
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The Space at Dundee College 
 
16 April 2008 
 
 

DESIGN BRIEF 
 
The intention of the Challenge is to use your imagination to create a new multi purpose 

building for use by schools in the community. Its main purpose would be to create an all 
weather classroom for use by 20 students and one teacher and other support facilities in a 

rural woodland setting located on an island with an easy link to the mainland.  
 

The building will be used by different schools during weekdays for normal class work but it 

will also be accessed for day trips at the weekend where it will be used as a base for other 
outside activities such as hill walking, climbing, football, fishing and canoeing. The intention 

would be to allow students to ‘escape’ from the normal pressures of school life, provide a 
creative environment in a peaceful setting within easy reach of ‘the great outdoors’. 

 

The site for the building has stunning views to the south and east but at least part of the 
building would benefit from being above the ground floor to take full advantage of its 

location. A river flows by the site. No trees should be felled as part of the building works. All 
the materials necessary to achieve this objective will be provided for you. 

 

Your design for the extension and the model should preferably be constructed to a scale of 
1:50. The drawings you have been provided with are already drawn to that scale. 

 
Various representatives from the Design Professionals and the  Construction Industry will also 

be available to lend a hand with whom you can consult at any time. 
 

Your 2 minute presentation should be given by a maximum of two individuals per school and 

should consist of:- 
 

 A brief introduction 

 A drawing which illustrates what the plan of building will look like 

 A model  

 A completed spreadsheet that will, explain in general terms how your costings were 

arrived at. 
 

Spreadsheets will be provided that illustrate indicative costs of building materials. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The judges will be looking for the presentation that provides the 
most imaginative and appropriate and ‘creative’ design solution  
 
The marking by each of the four judges will be scored as follows 

 
Design Idea…..40 

 

Quality of the Model and the Drawing……30 
 

Quality of the 2 minute presentation……20 
 

Accuracy of the costings……10 

 
This will give a total of 100 marks per judge. 

 
 

ACCOMMODATION 

 
The accommodation that needs to be provided is as follows:- 

 
Classroom  

 
This should be large enough to accommodate seats and desks for 20 students and one 

teacher, with audio visual and presentation facilities 

 
Adequate storage 

 
There should be openable doors and windows with access out onto a viewing platform. 

 

Art Room: This will be next door to the classroom with a linking door to the classroom and 
would be used for model making, painting and other ‘messy’ activities 

 
Gallery Space: This should be in the main entrance area and will be used to display 

student’s work 
 

Social Space: for breaks from classroom activities but also for relaxing if the weather (at the 

weekend) is inclement. This should have a small kitchen/servery for serving snacks and 
drinks 

 
Quiet Zone: Where a small number of students (say 6) can read or work. It should be 

distanced from the Social Space 

 
Office: Off the entrance area which can be used by the local ranger when the building is not 

being used by the schools 
 

Changing Rooms (male and female): Separate accommodation to be provided for each 

 
Toilets (male and female): Special provision should be made to designing toilets and 

showers which are smart and modern but which must also be vandal resistant. You must 
illustrate how this will be achieved. 

 
Storage and Drying Area: for boots and hanging waterproofs 

 

Garage: To park the school bus with a separate space for storing canoes 
 

Garden: BBQ area  



 
 

 
 

OTHER ISSUES TO CONSIDER ARE:- 
 

 

Sustainability: As far as possible the building should be self sustainable in terms of water, 
lighting and heating and it should be naturally ventilated. There is a vast supply of timber 

from trees that have fallen in the wood. 
 

Access for All: Every part of the new building should be accessible to those with mobility 

difficulties 
 

Materials: The local Planning Department will have to be consulted to ensure the building’s 
design and choice of materials are sufficiently sensitive given to its location and woodland 

setting.  
 

Internally the building should be bright, light and colourful but the finishes should be able to 

withstand wear and tear. 
 

Bridge: A simple single span bridge will need to be constructed from the mainland to the 
island for access by pedestrians only. 

 

Parking: The school bus can be parked nearby without needing access to the island. 
 

Name: The building should have a name which is simple and concise and describes the 
Creative Outdoor Environment (and the island) on which it will be located. 
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