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MINUTES COMMUNITY RESOURCE & MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE       

WEDNESDAY 18th MARCH 2020 7.00pm Corwen Sports Pavilion  

Present: Cllr Carole Derbighshire-Styles, Gordon Hughes, Edwin Jones, Debbie Jones, - under extraordinary 
circumstances the Cemetery Committee members remained to partake in the discussions, particularly for agenda 
item13. 
R.147 Apologies for absence:  Cllrs Chris Jones and John Rostron - Though Cllr Rostron was included via video 

conferencing due to special measures that can be looked at for the duration of COVID 19/see agenda item 13. 

As Cllr Chris Jones was not present Vice Chair of CR&M took the seat – all agreed  

R.148 Declaration of Interests statement taken as read.   
R.149 Members are invited to declare personal or prejudicial interests in items of on the Agenda: none.  
R.150 Public Participation Session-  Sally Lloyd and Helen Counsel representing SDCP- unscheduled request for 

assistance and financial support for COVID 19 newsletter and to join volunteers. SL pointed out that 
unfortunately it is still very early days in the emergency planning stage and although SDCP have been awarded 
a grant of £450,000 for Social inclusion they did not seem to have the financial resources at present to float 
their embryonic ideas for assistance in the community. CDS asked several pertinent questions re CRB checks 
and other safety aspects, Helen Counsel assured the council that all this was still in planning stage. Cllr Gordon 
Hughes pointed out that the Town Council had already been in touch with GP surgery and Cysgod y Gaer 
offering assistance and services but we do not have a method, at present to fund SDCP.  GH offered to act as 
liaison and that as soon as SDCP could give firmer ideas of what financial aid they were seeking and exactly 
what it was that they were looking for from the Town Council. It was agreed that Town Council would then try 
to find some money from any underspend in this year’s s137 budget. SDCP did not give GH a day or time but 
offered to contact him as soon as they knew when they would be meeting, which would probably be this 
coming Friday. CDS explained that we have had no guidance on how to deal with this from DCC, thanked the 
pair for coming and they then left @19.25. There was then a short discussion about other groups in the Wards 
who were also doing this sort of organising and that they had not asked for funds yet, but if they should and 
all our contingency budget was spent with one already well funded oragnisation it would be very unfair on the 
two village hall groups which were also organising. It was decided to look at it through finance committee over 
the next few days and when GH had found out more, or SDCP had a clearer idea of what they actually 
intended to do or what they wanted money for. ACTION: GH 

Also present, Martin Lyons and John Billington, representing Corwen Football Club, to discuss agenda item 7. 
R.151 Approve the Minutes of the last Community Resource & Management Committee meeting. After short 

discussion over subsequent actions to meeting and for clarification of the reasons why Clerk had proceeded 
with more detailed concerns than recommended by Committee (better described as matters arising) and 
misunderstandings cleared up. In future if an action is proposed the meeting MUST give the Clerk time to 
record the action correctly and read it back before proceeding to next agenda item. Proposed by JR and 2nd 
CDS approved unanimously as a true record of the meeting. ACTION: PH publish 

R.152 Clerks Report on ACTIONS REGISTER: as above. 
R.153 Planning Application from The Football Club: Mr Lyons outlined three objectives that he felt the club 

wanted to secure from Town Council. 1) a 10 year lease. 2) The stand to be built by August season start. 3) The 
War Memorial Park to be suitable for FAW to approve as stadium for tier three football, or they will have to 
ground share with Bala, which they do not want.  

The Club again offered reassurances that the Planning authority were in complete support of their application, 
contrary to an email from planning that The Clerk and Chairman of the meeting read out. Mr. Lyons insisted that 
the plans that he had forwarded to the Council are the exact same ones as the ones sent in by the planning 
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applicant, which they cannot be as one is hand drawn by persons unknown and the other are CAD drawings by 
Architectural company and are available on DCC planning website for comparison for all to see. Mr. Lyons 
confirmed again that the stands would be available to any other park users to hire through WMP and that he 
would be pushing for a ten-year lease agreement from the Town Council. CDS pointed out that it was not possible 
because there is already a lease issued to WMP and they would be the only ones with whom he would have to 
negotiate. Clerk pointed out the 99 year lease agreement stated no subletting and that she was sure WMP would 
have to take legal advice. Mr. Lyons said that The CFC would put in for retrospective planning/building consent 
order or if CTC did so CFC would reimburse the Council. He also said that CFC would reimburse the Council for any 
additional insurance that the CFC would incur on CTC behalf, and pay for the hedge that he now believed would 
be a part of the planning consent, to be bought and planted, but that they would not be doing this themselves. He 
also offered to pay more towards the hire of the Park/Pavilion facilities.  CDS thanked them for attending and they 
left at 20.15 after further discussion it was agreed that Clerk would email the planning officer, Luci Duncalf to say 
that we agree with her advice which follows and which was:   
“With regard to the existing stand, I would advise you submit a Lawful Development Certificate for existing use in 
order to regularise the situation which should satisfy the insurers.  With regard to the current application, I am still 
waiting for a final response from the Town Council as to whether they object or support the application. They also 
have the option to suggest planning conditions are attached should they wish. Given the response from the AONB 
Committee and general support from the football community, we are looking to support the application with a 
condition around additional planting to the rear hedge behind the new stand.” ACTION: PH to email accordingly 
R.154 Commuted Sums Grant – update. And discussion for Consultation was now delayed due to COVID 19 but 

