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VIDEO EXCLUSIVE : 

  

The Redwood Interview 

 
 

Part One 
 

 

In an exclusive and wide-ranging interview for CIBUK.Org and Facts4EU.Org , 
the Rt Hon Sir John Redwood MP provides his forthright thoughts on the 
multiple policy challenges now facing the government while the Conservative 
Party goes about the business of electing a new leader – and Prime Minister.  

 

 

CIBUK (https://cibuk.org/) – the longest-established organisation for 

independence, freedom and democracy in the UK – is delighted to bring this 

exclusive interview with the former Cabinet Minister to the attention of our followers. 

The summary is below and the  full report is now available here. 

 

 

If you wish to unsubscribe from this newsletter, please click " unsubscribe" at the bottom of the page.  

In a call to arms, the former Cabinet Minister urges the government to slash 
red tape and taxes and make good on its promises at the 2019 General 
Election to re-galvanise Britain and make it fit for purpose to meet the 
challenges and opportunities which now lie ahead of us. 
 
   

 
VIDEO INTERVIEW - PART ONE 

 
In the first of a two-part interview in which he pulls no punches, Sir John gives us his 
thoughts on the government’s post-Brexit agenda and his frustration at the lack of progress 
across a range of related policies. 
We provide a link to the full interview below, and beneath it a summary of the key points he 
raises. 
 
(Live link below): 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPyjUplbpMk 
 
 
 

 
 

https://cibuk.org/sir-john-redwood-interview/
https://cibuk.org/
https://facts4eu.org/news
https://cibuk.org/
https://cibuk.org/
https://cibuk.org/
https://cibuk.org/sir-john-redwood-interview/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPyjUplbpMk
https://cibuk.org/
https://cibuk.org/sir-john-redwood-interview/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPyjUplbpMk


 
 
 

1. On delivering Brexit 

 
“We’ve scarcely started, it’s very disappointing…” 
 
On the government’s progress to date, Sir John is withering in his analysis, citing 
immediate required action in two areas:  
 

• NIP legislation to ensure a proper internal market system between NI and UK 
• Win back control of our fishing grounds 

 
‘Timid Treasury’ 
 
He is highly critical of a hide-bound Treasury which still appears in thrall to its 
former master. Examples include:-  
 

• An unwillingness to back the UK and diverge on EU-VAT related policy 
• Reluctance to devise a new agricultural policy around subsidy and support 
• Slow to recognise free-trade deals outside Europe 
• Unwillingness to promote home-grown food production for fear of upsetting 

environmental lobby 
• Slow to roll out Free Ports - still awaiting proper tax cuts to enable them to flourish 

 

 
2. On the domestic agenda 

 

Tax and spend? 

 
As a proto-Thatcherite, Sir John is clear that both taxes and expenditure should be 
reduced.   
The government could lead by example, and reduce the size of the Civil Service:  

• Through natural wastage and re-deployment 
• Improved allocation of responsibilities 

 
"Fewer taxes and lower rates"   

 
• Cut National Insurance rise in flagrant breach of its 2019 General Election 

manifesto 
• Cut VAT across a range of products especially green products and domestic 

energy 

• Corporation Tax should not be increased. Self-defeating, deters investment 
• To attract investment leading to growth 

 

 
3. EU Regulations 

  
“I think we can do a lot more than we have done to date.” 
 
From agriculture to Northern Ireland to fisheries, Sir John had a lot to say. 
 
Sir John’s suggestions include:  
 

• Scrapping the EU ports regulation because there is no need to keep it in place 
• Scrapping EU legislation in the art market which has diverted business to New 

York, away from both the UK and the EU 
• Scrapping the fisheries policy and repatriating the industry back to the UK as soon 

as possible 
   



 

 

 
 
 
 

In Part Two tomorrow: 
 

What price John Redwood in a Truss administration? 

  
• In Part Two Sir John also answers questions on energy, housing, immigration and 

defence. 
• Our Chairman asks Sir John if he would consider a role back in Government under 

(what is expected to be) a Liz Truss administration. 
   

You don’t want to miss this tomorrow! 
  

 

 

OBSERVATIONS 

 

The CIBUK.Org and Facts4EU.Org teams are grateful to Sir John Redwood 

for giving up his time for this interview. 

 

He was so forthcoming and very frank on so many issues that we decided to 

split the video into two parts.  

   

 

For the full report click here: https://cibuk.org/sir-john-redwood-interview/ 
 

 

For editors and journalists 

  
The full report is now available here. 
  
CIBUK media contact: Ben Philips Communications Director,  +44 7947 751982 
ben.philips@cibuk.org. 
  
To contact one of CIBUK’s Officers the email is admin.office@cibuk.org.  We are 
happy to provide more information. 
 
 
 
About CIBUK: The Campaign for an Independent Britain (CIBUK) is a non-party political 
campaigning organisation of people from all walks of life. It is the UK’s longest-running membership 
organisation for freedom, democracy and independence. 
  
Founded in 1969, for over 50 years the CIBUK has made a significant contribution in campaigning 
on issues important to the majority of our population and in securing our exit from the European 
Union. Now it’s time for the next chapter. 
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