
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DESIGN BRIEF  
 

COMPETITION AIMS 

 

The intention is to create a multi-purpose flexible building to be used as a Dynamic Exhibition 

Space 

 

In advance of today’s competition you will have received – and should have read - an 

Information Pack, which was designed to assist you prepare. 

 

For Creative Spaces 2010 you have an opportunity to create a striking building that will have 

equally important internal and external spaces. Views to and from the site are also important. 

 

The building should be totally or partially self sustaining in terms of energy use, be accessible 

for all and will be capable of being used from early morning to late at night. 

 

Your task is to design a building that looks great and will attract lots of visitors and 

tourists. The completed structure should have an exciting and dynamic appearance (but 

bear in mind that it will have to get planning permission). 

 

 

THE SITE 

 

The site has a north/south orientation and is situated immediately next to a river with a 

strong current. Access to the site is from a public footpath that runs parallel to the river and 

is separated from the site by a canal. 

 

To the east side of the site is an existing building. It consists of three storeys excluding its 

roof. This is an industrial building of historical importance and because of its heritage it must 

be retained, but you should ignore any existing doors and windows that it presently may have. 

 

To the north side of the site was situated another industrial building that used to store drums 

of oil and sheets of asbestos, but this has been demolished. It was built of stone and brick 

walls with cast iron columns, oak beams and flooring and a slate roof. The stone, beams and 

columns have been left at the site. If possible, some of these materials should preferably be 

re-cycled for use in the new construction. 

 

To the west of the site is a small nature reserve. 

 

 

 
 
 



The new building does not have to stop at the water’s edge but there are restrictions as to 

how far it may project over the river. The limit of projection is noted on the site plan 

 

The local planning department have some concerns about the choice of external materials given 

it has a very important setting. 

 

Also think about an appropriate name for the Exhibition Space. 

 

EXHIBITIONS 

 

For the launch event building the owners would like to include exhibition spaces for:- 

 

- High performance sports cars (you do not have to build the cars…) 

- Digital technology equipment 

- A fashion show  

 

 

ACCOMMODATION 

 

Your layout for the Exhibition Space should be designed to include the following: 

 

- Reception Area and Shop 

- Cafeteria 

- Toilets  

- 3 Exhibition Spaces  

- Landscaped garden (if space allows) 

 

The finished building should preferably be no more than two levels high plus a roof 

 

  

COST 

 

You have a construction budget of £500,000.  

 

The attached cost spreadsheet provides an indication of the cost of building materials. Choose 

these wisely as you need to calculate the cost of constructing your building.  

 

 

PROCEDURE & COMPETITION REQUIREMENTS 

 

Competitors are required to: 

 

1. Provide drawings (floor plans and external views) to illustrate the layout of the 

Exhibition Space and its main design features. 

2. Prepare a budget construction cost for the Exhibition Space.  

3. Build a 1:50 scale model of the Exhibition Space 

4. Provide a short presentation explaining your design ideas for the Exhibition Space 

including some thoughts about the significance of the site and your approach towards 

reducing the impact on the environment. 



 

 

GETTING STARTED 

 

1. Read the Design Brief very carefully: what are you being asked to do? – make sure you 

understand 

2. Take time to think about your design ideas – but do not rush  

3. Decide amongst the members of your team who is doing what 

4. Sketch out what the building will look like – and make sure you are all happy with it 

5. Work out the sizes - make sure you can afford your design! 

6. Prepare the design drawing – should it be coloured? 

7. Think about your talk – and be sure you know which of you will address the other 

competitors 

8. Build the model – think about the scale but be creative and innovative 

9. Check that your design complies with the brief 

10. Tidy up and return to the auditorium for the final presentation – have you rehearsed? 

 

 

SCORING 

 

The judges will be looking for the presentation that provides the most imaginative and 

appropriate and ‘creative’ design solution  

  

The marking by each of the four judges will be scored as follows 

 

Design Idea…..20 

Quality of the Model ……15 

Quality of the 2 minute presentation……10 

Accuracy of the Costings……5 

 

This will give a total of 50 marks per judge.  

 

 

GOOD LUCK!! 
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