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With grateful hearts we say goodbye to St. Mark and his wonderful Gospel. Over the last year, we have sung 
Marks' prayer-song that it will be 'on earth as it is in heaven'.   We have nurtured this Sacred awareness of the 
presence of God in our lives, and have been pulled back to earth with Heavens Agenda.  We are heavens 
children, with the earth in our hands, shaping it into the world God wants. 
 

And now, as we begin 2022, we continue the journey in the company of St. Luke. Take his Gospel close to your 
heart now.  Use it to nourish your prayer and understanding in the months ahead.  The golden thread of Luke's 
Gospel is his unashamed inclusion and exaltation of the poor.  The Parable of the relentless widow  - our theme 
for the year - captures beautifully the ebb and flow of justice and mercy hidden in every Parable, every 
encounter with Jesus.  
 

On this first day of the new year - the first Sunday in Advent - I want to 
invite everyone to enjoy the Season of Advent. It is a precious time of 
preparation for the Great Feast and Feasts of Christmastide.  If we start 
celebrating too early, we might lose some of the depth and resonance 
Advent wraps around the Christmas story, which contain the first hints of 
the Resurrection of the Beloved Son of God. 
 

We don't have to look very far to hear talk that our beautiful world is falling 
apart.  In today's Gospel, the lamps which God hung in the sky to give light 
are sending out alarm signals.  The polluted waters are fighting back, and 
the earth which God raised up in the waters, to give us a place to stand, is 
being reclaimed by oceans which are roaring in pain. We are perhaps more frightened now than we ever were of 
the consequences of the sins we commit on the world.  Perhaps we are reminded of Noah, and are looking for 
rainbows.  Perhaps we are asking, 'Will God keep His promise, even though we keep breaking ours?" 
 

The answer is a resounding Yes! But it is a new Rainbow; and it is the Beloved Son of God.  He appears when 
everything is falling apart.  His Advent banishes fear and His strength empowers His disciples to stand up 
straight.  The Beloved Son of God is the new earth, the new place to stand.  The waters cannot drown Him.  He 
offers Salvation in the midst of a perishing world. 
 

The collapsing world weighs us down. It fills our hearts with anxiety and paralyses us with fear.  There is no 
anaesthetic available for this pain. We try to protect ourselves from being overwhelmed.  But perhaps more from 
being blinded to the deeper reality. If we do not do this we will be sucked in, dragged down, because alone we 
are too vulnerable. 
 

The remedy offered by Jesus is prayer and vigilance.  As we sink our roots into His spiritual landscape, we can 
reclaim that true self which cannot be destroyed.  Hand in hand with the Beloved Son of God we can find a new 
courage, not just to survive but to engage with the endings that are to come.  Far from cowering before the 
powers of destruction we lean into them.  We hold one another through and beyond every ending which invades 
our lives. 
 

It does not matter if the ending is present in Global terms, or Social Terms, Political Terms or even in Personal 
terms.  All we know is that these things cannot be avoided. But Jesus teaches the supremacy of the spiritual 
because it survives whatever history can throw at it.  A beautiful story from the Vedanta illustrates this. 
 

Two birds of golden plumage sat in the same tree.  The one above, serene, majestic, immersed in its own glory; 
the one below restless and eating the fruits of the tree, now sweet, now bitter.  Once it ate an exceptionally bitter 
fruit, then it paused and looked up at the majestic bird above; but it soon forgot about the other bird and went on 
eating the fruits of the tree as before.  Again, it ate a bitter fruit, and this time hopped up a few boughs nearer to 
the bird at the top.  This happened many times until at last the lower bird came to the same branch as the higher 
bird and lost itself.  She discovered, in an instant, that there had never been two birds; only one, serene, 
majestic immersed in glory. 
 

The spiritual instinct at the heart of this Parable  is easy to grasp.  How all that flows and changes and how all 
that does not flow and change come together in the end. The absolute triumphs. 
 

In the most threatening moments of our lives, the Beloved Son of God comes as a protecting shelter who will not 
allow final destruction.  To sit with a pair of binoculars watching for 'Him coming on the clouds of heaven' is a 
wonderfully imaginative portrayal and study of Grace.  But we should not forget, as we begin this new year, that 
He can only do this because earlier, and with a loud cry, 'He breathed His last' (Mark 15,37) 
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CHAPTER 7 continued. 
 

