectively pass these skills on to 
our students. That is teaching. But how realistic is it to expect us to 
successfully pass on life skills? Is it actually possible to be able to 
equip the next generation with the skills they need for jobs that don’t 
even exist yet? Can we ever be sure we are adequately preparing 
students for a future world that is so very unpredictable?

And this is where things get interesting! It seems to me that the 
Covid-19 virus has achieved in a few weeks what educators have 
been trying to achieve in years. Take a moment to think about it…

The top 10 C21st skills are: Critical thinking; Creativity; Collaboration; 
Communication; Information literacy; Media literacy; Technology 
literacy; Flexibility; Leadership; and Initiative

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to work out how and why the above 
skills have been vitally tested and highly evidenced during this 
pandemic so far. But add to that the other trendy words in education 
these days – “resilience”, “grit”, “independent research”, “enquiry-
based learning”, “emotional intelligence”, “empathy”, “curiosity”, 
“risk-taking” … the list goes on. The list of human qualities and wider 
skills that are crucial to us all in surviving and coping with these 
unprecedented times is the same list that equips people to lead 
satisfying lives for as long as they live. What is that phrase again? Oh 
yeah, “lifelong learning skills”. There you go.

What I have witnessed from both colleagues and students recently 
has been nothing short of remarkable. I am confident that as time 
goes on, we will all continue to step up, evolve together and face the 
further challenges that undoubtedly lie ahead.

Another thing I am certain of (and this is a message for all those 
students who cannot sit exams and for their parents who are 
worried about what this will mean) is that ‘Generation Covid-19’ has 
experienced the most invaluable lessons. Lessons far more powerful 
than any examinations can teach. Generation Covid-19 will indeed 
have the skills to ensure that not only they, but all of us will be better 
off on the other side of this.


