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Control of our 

borders?  What Control? 
   

5.8 MILLION EU citizens now in UK, under ‘EU 

Withdrawal Agreement’ 

 

 

A devastating report for CIBUK lays bare the huge rise in numbers as a result of the 

government’s EU Withdrawal Agreement. Aside from the war in Ukraine and the cost 

of living, immigration constitutes the greatest political challenge now facing the UK 

government. 

   

Applications Surge on EU Settlement Scheme Extension 
 

As part of the Withdrawal Agreement, the EUSS provided EU citizens with the right to 

continue to stay in the UK. 

 

The decision to allow applications after the end of June 2021 (which was already a 

deadline unilaterally extended by the UK Government and not reciprocated by the 

EU) saw an additional half million applications being added to the total. 

 

CIBUK (https://cibuk.org/) – the longest-established organisation for independence, 

freedom and democracy in the UK – lays bare the government’s complete failure to 

control the levels of EU migration, in a meticulously researched and devastating 

report. 

  

The summary is below and the full report is available here  

 

https://cibuk.org/
https://cibuk.org/eu-citizens-in-uk/
https://cibuk.org/


 

Breakdown of figures under the EU Settlement Scheme, as at 31 

March 2022 

• Total applications received : 6,271,240 (includes second applications) 

• Total applications approved : 5,777,340 

• Applications received and approved AFTER the deadline : 543,100 (and 

continuing) 

• Only 4% of applications have been refused 

 

From 13,000 to 5.8 million – how did we get here? 

• In 2004 the government’s estimate was that 13,000 EU nationals would come to 

the UK 

• Applications from the new EU accession countries significantly added to the 

numbers 

• Poland and Romania led the way with more than 2 million applications alone as 

of 30 March 2022 

• More than half a million are from Bulgaria and Lithuania. 

• 1.2m applications are from the Club Med countries of Italy, Portugal and Spain 

  

EU Settlement Scheme – additional residency rights swell the numbers 

• The EUSS gives settlement rights not only to EU citizens, but also to those who 

were given residency rights by the EU from other countries. Some of these relate to 

‘family re-unification’ applications, where family members of those granted 

settlement rights can apply to bring over members of their family and dependants. 

 

So-called experts 

Can the British people ever trust an official statistic ever again? 

The disparity between the estimated numbers arriving annually from 2004 and the reality that 

has unfolded every year since is simply breath-taking.  And the effect it has had on public trust 

in our institutions can only be imagined. 

   

And the wider implications? 



 

The numbers entering the country are merely the tip of a very large political iceberg, 

as the report’s conclusion makes clear: 

“Given that the UK’s population has risen by around 10% as a result of the EU’s ‘Freedom of 

Movement’ rules, it is only reasonable to ask whether the United Kingdom’s number of 

hospitals, schools, housing stock, welfare provisions, and all other state services have risen by 

a similar amount.”  

 

For editors and journalists 

  
The full report is now available here. 
  
CIBUK media contact:  Professor Daniel Hodson, +44 7801 233094, 
media@cibuk.org. 
  
To contact one of CIBUK’s Officers the email is admin.office@cibuk.org.  We are 
happy to provide more information. 
 
 
 
About CIBUK: The Campaign for an Independent Britain (CIBUK) is a non-party political 
campaigning organisation of people from all walks of life. It is the UK’s longest-running membership 
organisation for freedom, democracy and independence. 
  
Founded in 1969, for over 50 years the CIBUK has made a significant contribution in campaigning 
on issues important to the majority of our population and in securing our exit from the European 
Union. Now it’s time for the next chapter. 
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