
COST

You have a construction budget of £640,000. 

The attached cost spreadsheet provides an indication of the cost of 
building materials. Choose these wisely as you need to calculate the 
cost of constructing your temporary building. 

CONTEXT

The site is generally flat and will soon be surrounded on two sides by 
modern city buildings. 

Open views towards the River Tay will be available.

The prevailing wind is from the south west.

An underground stream runs below the site.

All normal building services (gas, water and electricity) are available.

OTHER THINGS TO BEAR IN MIND

The theatre could be open 24 hours a day

It should look stunning at night time as well as during the day

This construction should also complement the scale of the Royal Arch

As far as possible - the building should be sustainable in terms of the 
materials used in its construction and the energy it uses.

NAME

Your temporary theatre should have a name - think about what that 
might be.

Remember - It is near the River Tay and will be adjacent to the V&A. 
It is a temporary theatre that will promote the talent of people of 
this part of Scotland. It is intended to be a very creative design and 
in partnership with Dundee Repertory Theatre.

BRIEF

Tiny Travelling Theatre, London
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PROJECT BRIEF

Today you have to design a temporary travelling theatre.

This will be located at the new Central Waterfront in Dundee and will embrace the 
historic and future architecture of Dundee, led by the forthcoming V&A Museum of 
Design.

INTRODUCTION

The Central Waterfront in Dundee is being re-designed to provide new public spaces, 
housing, arts and entertainment facilities, cafes and restaurants. 

Dundee has always been an important Scottish port and its relationship with the 
River Tay has always been crucial to its success. Over the years many of it’s under 
used docks were eventually filled in and the 'land' was reclaimed for other uses.

In 1853, this location was home to the Royal Arch, commemorating Queen Victoria 
and Prince Albert’s visit to Dundee.

To mark the future completion of the new public open green space to the rear of the 
Caird Hall a timber replica of the Royal Arch is to be constructed on the lawn. In 
addition a temporary building is also required in this location providing a flexible 
performance space which can be used for a major arts event.

The major arts event will take place in Dundee in 2016. Being a temporary building 
intended to last for 2 years before being moved to another city - it will NOT -
require planning consent. You can therefore let your creative imagination run wild!!

When complete it will showcase the very best in architectural design (the building), 
provided by talented people in Dundee, Perth and Kinross, Angus and Fife (the 
people) and feature dance, music art and fashion (the product).

YOUR DESIGN

In advance of today’s competition you will have had access to – and should 
have read - a series of Information Packs, which were designed to assist 
you prepare.

For Creative Spaces 2014 you have an opportunity to design a temporary 
travelling theatre building which is to be connected to the timber replica 
of the historic Royal Arch and draws inspiration from the new V&A and 
the surrounding area.

Your design should be dynamic and creative. The theatre can include 
outdoor spaces but the main performance space must be weather and 
sound proof. The building should embody sustainable design principals and 
as such you should consider using sustainable power sources and ways to 
reduce the amount of energy used to build and operate the theatre. 

As the building is a temporary installation it should be designed to be 
quickly constructed and then easily taken apart when it needs to be 
moved. 

All parts of the building should be accessible to people with physical 
disabilities and adults and children of all ages.

In addition to the preparation of design drawings, your team will be 
required to produce an outline schedule of costs for your design and 
construct a scale model to illustrate the finished product. It is a busy day!

Your teacher can only assist you for the first forty minutes or so. Then 
you are at liberty to approach any of the Creative Spaces helpers who will 
be available to assist you.

REQUIREMENTS (refer to additional information over page)

Internal Spaces:-

1. Main entrance

2. Entrance reception and box office (where tickets are purchased)

3. Display area to promote other events

4. Cafe and drinks area to accommodate public waiting to see an event

5. Public toilets

6. Large performance space to seat up to 400 people on bench seating

7. Back of house dressing rooms, showers and staff toilets

8. Rehearsal room - also used for theatre workshops

9. Stores for costumes and props

External Spaces:-

Parking for two large delivery trucks (and access into the building)

Victoria Royal Arch  

Dundee Waterfront 2016

Dundee Waterfront 1853



BRIEF

2. Theatre in the  Round 
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THEATRE AREAS to help with your design USEFUL THEATRE TERMS

Auditorium The part of the theatre in which the audience sits

Box Office The place where the tickets are sold

FoH Front of House – anything which happens on the audience side of 
the curtain

Greenroom A room backstage in which the actors can sit and relax before, 
during or after a show

Stage Door The entrance into the theatre for everyone involved in the show

Backstage Part of the theatre behind the stage

Scene Dock Backstage area for storing scenery

Set The scenery for a particular show

Wings The sides of the stage, out of sight of the audience

Ark Nova Concert Hall

Public WCs
40m2 approx.  

Dressing Rooms 
and Staff WCs
40m2 approx.  

Rehearsal Room
40m2 approx.  

Performance 
Space and 
seating
400m2 approx.  

Reception & 
Box Office
30m2 approx.  

Cafe
30m2 approx.  

Display Area
30m2 approx.  

Main 
Entrance
10m2

approx.  

Stores
20m2

approx.  

Truck Parking 
126m2 approx. 
or 18m x7m 

STAGE DIAGRAMS

1. Procenium

3. Thrust stage format

4. Traverse stage format

TEMPORARY PERFORMANCE SPACES  

Concert Hall L’Aquila Portavilion Khor Theatre

5. Promenade

STAGE TYPES

1. Procenium - The traditional picture frame type of stage

2. Theatre in the Round - A performance where the audience sits on all sides of the stage

3. Thrust - A stage which projects out into the auditorium

4. Traverse - A stage where the audience faces each other

5. Promenade - Performance with no set seating for audience