257. Since conditions that favour the outbreak of wars are once again increasing, I can only reiterate that 
“war is the negation of all rights and a dramatic assault on the environment. If we want true integral 
human development for all, we must work tirelessly to avoid war between nations and peoples. To this 
end, there is a need to ensure the uncontested rule of law and tireless recourse to negotiation, mediation 
and arbitration, as proposed by the Charter of the United Nations, which constitutes truly a fundamental 
juridical norm”.[238] The seventy-five years since the establishment of the United Nations and the 
experience of the first twenty years of this millennium have shown that the full application of international 
norms proves truly effective, and that failure to comply with them is detrimental. The Charter of the United 
Nations, when observed and applied with transparency and sincerity, is an obligatory reference point of 
justice and a channel of peace. Here there can be no room for disguising false intentions or placing the 
partisan interests of one country or group above the global common good. If rules are considered simply 
as means to be used whenever it proves advantageous, and to be ignored when it is not, uncontrollable 
forces are unleashed that cause grave harm to societies, to the poor and vulnerable, to fraternal relations, 
to the environment and to cultural treasures, with irretrievable losses for the global community. 
 

258. War can easily be chosen by invoking all sorts of allegedly humanitarian, defensive or precautionary 
excuses, and even resorting to the manipulation of information. In recent decades, every single war has 
been ostensibly “justified”. The Catechism of the Catholic Church speaks of the possibility of 
legitimate defence by means of military force, which involves demonstrating that certain “rigorous 
conditions of moral legitimacy”[239] have been met. Yet it is easy to fall into an overly broad interpretation 
of this potential right. In this way, some would also wrongly justify even “preventive” attacks or acts of war 
that can hardly avoid entailing “evils and disorders graver than the evil to be eliminated”.[240] At issue is 
whether the development of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, and the enormous and growing 
possibilities offered by new technologies, have granted war an uncontrollable destructive power over great 
numbers of innocent civilians. The truth is that “never has humanity had such power over itself, yet 
nothing ensures that it will be used wisely”.[241] We can no longer think of war as a solution, because its 
risks will probably always be greater than its supposed benefits. In view of this, it is very difficult nowadays 
to invoke the rational criteria elaborated in earlier centuries to speak of the possibility of a “just war”. 
Never again war![242] 
 

259. It should be added that, with increased globalization, what might appear as an immediate or practical 
solution for one part of the world initiates a chain of violent and often latent effects that end up harming 
the entire planet and opening the way to new and worse wars in the future. In today’s world, there are no 
longer just isolated outbreaks of war in one country or another; instead, we are experiencing a “world war 
fought piecemeal”, since the destinies of countries are so closely interconnected on the global scene. 
260. In the words of Saint John XXIII, “it no longer makes sense to maintain that war is a fit instrument 
with which to repair the violation of justice”.[243] In making this point amid great international tension, he 
voiced the growing desire for peace emerging in the Cold War period. He supported the conviction that the 
arguments for peace are stronger than any calculation of particular interests and confidence in the use of 
weaponry. The opportunities offered by the end of the Cold War were not, however, adequately seized due 
to a lack of a vision for the future and a shared consciousness of our common destiny. Instead, it proved 
easier to pursue partisan interests without upholding the universal common good. The dread spectre of 
war thus began to gain new ground. 
 

[238] Address to the Members of the General Assembly of the United Nations, New York (25 September 2015): AAS 
107 (2015), 1041.     [239] No. 2309.     [240] Ibid.     [241] Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ (24 May 2015), 104: AAS 
107 (2015), 888.     [242] Saint Augustine, who forged a concept of “just war” that we no longer uphold in our own 
day, also said that “it is a higher glory still to stay war itself with a word, than to slay men with the sword, and to 
procure or maintain peace by peace, not by war” (Epistola 229, 2: PL 33, 1020).     [243] Encyclical Letter Pacem in 
Terris (11 April 1963): AAS 55 (1963), 291. 



 

WELCOME HOME! 
We cannot wait to welcome you back if you haven’t been able to get to church for a while. 

Our church is OPEN from 9am – 5pm each day.  The Parish Office is open Tuesday–Friday from 9:30am-2:30pm 

Keep up to date via our website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
Email stjb@portsmouthdioceseorg.uk to be added to our newsletter email distribution list.  

New to our parish or haven’t yet registered?  Register at https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-registration  
 
 

 

ANNOUNCING OUR ADVENT CAMPAIGN! 
We’ll be posting daily throughout Advent, to help us all reflect, pray and 
give.  With Advent themes of Repentance and Hope, Peace, Love and Joy, we’ll be offering 
daily contemplations, prayer and suggested actions – to help us to give ‘time, talent or 
treasure’ to our nominated charities – CAFOD, Berkshire Women’s Aid, and our very own 
parish causes.  Here are some ways you can get involved straight away! 

