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like most golfers I am really looking forward to 
the ryder cup next month, and I was recently 
lucky enough to have the opportunity to play 
the pGa centenary course at Gleneagles.  

the Gleneagles Hotel itself is designed in 
magnificent ‘French chateau’ style. set in 850 
acres amid gently rolling hills in the heart of 
scotland, the hotel has been known as ‘the 
palace in the glens’ since it opened in 1924. 
the 232 rooms, including 26 sumptuous 
luxury suites, and the newer Glenmor luxury 
lodges are all of the standard expected of a 
five star resort. In addition to the other two 
golf courses, the King’s and the Queen’s, 
outdoor leisure pursuits include shooting, 
fishing, falconry, off-road driving and horse 
riding. there are two indoor swimming pools, 
and the spa provides healing waters together 
with a broad variety of treatments. the four 
restaurants in the hotel and dormy golf 
clubhouse cover a wide range of cuisine to 
suit all tastes.  

But enough about the excellent resort 
facilities, what about the golf? set against 
the backdrop of the trossach mountains, the 
course rolls across an undulating terrain in 
harmony with the natural surroundings, but 
contains elements of parkland, heathland and 
links design. as you would expect of a resort 
of this calibre, the course was in excellent 
condition, the rough was suitably punishing 
and the large rolling mackenzie style greens 

were a delight to putt on, if rather testing.    
It lies just across the a9 stirling to perth road 
from the other courses, hotel, and dormy 
clubhouse and a buggy is a must as there are 
a few treks from green to next tee which are 
quite long. 

I particularly liked there being more than 
one choice of forward tees - in this case the 
reds and the greens – ‘ladies tees’, so I played 
both to truly get the feel for the course. the 
first hole is fairly innocuous, as long as you pay 
attention to the advice of the starter as he sets 
you off in the right direction, but the dogleg 
second started to open up the course and 
bought water into play. 

the par 3 third, named Gowden Beastie 
(Golden Bear – not too sure if this referred to 
local wildlife or course designer Jack nicklaus!) 
is a challenging uphill shot to a slightly 
elevated green, requiring a long enough 
and high enough tee-shot. some other 
appropriately named holes are the crookit 
cratur (twisted and undulating) fifth; mickle 
skelp (small hit … at 138 yards off the reds 
to 201yards off the back tees) par three sixth; 
sidlin’ Brows (succession of undulations along 
the side of the hill) eighth; carn mairg (hill 
of sorrow or difficulty) twelfth; lochan loup 
(leap over the small loch) sixteenth; ca’ canny 
(be careful) seventeenth; and finally the dun 

roamin’ (returning home) eighteenth. a great 
deal of thought must have gone into these 
names and praise is due both for the true 
scottish sense of humour and the conviction 
to use them!

Well I hope this has given you a little insight 
into what awaits the ryder cup teams during 
the last week of september, and if you want to 
follow in the footsteps of the greatest golfers 
in the world, a round at Gleneagles is a must. 
and to make it something special, stay at the 
hotel to ensure your visit is the best it can be, 
embrace the variety of different sports and 
leisure facilities on offer - and enjoy feeling 
like a king, or queen, for the day, at least.
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