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DESIGN BRIEF 
 

The intention of the Challenge is to use your imagination and design and build a small 
extension to the common room/social area of a fictitious part of your school for the use of S2 

pupils. 
 

All the materials necessary to achieve this objective will be provided for you. 

 
The budget for the project will be in the region of £100,000. Another £20,000 is available to 

purchase such items as curtains/blinds, lights, furniture, a television, pool table and stereo 
system. 

 

Spreadsheets will be provided that illustrate indicative costs of building materials and this 
should be given careful consideration in your presentation. The cost of the new extension 

should in the region of £1250 for every m2. In other words, if the size of your proposed 
extension is to be 3m x 4m, then you might expect the cost to be in the region of 12 x £1250 

which would be £15,000. 
 

It is not necessary to design the extension or build the model to an exact scale. The drawing 

you have been provided with however is to a scale of 1:50. 
 

You may consult the architect (Sandy), quantity surveyor (Graham) and building contractor 
(Andy) who will be in attendance for the duration of the Challenge, for assistance at any 

time. Mel and John from Construction Industry Training Board and others will also be 

available to lend a hand. 
 

Your 2 minute presentation should be given by a maximum of two individuals per school and 
should consist of 

 A brief introduction 

 A drawing indicating a plan, and a cross section through the building, ideally in colour 

 An indicative sketch of what the extension will look like, ideally in colour 

 A model (you need only build the shaded area of the existing building) 

 A completed spreadsheet that will, explain in general terms how your costings were 

arrived at. 
 

 

 
 

 
 



The judges will be looking for the presentation that provides the most imaginative 
and appropriate design solution within the available budget. 

 
The marking by each of the three judges (Graham, Andy and Doug) will be scored as follows 

 

Design Idea…..40 
 

Quality of the Model and the Drawing……30 
 

Quality of the 2 minute presentation……20 
 

Accuracy of the Costings…….10 

 
This will give a total of 100 marks per judge, 300 in total. 

 
The Brief 

 

The common room to be extended, is at the end of a corridor in the school wing. It has a 
small servery and kitchen, which can be re-used if required and a storeroom that is now 

redundant. At present the room can accommodate 40 S2 pupils, but it has been agreed that 
this should be increased to cater for another 25.  

 
As well as the building of an extension, the interior of the enlarged new room will need to be 

tastefully considered incorporating your design ideas.  

 
The new extended room is to be used during school hours for general recreational purposes 

but occasionally after hours for studying and further education. It must therefore potentially 
be multi-functional. 

 

The Head Teacher has agreed suggested that the room will require a lot of natural light, to 
be comfortable and relaxing but using materials that are robust enough to withstand the 

wear and tear of school use. 
 

Other things to think about are………..The existing common room is single storey in height 

with a pitched roof. It has been built in such a way that the external walls to the South and 
West can be removed without the need for any structural (and expensive) works. There is a 

small pond nearby and a tree, which was planted by the Head Teacher’s mother only 5 years 
ago, in the lawn on which the building sits. 

 
The site is flat and has panoramic views to the North and West. 

 

Are you ready? Go for it and enjoy yourselves!! 
 

 
 


