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James and John approach the Teacher. And the Teacher knows the best way to give the disciple 
a better understanding of their own heart is to ask them to reveal their desire(s).  

As soon as Jesus hears their 'desire', He knows they don't quite understand Him yet. They want 
it all and all Jesus has to offer is a cup of sorrow that becomes a saving cup. His invitation to a 
life lived in genuine loving service to others, of suffering for the sake of justice, and of losing in 
order to find, make it clear that death and resurrection are a package deal.  

Spiritual and Social climbers tend to upset other 
spiritual and social climbers! The fantasy of 
being first has a tendency to make someone 
else feel they are the last. When life becomes a 
competition, someone looks higher than 
someone else. Those on top push around those 
beneath them. This is not the way of the new 
humanity which Jesus is bringing to birth.  

Disciples touch their true greatness when their 
presence is gentle, healing, liberating, 
compassionate, loving and life giving - and 
through these activities others are set free from 
what hurts, debases, imprisons and kills them.  

The Buddha taught that for those who are 
overcome by ego, suffering spreads like wild 
grass. Those who overcome ego open a 
doorway to a larger, eternal world. As they go, 
their steps leave no trace.  

The Golden rule, "Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you"' holds good but looks 
easier than it is.  

The invitation of the prophets - This is what God asks if you, that you act justly, that you love 
tenderly that you walk humbly - is even more of a challenge. But there is only one way to find 
out if what Jesus is saying is true and that's to dive in and try the water. As a parish community, 
we are trying to embrace a more vibrant commitment to justice, peace and social responsibility, 
this Teaching supports us to take the next step together and not leave it for others. 

  



 

 
 
  

ENCYCLICAL LETTER 
FRATELLI TUTTI 

OF THE HOLY FATHER 
FRANCIS 

ON FRATERNITY AND SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP 
 

 

CHAPTER 7 continued. 
 

227. “Truth, in fact, is an inseparable companion of justice and mercy. All three together are essential to 
building peace; each, moreover, prevents the other from being altered… Truth should not lead to revenge, 
but rather to reconciliation and forgiveness. Truth means telling families torn apart by pain what happened 
to their missing relatives. Truth means confessing what happened to minors recruited by cruel and violent 
people. Truth means recognizing the pain of women who are victims of violence and abuse… Every act of 
violence committed against a human being is a wound in humanity’s flesh; every violent death diminishes us 
as people… Violence leads to more violence, hatred to more hatred, death to more death. We must break 
this cycle which seems inescapable”.[211] 
 

THE ART AND ARCHITECTURE OF PEACE 
228. The path to peace does not mean making society blandly uniform, but getting people to work together, 
side-by-side, in pursuing goals that benefit everyone. A wide variety of practical proposals and diverse 
experiences can help achieve shared objectives and serve the common good. The problems that a society is 
experiencing need to be clearly identified, so that the existence of different ways of understanding and 
resolving them can be appreciated. The path to social unity always entails acknowledging the possibility that 
others have, at least in part, a legitimate point of view, something worthwhile to contribute, even if they 
were in error or acted badly. “We should never confine others to what they may have said or done, but value 
them for the promise that they embody”,[212] a promise that always brings with it a spark of new hope. 
 

229. The Bishops of South Africa have pointed out that true reconciliation is achieved proactively, “by forming 
a new society, a society based on service to others, rather than the desire to dominate; a society based on 
sharing what one has with others, rather than the selfish scramble by each for as much wealth as possible; 
a society in which the value of being together as human beings is ultimately more important than any lesser 
group, whether it be family, nation, race or culture”.[213] As the Bishops of South Korea have pointed out, 
true peace “can be achieved only when we strive for justice through dialogue, pursuing reconciliation and 
mutual development”.[214] 
 

230. Working to overcome our divisions without losing our identity as individuals presumes that a basic 
sense of belonging is present in everyone. Indeed, “society benefits when each person and social group feels 
truly at home. In a family, parents, grandparents and children all feel at home; no one is excluded. If someone 
has a problem, even a serious one, even if he brought it upon himself, the rest of the family comes to his 
assistance; they support him. His problems are theirs… In families, everyone contributes to the common 
purpose; everyone works for the common good, not denying each person’s individuality but encouraging and 
supporting it. They may quarrel, but there is something that does not change: the family bond. Family 
disputes are always resolved afterwards. The joys and sorrows of each of its members are felt by all. That is 
what it means to be a family! If only we could view our political opponents or neighbours in the same way 
that we view our children or our spouse, mother or father! How good would this be! Do we love our society 
or is it still something remote, something anonymous that does not involve us, something to which we are 
not committed?”[215] 
 