 

GIVE A GIFT - During this holy season of Advent, you are invited to consider donating a Christmas gift for those around 
us who are most in need. In the past, you have responded with overwhelming generosity to this appeal and, as a result, 
we have distributed Christmas gifts to the Berkshire Women’s Aid Refuges, Bracknell LIFE House, local Care Homes, and 
many needy families in the local community. This year, once again, we would like to distribute your gifts to these places 
and to those who are housebound. You can choose to give from any or all the following options.  [PLEASE NOTE WE CAN 
ONLY ACCEPT THE GIFT ITEMS SPECIFIED ABOVE AND THESE MUST BE NEW, UNUSED AND, IF EDIBLE, UNOPENED AND WELL WITHIN 
THEIR SELL BY DATES] 
 

 Give a wrapped gift for a mother or child at the 
Berkshire Women’s Aid Refuge or Bracknell LIFE 
House. If you would like to do this, then please contact 
the Pastoral Care Team for details of children’s ages, 
Email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
Phone: 07394 440 938 

 Give an unwrapped gift of sweet treats e.g. for 
adults - boxed sweet biscuits or confectionery; for 
children - boxes or stockings of confectionery. 
 

 Give an unwrapped gift of toiletry treats e.g. 
boxed gift sets for women, men or children. 

 

 Give a Welcome Pack of essential items and treats for a woman or child arriving in Refuge or a single 
bedding set or single sheets or towels.  For more info please email: pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or 
phone: 07394 440 938 

 
Please bring your donated items to St Joseph and St Margaret Clitherow Parish Hall on  

Saturday, 4th December between 9.30pm – 12 midday or on Sunday, 12th December between 9.30pm – 12 midday. 
 

 
 

TAIZE ADVENT SERVICE 
Tuesday 30 November at 7:30pm 
with refreshments in the hall 
afterwards. Please join us in church 
for this contemplative session of 

praise as we begin the holy season of Advent or watch 
online: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 

 

FAITH FORMATION GROUP 
Online via Zoom each Thursday 
evening during Advent from 7:30pm-
9pm, starting on 2nd December.   
Join us to reflect upon the Sunday 

readings. To receive the Zoom link, email Mary: 
bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 
 

THIS WEEK’S REQUESTS – Tinned Fruit, Cereal (not porridge), Tinned potatoes, Rice, Boxes of 
Christmas Biscuits, Christmas Puds, Christmas Cake slabs, Gravy, Stuffing, plus any money 
donations toward buying fresh food. 

 

 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

 

Brenda Theobald, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Ann Newton, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy,  
Patricia Holmwood,  Blanche Shap, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, Shaun Howard, 

Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Jim McEvoy,  Mary Murray, 
Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann, Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry 
Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg 

Knowles, John Moir, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose,Douglas & Bernadette Hunt, Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Margaret 
Finnieston, Louis Burgisser,Prim & Ian Maynard, Vivienne Halfpenny, Ann O’Sullivan, Pat Melling. 

 

To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office. 
If you or your relative is housebound, or because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to receive Holy Communion 

at home, call the parish office on 01344 425729  
or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 

 



PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     
Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch   

Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 
 

Safeguarding: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read  
07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

 

Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA 
Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9:30am-2:30pm 

Telephone: 01344 425729 
Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 
 

MASS TIMES 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday 28th   8:30am Mass Parish Intentions 

 10:30am Mass Parish Intentions 
 

Monday 29th  
 

NO MASS – Office Closed 
 

Tuesday 30th   NO MASS 

Wednesday 1st  10am Mass Vincent Sacksteder & family 
 

Thursday 2nd  10am Mass Steve OttewillRIP 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER, Priest  
Friday 3rd   12 noon Mass Eileen O’Driscoll RIP 

 

Saturday 4th   10am Mass Jacqueline Rawstron RIP 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Saturday 4th   6pm Mass Parish Intentions 

Sunday 5th  8:30am Mass Parish Intentions 

 10:30am Mass Rogelio De La Cruz RIP 
 

 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 
 

07394 440 938 
pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are 
you ill and in need of prayer and/or 
support? Perhaps you haven’t had contact 
with the Catholic Church for a while. 
Whatever the reason, please get in touch 
for a chat. 

 
 

07947 182 761 
stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

 

Are you in the land of loss & 
would appreciate a chat with 
someone in our group? If so, do 
not hesitate to get in touch.  

Call IN CONFIDENCE 
07731 862 349 

If you need help, 
particularly, as a result of the 
economic impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the local Society of 
St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be 
able to provide some assistance. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, Direct Debit, Standing Order 
https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/planned-giving  

 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese, Registered Charity No. 246871 