clerk informed those present that there were two bids and one was our own so it was very difficult to make 
our own observations without showing bias. ACTION: PH to talk to Amy Selby re questions from JR. 

R.155 Progress on A5 traffic calming NWTRA etc. consultation: This was on the agenda at JR request last 
Ordinary Council meeting. PH read out statement and return email from Roads and National Assembly 
thanking for CTC in-put. 

R.156 Planters – Progress: Ground to halt because of COVID 19. Planters need moving out of PH neighbor’s way. 
ACTION: PH and hopes CJ to assist. 

when are we going to put them up? – COVID 19 in the way. 
R.157   EMERGENCY PLANNING: Long discussions over legality of video conferencing Proper Officer seeking legal 
advice and OVW and SLCC etc. and will keep all in touch as much as she can. It was agreed that in these special 
circumstances we cannot leave everything to the Clerk alone and that a Chairman needs appointing. This may be 
only up until the AGM. Then we appoint again. Proper Officer pointed out that interpretation of Standing Order 
11, though clumsily worded, clearly states that Casual Vacancy of Chair is where we are at present so, just like 
coopting mid-term for councillors we can co-opt to fill the Casual Vacancy of chairman. It is very up in the air at 
present as to whether we will be able to hold an AGM in May, and it may have to be delayed – again awaiting 
ruling from Welsh National Assembly Government, therefore imperative in her view to do something. It is a very 
fluid and rapidly moving situation in this time of crisis. Suggested we need a “COBRA” of our own and chairs of 
committees act as cabinet. GH was nominated to be chair until AGM can be held. SO 11, last sentence reads:  

