
 

 
 
Eco-house of the Future Competition: BRIEF: 7 May 2009 
  

Background  
 
There is now considerable scientific evidence showing that climate change is a serious and 
urgent issue. Much of the UK’s carbon dioxide emissions - a major cause of climate change - 

come from the energy we use to heat, light and run our homes. Therefore it is vital to ensure 

that the homes of the future are built in a way that minimises the use of energy and reduces 
these harmful emissions. 

 
The way our homes are built and used also impacts on the environment in other ways; for 

example through water use, waste generation and the use of polluting materials. These 

environmental impacts can be significantly reduced through good design practice. 
  

Competition Aims 
 
You have to design a four bedroom Eco House for Mr and Mrs Green and their two teenage 

children which: 
 

1. Minimises the use of the fossil fuel energy and avoids any unnecessary waste or pollution.  
2. Provides a high quality of life for the Green family and is sustainable, energy efficient and 

healthy). 

3. Fully accessible for all. 
4. Looks great! (but bear in mind that it will have to get planning permission). 

  
The house should be around 250m² located on a site of the competitor’s choice near fictional 

Loch Tranquil (refer to the attached location plan) and can be on one or two levels. The local 
planning department have some concerns about the choice of external materials given that 

the house will be located in is a very rural setting. Also think about a name for the house. 

 

Accommodation within the House  
 

 Lounge 

 Dining Room 

 Kitchen and Utility Room 

 4 bedrooms (2 with own bathrooms)  

 Bathroom 

 Study and Relaxation Room 
 Storage Space 

 Conservatory 

 External Swimming Pool 

 Garage for 2 cars plus 4 bicycles 

 
Procedure 

 
Competitors are required to: 

 

1. Build a 1:50 scale model of the Eco House on your chosen site (there are three options). 
2. Provide a short statement explaining your design ideas for the house including some 

thoughts about your chosen site and your approach towards reducing the impact on the 
environment. 

3. Provide drawings (floor plans and external views) to illustrate the layout of the Eco House 

and its design features. 
4. Prepare a budget construction cost for the Eco House. 

 



 

 
 

 

Scoring 
 

The judges will be looking for the presentation that provides the most imaginative 
and appropriate and ‘creative’ design solution  

  
The marking by each of the four judges will be scored as follows 

 

Design Idea…..40 
Quality of the Model ……30 

Quality of the 2 minute presentation……20 
Accuracy of the Costings……10 

 
This will give a total of 100 marks per judge.  
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