[211] Address at the National Reconciliation Encunter, Villavicencio, Colombia (8 September 2017): AAS 109 (2017), 
1063-1064, 1066. 
[212] Message for the 2020 World Day of Peace (8 December 2019), 3: L’Osservatore Romano, 13 December 2019, 
p. 8. 
[213] SOUTHERN AFRICAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE, Pastoral Letter on Christian Hope in the Current 
Crisis (May 1986). 
[214] CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF KOREA, Appeal of the Catholic Church in Korea for Peace on the Korean 
Peninsula (15 August 2017). 
[215] Meeting with Political, Economic and Civic Leaders, Quito, Ecuador (7 July 2015): L’Osservatore Romano, 9 July 
2015, p. 9. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of 
 

Francis Xavier Gauci RIP whose funeral service will take place at  
Easthampstead Park Crematorium on Friday 22 October 2021 at 3:30pm 

 
Tom Corridan RIP whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated here on  

Tuesday 16h November 2021 at 11am 

 

 

MEET OUR LOCAL MP 

As part of the of the CAFOD “Reclaim Our Common Home” campaign which aims to rebuild a better world as 
we recover from the pandemic, we have arranged a short virtual meeting with our MP for Bracknell, Mr James 
Sunderland, on Friday 5th November at 1pm. For more campaign information go to www.cafod.org.uk/reclaim.   
 

This is an opportunity for our community to share our concerns with our MP about the effect of the coronavirus 
pandemic and the climate crisis on the world’s poorest communities. With the UK hosting the COP26 gatherings 
in November, our country has a crucial role to play in tackling global poverty, injustice and the consequences of 
unpayable debt and to learn more about his work and engagement with these issues. 
 

If you would like to join us and/or have a specific concern or question please contact Bill Taylor at 07881 491121 
 

 

 
 

Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in 
need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you haven’t 

had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. 
Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat.  

Email pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or 
call 07394 440 938 

 

 
 

Are you in the land of loss & would appreciate a 
chat with someone in our group?  If so please 

either phone 07376 790256 or contact the parish 
office on 01344 425729, or email 

stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT de PAUL 
If you need help, particularly, as a result of the economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the local 
Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) may be able to provide some assistance, as we have access to 

limited additional hardship funds from a variety of sources, including the generosity of local 
parishioners. Please contact IN CONFIDENCE the local SVP on 07731 862 349 

 
 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, HOUSEBOUND OR  
IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Brenda Theobald, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Ann Newton, Josephine Timms, Anne Hardy,  
Patricia Holmwood,  Blanche Shap, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek Alexander, 

Shaun Howard, Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, 
Jim McEvoy,  Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann, Jennie 
Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Terry Brennan, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, 
Chantal Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles, John Moir, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose, Douglas & 

Bernadette Hunt, Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, Margaret Finnieston, Louis Burgisser, Prim & Ian Maynard, 
Vivienne Halfpenny, Ann O’Sullivan, Pat Melling. 

 

To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

If you or your relative is housebound, or because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to 
receive Holy Communion at home, call the parish office on 01344 425729  

or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 
 



 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     
Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch   

Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 
 

Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA 
Telephone: 01344 425729 

Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 
Pastoral Care 
07394 440938  

pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

Bereavement 
Support 

07376 790256 
 

Safeguarding 
07712 048695 

safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

 

MASS TIMES 

 
TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR OF MARK 
Sunday 17th 8:30am Mass Parish Intentions 

 10:30am Mass Parish Intentions 
 

Monday 18th  
 

NO MASS 
 

Tuesday 19th  
 

10am 
 

Mass 
 

Amarije L. Torres 
 

Wednesday 20th  
 

10am 
 

Mass 
 

Theresa Cunningham RIP 
 

Thursday 21st  
 

NO MASS 
 

ST. JOHN PAUL II 
 

Friday 22nd  
 

12 noon 
 

Mass 
 

Liam Keohane RIP 
 

Saturday 23rd  
 

10am 
 

Mass 
 

Catherine Baines RIP 
 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR OF MARK 
Saturday 23rd 6pm Mass Parish Intentions 

Sunday 24th  8:30am Mass Parish Intentions 

 10:30am Mass Parish Intentions 

 
All Masses are now live streamed https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 

CONFESSIONS by appointment, please contact the Parish Office 01344 425729 
 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS 
Online, Bank Transfer, Direct Debit, Standing Order 
https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/planned-giving  

 
BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 

Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO (FULL NAME):       PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 

 
South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese, Registered Charity No. 246871 