“11. A Chairman shall, at the Council’s annual meeting, be elected from among its members and, unless he/she 
resigns or becomes disqualified, shall continue in office until his/her resigns or becomes disqualified, shall continue 
in office until his/her successor’s becomes entitled to act as such (i.e. following his/her successor’s election to that 
office at the next annual meeting of the Council or being elected to fill any casual vacancy for Chairman that may 
occur sooner)” which is interpreted as allowing GH to be casual vacancy for chair. Proposed by DJ, seconded by EJ 
and approved by all present. The discussion moved on to the cabinet level of further decisions if meetings cannot 
be held in person, and if then it was not legal to hold video conferencing either. It was agreed that there is no 
precedent set and no guidance from any authority so far, Clerk read out One Voice Wales advise at present that  
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“ MANAGING RISKS TO THE COUNCIL - We would recommend that local councils consider different scenarios and 
what actions might help mitigate any risks to the council. This will vary for individual councils and it may be that 
no specific actions or changes are required. As examples: 
• It may be helpful to review your scheme of delegation to ensure it is fit for purpose and would ensure 
minimal disruption to the work of the council if councilllors are not able to attend meetings and committees. For 
example, you may wish to consider if certain decisions could be delegated to the clerk, in consultation with the 
chairman and vice-chairman, as a contingency plan in case council meetings are postponed due to the 
coronavirus.”      It was felt that our scheme of delegation adopted last year at the AGM covers this satisfactorily. 
“• You may wish to review critical functions or services and consider how these would continue in the case of 
staff absence. 
• You may have local residents with queries about coronavirus, in which case we would advise you signpost 
them to government information and advice as highlighted above.” We will do this via our website 
“WHAT DOES THE LAW SAY ABOUT HOLDING COUNCIL MEETINGS? 
There are a number of statutory meetings and deadlines that apply to local councils – you can find out more about 
these from your county association or by reading the Legal Topic Note attached. There has been no change to 
legislation or government guidance to amend these statutory duties. – some has since come 
Where the law does not provide for a particular scenario (e.g. the holding of the annual council community or 
town meeting outside of the statutory timeframe, if the government advises against meetings being held) we 
would be guided by the government as to what should happen. We will be engaging with government on this and 
a range of other issues and will keep you updated on any developments. 
WHAT ABOUT THE FINANCIAL YEAR-END? 
After the completion of accounts at the close of the financial year (31 March), they must be certified by the 
council's responsible financial officer (RFO), considered and approved by full council by no later than 29 June, and 
published by 30 September. If a planned full council meeting is not able to approve the accounts e.g. the meeting 
is not quorate due to councillor absence, then an extraordinary council meeting can be called at a later date as 
long as it is within this timeframe. If councils are concerned about potential delays they may wish to consider 
approving the annual accounts as early as possible, for example, at an April meeting rather than waiting for the 
May/June meetings. One Voice Wales will be liaising with the Wales Audit Office to keep an eye on the situation 
and will advise accordingly on developments. – more advice to follow from Wales Audit Office, NALC, SLCC and 
OVW awaited on this. Clerk and Chairman to keep councilors abreast of the situation in a weekly “newsletter” via 
email messaging. 
SUPPORTING LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
Local councils are ideally placed to inform and support residents as they already do in so many spheres — from 
assisting during flooding and other emergencies to supporting vulnerable or lonely people. And this will almost 
certainly be the case in the current situation. One Voice Wales considers there is a potentially big role for 
community and town councils during the current period, keeping an eye on vulnerable people and encouraging 
new volunteers to come forward to help. We are assessing the implications of this week’s budget and other 
announcements and will keep you informed. -hence proposal for GH will liaise with SDCP on Friday. 
For floods etc. Where are we with the lorry container for sand bags etc? postponed until after COVID 19 
Government issues and advice for Epidemic in the community: long discussion re how video conferencing and 
other ways of “virtual meetings” clerk and GH will keep an eye on the govt advice OVW NALC SLCC and DCC and 
keep feeding information via email main council group, as to what can and cannot be allowed for legal decisions. 
AS GH is to be Chairman, it was felt that, although OVW and Monitoring Officer do not see a reason why he should 
step away from Finance Chair, the Vice Chair is CDS, but CDS felt that she could not act as a cabinet member 
because she may be far too busy as a retired nurse/NHS official and as she will be looking after family so that her 
daughters who work in NHS will need her. The only finance member “present” was JR who volunteered to assist if 
needed via electronic communication if needed. This was gratefully accepted as a compromise by all present. 
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To summarise, if necessary a “cabinet” of the chairmen of the committees and council chairman (of council 
Gordon Hughes), the chairman of CR&M (Chris Jones), the chairman of cemeteries (Debbie Jones) and the 
temporary acting chairman of Finance(John Rostron) plus the Clerk would either meet in person or via video 
conferencing to make urgent decisions. These would be notified to the rest of council via email and then ratified in 
person when we can next all meet. The Clerk will keep a very clear record of all decisions made. “Virtual” 
Meetings by video conferencing will be called just as the “in-person” meetings are called now and minutes will be 
recorded and circulated via email, also as they are now. Above all we MUST abide by the Laws of the Land. 
ACTION: GH to circulate this decision to all members asap and be responsible for keeping “Standards”. 
R.158   Christmas 2020 Organising Lights - Progress. Postponed for the time being 

R.159   Public meetings and consultations, community plan. Delayed due to COVID 19. Amy Selby will be 
keeping us in the loop 

R.160   Date of next Committee Meeting to be agreed. – postponed until end of pandemic crisis  

 

APPROVED AS BEING A CORRECT RECORD BY:                                    

                                               

 

CHAIRMAN: ………………………………………………………………………            DATE: ……………..……… 

 

 

COUNCILLOR: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

ACTION REGISTER:                                                                              Responsibility:  Date: 

Min no ACTION  done yes   no NOTES 
R 150 GH to attend sdcp meeting when he is invited GH    
R 151 Publish minutes etc. PH    
R 153 Planning response and application for certificate PH Luci email  Tim Northeast 
R 154 Communicate with Amy Selby PH    
R 156 Move planters PH/CJ    
R 157 Try and organise a meetings protocol 

Consult and keep records/take legal advice. 
PH/GH   OVW, NALC, SLCC, 

Wales Audit Office, 
WAG, DCC 

      
      

 


